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2. You hold #QJ754, 910932, 42, #A82. You are

last to speak, with the opponents vulnerable. The
bidding starts 1% on your left, double from partner,
24 on your right.

What do you do?

3. You hold #A872, 97, 4QJ9872, #72. You are
second to speak, with no one vulnerable. The bidding
starts 1% on your right, pass (?) from you, 4% on your
left, passed back to you.

What do you do?

4. You hold #542, ¥J5, ¢AQ9862, #62. You are
last to speak, vulnerable against not. The bidding
goes 2% on your left, 24 from partner, 3NT on your
right, all pass.

What do you lead?

\

2009 Spring National Open Team winners: Andrew Peake,

Bruce Neill, Sartaj Hans and Avi Kanetkar 5. You hold K. YAJ10763. ¢104. #K974. You
From the Convener are second to speak, with everyone vulnerable. The
he entry numbers were better for the Open bidding starts pass, 1% from you, 14 on your left,
Teams and the Dle Cummlngs Open Pairs 26 from partner, 4é 0n your r|ght
this year. Entries to the Manzoni Women’s Teams
What do you do?

and the Bobby Evans Seniors’ Teams were dis-
appointing. Unfortunately, the Restricted Teams

was cancelled due to a lack of entries. 6. You hold #J4, ¥109, #AQ108, #KQJ73. You are

last to speak, with everyone vulnerable. The bidding

The 2009 event was held for the final time at starts pass-pass-14 on your right, 24 from you, 24
the Hakoah Club in Bondi. A new venue will be on your left, 34 from partner, 44 on your right, back
found for next year. The 2010 Spring Nationals to you.

are provisionally set for October 20 - 28; please

mark these dates in your diary. What do you do?

Kim Neale ) . .
7. Finally, a play problem. You are in 64 with no
Problems opposition bidding, on a low club lead.
Here are some problems from the Spring National You Dummy
Open Teams Finals. Try them before you read the ¢ A103 & KQ876
report which follows. Y K762 v A3
hold ¢ 104 ¢ AKJ6
1. You hold 4853, YKJ8653, ¢K, #KQ5. You are * 8764 & AQ

dealer, with the opponents vulnerable. The bidding
starts 1% from you, 2% (spades + minor) on your left,
3¥ (weaker than 24) from partner, 44 on your left.

What do you do?

You take the club finesse. RHO wins and returns a
low trump.

What is your plan?




he Spring Nationals in Sydney fall in a busy part

of the bridge calendar, and don’t feature as big a
field as the Summer Festival. There are 36 entries for
the Open Teams, but the top tables feature plenty of
Australian experts.

The qualifying is a nine-round Swiss of 20-board
matches. To get into the top four, our team has to
win the last match against the previously undefeated
GUMBY. In fact, a 23-9 win takes us into second place.
Phew!

The qualifiers are:

1. 169 Gumby, Lazer, Robinson, De Livera
2=. 161 Neill, Kanetkar, Peake, Hans

2=. 161 Antoff, Simpson, Appleton, Reynolds
4. 157 Morrison, Hinge, Weston, Wilkinson

Just missing out in a tight finish are:

5. 156 Smee, Quittner, Auerbach, Kiss

6. 155 Lilley, Nagy, Klinger, Hoffman, Haughie,
Braithwaite

7=. 154 Noble, Bilski, Brown, Prescott, Burgess,
Jedrychowski

7=. 154 Giura, Hughes, Quail, Hills

9. 153 Rothfield, Gold, Ebery, Browne, Bagchi

10. 150 M. Bourke, Smith, Van Riel, Beale

GUMBY chooses MORRISON for the 64-board semi-
final, leaving NEILL to play ANTOFF. Neither match
is close, and GUMBY faces NEILL in the final, also
over 64 boards. GUMBY has an 8 IMP start, since they
finished 8 VVPs ahead in the qualifying.

For GUMBY, lan Robinson and Arjuna deLivera have
had an excellent track record over the last few years,
and played at the Bermuda Bowl this year. They are
playing Acol with four-card suits. Pauline Gumby and
Warren Lazer play a fairly standard system with five-
card majors, but conventionally open 1 with clubs
unbalanced, or 17-20 balanced, and 14 with diamonds,
unbalanced, or 11-13, balanced.

For NEILL, Avi Kanetkar and Bruce Neill play simple
Standard. Sartaj Hans and Andrew Peake, are playing
a strong club system they call “Mini-Meck”. (Sartaj
has been scouting out the Meckstroth-Rodwell style
from match reports, etc.) They seem to be having huge
fun, but are not in danger of winning the Speedball
Award.

As we wait for them after each segment, it is a delight
to be able to see the running results on Matt McManus’s
superb web presentation. (Have a look on abf.com.au,
and follow the links to the Spring National results.) In
the final, this is supplemented by a BBO broadcast.
After Avi Kanetkar and I finish the second quarter of
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the final, | look at BBO to see the last board in play
at the other table.

At our table, I open an 11-count and we subside in 24,
two off for -200. Our teammates get higher, reaching a
24-point 3ANT. Ata quick glance, | predict that declarer
will misguess #J and go two off. But when Sartaj is
declarer, never give up hope! He guesses everything
right to make nine tricks!

9 IMPs in, instead of the 9 IMPS away | was forecasting.
That gives a glow to the score-up, and leaves NEILL
leading GUMBY by 24 IMPs (87 to 63), after 32 of the
scheduled 64 boards.

The third segment brings an avalanche (or perhaps a
tsunami) of IMPs. What would you have done on these
problems from the swing boards? Before you read on,
you might like to try the problems on page 1, if you
haven’t already done so.

Problem 1

Lazer and Hans, as dealer, with the opponents
vulnerable, hold #853, YKJ8653, 4K, #KQ5. The
bidding starts 1¥ from them, 2% (spades and a minor)
on their left, 3% (weaker than 24) from partner, 44 on
their left.

Hans passes, and scores -650. Lazer bids 5%, which
will go for -500 (possibly -300, if the opponents don’t
take their club ruff). Seems like a good proposition,
but he loses 5 IMPs when Gumby is not sure who’s
saving against whom, and doubles, holding #62,
YQ742, A8, #J9632, when the opponents press on
to 54. The defence takes just two diamond tricks for
-850. 5 IMPs to NEILL.

Problem 2

After two quiet boards, Gumby and Peake, last to speak
with the opponents vulnerable, hold #QJ754, 910932,
42, #A82. The bidding starts 1% on their left, double
from partner, 24 on their right.

Gumby bids 24, and ends in 34 when the opponents
compete to 34, which would have made. One down
for -50.

Peake bids 34, and ends up defending 4%, because de
Livera, whose 1% opening could have been a four-card
suit, bids 4% to show his fifth heart when his partner
doubles 3# for takeout. That goes two off, -200. A
pickup for the faster auction: 6 IMPs to NEILL.

Problem 3
Neill and de Livera, second to speak, with no one
vulnerable, hold 4A872, 7, ¢QJ9872, 72,

Against Neill, the bidding starts 1% on his right, pass
from him, 3¢ (invitational raise) on his left, pass, 3%
on hisright. He bids 44, 4% on his left, 44 from partner



on #109543, YA2, ¢A10, #K1083.

Well done by Kanetkar to realise that the reason for
bidding 44 now, after passing earlier, was likely to be
a side spade suit. Making 10 tricks, +420.

Against de Livera, the bidding starts 1%, pass from
him, 4% on his left, passed out. Anyone for a takeout
double? 4% makes 10 tricks, -420. Another pickup for
the faster auction: 13 IMPs to NEILL.

Problem 4

You hold #542, 9J5, ¢AQ9862, #62. You are last to
speak, vulnerable against not. The bidding goes 2% on
your left, 24 from partner, 3NT on your right, all Pass.
Gumby leads a spade, and Kanetkar claims nine tricks
—seven clubs, and the two major suit aces. -400, when
a diamond lead would have taken the first six tricks.

In the other room, de Livera opens 24 (multi) and
after two rounds of bidding, ends in 4%. That is two
down after a diamond lead. -100, 11 IMPs to NEILL.
(A trend is emerging.)

Problem 5

Second to speak, with everyone vulnerable, Robinson
and Kanetkar hold 4K, $AJ10763, 4104, #K974. The
bidding starts pass, 1¥ from them, 14 on their left, 24
from partner (good heart raise), 44 on their right.

Robinson doubles, and takes 44 two down, +500.

Kanetkar passes. Neill competes to 5%, which is due
to make 11 tricks because the opponent’s club and

Copy Deadline
for Issue No 142, March 2010, the deadline is:
February 26, 2010

Late submissions will be held over until Issue 143,
May 2010, at the discretion of the Editor

Email: editor@abf.com.au

you, if they were the other way round, 44 might make
the other way!) Lazer goes on to 54, duly doubled for
-800. 7 IMPs to NEILL.

Problem 6
Last to speak, with everyone vulnerable, Lazer and
Hans hold #J4, 109, ¢AQ108, #KQJ73.

Against Lazer, the bidding starts Pass-Pass-14 on his
right, 2% from him, 26 - 3¢ - 44 back to him. He
passes, as does everyone else. Any votes for 54?7 44
makes an overtrick, -650.

At the other table, there is a lot more bidding. Peake
opens 14 in second seat on & ---, YA862, $KJ97654,
#104. De Livera bids a conservative 44 with
#AKQ109852, YKQ5, #---, #82. Hans bids 4NT.
Peake bids 5#, showing Key Cards, and Hans settles
for 6¢.

After the Key Card auction, de Livera fails to picture
that partner also has an ace! So he leads a high spade,
no doubt hoping for a fast spade trick and a slow heart
trick. Alas, only a heart lead can beat it, so that is -1370,
19 IMPs to NEILL.

Problem 7
Not vulnerable against vulnerable opponents, you end
in 64 with no opposition bidding.

You Dummy
& A103 & KQ876
¥ K762 v A3
¢ 104 ¢ AKJ6
&»8764 & AQ

Lead: #5. What is your plan?

In the Closed Room, Neill plays 64 from the strong
hand on a fairly normal auction.

West North East South
Kanetkar Gumby Neill Lazer
Pass
Pass Pass 2% Pass
24 Pass 2NT Pass
KL J Pass 3! Pass
492 Pass 64 All Pass
1. 5 spades.
2. Cuebid agreeing spades.
Lead: ¥J.

64 makes easily after declarer wins the heart lead in
dummy and ruffs a diamond immediately, conveniently
dropping the queen. If the queen hadn’t dropped,
declarer would have ruffed another diamond with #10,
hoping that either #J or #K was favourably placed.
+980 to EW.
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The Open Room also reaches 64 on a similar auction,
but the artificial 24 response makes Robinson, the
weaker hand, declarer.

West North East South
Robinson Peake de Livera Hans
Pass

Pass Pass 2% Pass
26! Pass 2NT Pass
3% Pass 34 Pass
49 Pass 5¢ Pass
64 All Pass

1. 7-9, balanced.

Lead: 5.

Peake finds a club lead, best for the defence. Declarer
has no reason to reject the finesse, which loses to right
hand opponent. Now, Hans finds a diabolical switch
- a trump.

| can see three possible lines. One approach is to win
the trump switch with the ace, and try to ruff two
diamonds with #3 and #10. That’s not as attractive
here as at the other table - the risk is that someone may
ruff a diamond with #J in front of dummy.

Alternatively, declarer can run the trump to dummy;,
and try to crossruff the hand. (For example, #Q, &A,
three rounds of diamonds, ruffing the third, club ruff,
three rounds of hearts, ruffing the third, diamond ruff
with the ace, then guess whether to ruff a club or a
heart at trick 12). That line is likely to succeed on
most layouts where the contract is makeable, as long
as declarer guesses who has the long clubs and who
has the long hearts.

In practise, Robinson takes the simplest approach. He
runs the trump switch to the nine and queen, returns
to hand, and takes the diamond finesse, which loses.
Unluckily, that is the only losing line, with 4Q falling
in three rounds. -50, and 14 IMPs to NEILL.

On those seven boards, NEILL has scored 75 IMPs
to GUMBY’s 0. Kit Woolsey, commentating on BBO,
comments that this may be the most devastating run
of results he has ever seen!

The other nine boards produce only 4 IMP - 2 to each
team, giving NEILL a lead of 99. Time to pull up
stumps!

It ends up as a solid win for Hans - Peake and Kanetkar
- Neill, although I would say there was a fair measure
of good luck mixed in with some good play, as well as
hands that suited the team’s style. Thanks, teammates.
Bad luck for GUMBY, who had a very solid tournament
until that fateful set.

Bruce Neill
4

AUSSIE DEALING MACHINE
BANISHES BARCODES

[advertisement]
Dealing Machine 100% Australian made

Breakthrough
Australian
technology  allows
Dealer4 to use
normal cards. No
more ugly barcodes.
Bridge clubs are no
longer forced to buy expensive barcoded cards.

Dealer4 is smarter, lighter, and faster than any
other dealing machine. It has created a
sensation worldwide, selling over 700 in the last
4 years.

It is up there with other great Aussie inventions
such as Hills Hoist, the Victa Lawnmower, and
the Esky.

With Deep Finesse analysis, the hand record
tells which contracts can be made. The culture
at your club changes and the standard of play
improves. Your club will never be the same
again.
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There is a Dealer4 website www.dealer4.com
for software updates, manuals and other
information.

$4495 + delivery (no extra charges)

PAUL LAVINGS
BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES

postfree@bigpond.net.au
Phone 02 9388 8861

BUY AUSTRALIAN - WE DO




~Ron& Suzm"l(lmue
== Roherta.&-Amold Salop
n"ihemm?
lises

'w@@tﬂﬁ&m

,‘_

..mwle youdo:joi
ls glormﬂs hrl [

A wl

Allrll11 26 2010
- Sydney to:Singapore
on thei6-star
Crystal Symphony

) i e

WITug]j_[w




Back from the Women’s Jamboree

N ow that we are back, we thought we would
share with you how the trip to Rome went.
It was very exciting, and we both enjoyed it very
much. The bridge was unexceptional. But the
tournament gave us a chance to play bridge in a
different environment.

The women’s ‘jamboree’ was a tournament that
combined bridge with tourism, in possibly the
best city in the world for tourism. We had a full
day’s tour of Rome with a guide, and one of the
organisers led us on a ‘Rome by night’ tour as
well. On the Wednesday morning, the Pope was
in Rome, and we all went to a papal audience at
the Vatican. That was quite a few hours in the
October Italian sunshine, but rather than get
burnt to a crisp, as could be expected, we found
that the Northern Hemisphere sun is not as fear-
some as the Australian sun’s rays. The Pope even
acknowledged the European Women’s Bridge
Jamboree in his address.

We played a two-session individual event, which
was interesting, because we were completely
unfamiliar with the people with whom we were
playing, or their language (many Italian bridge
players do not speak English). This involved a
crash course in Italian, with special emphasis on
the numbers. It was interesting to play bridge in
a situation where the table talk was in a language
other than English, and to have no idea what was
being said. You could not always tell what was
being said from the tone of voice, or the context,
when Italian was the language. As for system, we
were given a generic system to play, and had to
take it from there.

Italian bridge seems to be characterised by a lot
of noisy chatter, sometimes spilling over into
voluble dispute. A few times, the bridge session
started at 9.15pm, and was still going well af-
ter midnight. Around 11pm, the Italian women
came into their own, and may or may not have
had an advantage. On one occasion, the Direc-
tor was called to some indiscretion at 12.30am,
and then when the complainants were finally
satisfied, they missed the explanations on the
next hand, and so the Director was called again
at 12.40am. When we said that in Australia, an
evening session begins at 7.30pm, we were told
that at 7.30pm, ltalians are just starting their
dinner, and 9.15pm is the usual starting time for
a night’s bridge.
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The women came from all over Europe and South
America, and we were acknowledged for having
come the greatest distance. There were quite a
few women from Turkey, who did very well in the
events, some from Jordan, and a large contingent
of Greeks from Cyprus. Having had a Turkish
Cypriot father, Nafi felt quite at home, and for
once in her life, did not have to explain how to
spell and pronounce her name. It was Kinga’s
name that they got wrong! A few of the women
mentioned youth bridge as an issue they wanted
to promote in their countries.

Unfortunately, there were no hand records, and
system was not a priority. All events were match-
pointed. On one hand, Nafi held aAKQxxxx, YA,
4Jx, #Kxx, and heard Kinga open INT. Nafi bid
2% and Kinga bid 3% with #Jxx, YKJIx, $KQXx,
SAQJIxx. Nafi restrained herself from bidding
7NT, and took it slowly with 4NT. Kinga bid 54,
and as an ace was missing, 6NT was bid. Nafi
always prefers to (pleasantly) surprise partner
with dummy. It was hard, on this bidding, for
the opening leader to find a diamond lead, and so
we made 13 tricks for +1020, which was a good
board against the eventual (Italian) winners of
what was a three-session pairs event.

We both had a great experience, meeting some
interesting players who in many respects were
different to bridge players in Australia. Certainly,
the organisation of events in Italy is different to
that in Australia. We tend to take smooth and ef-
ficient administration for granted in Australia!

We thank the ABF for promoting women’s bridge
with the subsidy to the Jamboree.

Nafi Bashar
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TAKE ALL YOUR
CHANCES

Take All Your
Chances at
Bridge

by Eddie Kantar
$28.95

Squeeze out ev-
ery extra chance.
Eddie’s favourite
book.

Jack 5
CD PC $99.00
World Computer

Champ 01, 02, 03,

04, 06 and 2009.
80+ conventions,
+ tournaments.

Plays SAYC, Acol,

Precision,
Moscito, or create
your own card.
Upgrade from
4.0/4.01 $49.50

The Complete
Book of Over-
calls

by Mike Lawrence
$32.95

Revised, updated
and expanded

for 2010.
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Bridge Baron 20
(CD, PC or Mac)
$99.00 POSTFREE
Extra defence &
signals, added
play quizzes &
tournaments.
Bright and alive.
Upgrade (with
BB19 return)
$49.50

New Books

IT'S YOUR CALL
[ wantsaiswi

It’s Your Call Expert Bridge
by Marshall Miles  Simplified
$29.95 by Jeff Rubens
Bidding Forum $39.95

style questions, (heavy to mail)

with lots of Shortcuts and ex-

thoughts and ercises in declarer

ideas added. play.
Software

Test Your Slam Bridge Squeezes

Common Bidding
Mistakes to Avoid
by Ross Dick
$24.95

Improve and pol-
ish your game by
eliminating com-

mon errors.

Dealmaster Pro
PC $89.95
Stores and files
hands for reprint-
ing. Hand simula-
tor, sample 1000s
of hands with
Deep Finesse
analysis. A must
for teachers and
keen enthusiasts.
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PAMPHLETS
from

MARTY BERGEN
24pages

Modern Doubles
2/1 Game Forcing
NT Forcing

Hand Evaluation
Weak 2-Bids
Bergen Raises
How to Play 3NT

How to Play 4 of a
Major

$12.95 each
POSTFREE
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» 500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS
40 pads $192, 80 pads $368 + postage

* TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS,
INSTANT SCORERS

« 100% PLASTIC SUPER CARDS - $4.40
per pack plus postage

« QUEENS SLIPPER $2.50 per pack plus
postage

« PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $3.30
each + postage

+ DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT.
BOOKS, Flippers

+ BIDDING BOXES $49.95 or $59.95 with
beautiful 100% plastic bid cards -
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS.

Play CD Complete CD
by Eddie Kantar PC $59.95
PC $59.95 From the classic
82 slam play CC Love book.
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cheaper at $4495 + delivery within
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Buy Australian — We Do

An ideal gift —

a subscription to Aus-

tralian Bridge, your national
bridge magazine. $54 for 6 issues.

We stock the full range of Paul
Marston’s beginner & intermediate
books & cheat sheets, including:
INTRODUCTION TO BRIDGE,
THE LANGUAGE OF BIDDING
(both books in Standard or Acol)

Discounts for clubs and teachers

Bridge clubs — we pay first $10 postage on orders over $350
NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS AND SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE
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What do you bid?

sponsored by (Bridgemate)|

he best submission for October
2009 came from Arie Meydan of
Melbourne:

South deals, EW vulnerable, IMPs.
The EW hands:

a5 o AKQ107

¥Q9742 VA

¢J7642 ¢ K83

%62 S®J753
West North East South

Pass

Pass 1¢ 1e INT
Pass Pass 2 All Pass

Comments: NS were playing Precision, the short
diamond version. EW were playing two-suited
overcalls, so East could not hold a 5-5 shape.
Could you please comment on the relative merits
or otherwise, not only of the actual sequence, but
also on other possible East and West bids?

1. Instead of 14, East could have bid INT or
doubled.

2. At the second opportunity, East could have
also passed, or doubled for takeout.

3. After 2% by East, West could have corrected
to 2# (false preference, in case East is 6/4), 2¢
(natural, as logically this could not have been a
cuebid) or 2.

4. The rationale of passing 2% is “no double, no
trouble”. How would you rate it in comparison
to the other three West alternatives?

The full deal:

4132

vK83

¢ A105

SA1094
a5 AAKQ107
¥Q9742 YA
17642 ¢ K83
»62 &)753

49864

¥J1065

+Q09

&KQ8

The defence allowed East to ruff hearts twice
and make (mercifully) six tricks.

Sartaj’s Reply:

Hi Arie,
This is a difficult hand.
8

One thing | have noticed is that the Precision-
style 14, and sometimes the 2+ short 1, often
end up stealing the opponents’ best fit. I am
planning to raise this matter with my partner, to
try and think of an improvement, instead of the
standard “cuebid opponent’s suit” strategy, which
is not working very well.

Onto your questions
1. 14 seems quite clear.

2. While | take the point about two-suited over-
calls, 1 don’t like 2 % on the second round. In
general, bidding poor suits in competition is
something worth avoiding (unless we hold com-
pensating length in the same suit, say JXXxx+)

I’d prefer a value-showing double.

3. West’s choices are all rather ugly, although 24
catering for a 6-4 East hand has appeal.

Not sure about 24 being natural. In my partner-
ship, 24 would sound like a good club raise. But,
again, as | said earlier, this possibly needs to be
reassessed.

All the choices are equally yucky, although 2%
might be the way to go, on the grounds that
partner will probably expect a weak hand with a
five-card suit (as we did not bid over INT).

4. |1 cannot really crime passing 2 %. However,
when partner takes two bids vulnerable, West
should realize that the partnership have a fair
number of points. The risks of being doubled are
not that great. So, looking for a better spot has
something going for it.

All in all, a very difficult hand.
Sartaj

BARRIER REEF CONGRESS 2010

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND
JUNE 11,12,13 and 14

MACKAY CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB
414 Shakespeare Street
Mackay 4740
T:07 4951 2147

Venue:
SOUTHS LEAGUES CLUB
181 MILTON STREET
MACKAY 4740




Many people would like to understand the nonsense that is a cryptic crossword! Doing cryptic is almost as much fun
and challenge as playing bridge.

Using this simple guide, written in easy to understand language you can begin to decipher the secrets of Cryptic clues.
You will find that you CAN work out the answers after reading just a few pages of this handy little book.

It is great value at only $9.95 plus post and packing and is available to you by simply ordering by
phone or email. Every copy sold will also give money to The Alzheimer’s association. Professor
Ralph Martins, Director of the Sir James McCusker Alzheimer’s Disease Research Unit, Foundation
Professor in Ageing and Alzheimer’s Disease at Edith Cowan University and Director of the Centre
of Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease Research and Care says this about ‘A Beginner’s Guide to
Cryptic Crosswords’. “Puzzles and thinking in different ways is a great way to exercise your brain.
Cryptic Crosswords are particularly beneficial because you have to approach and inspect clues in
different ways; therefore you’re constantly challenging your brain. It’s not as simple as looking at a
thesaurus or dictionary for the solution; you have to crack the code through mental work and
concentration. These crosswords are never boring! There is a growing body of evidence showing
that “lifestyle modifications” like exercising the mind, play an important role in preventing
dementia, particularly Alzheimer’s disease. At the McCusker Foundation for Alzheimer’s Disease Research we are
currently undertaking such a trial to investigate the significance of mental stimulation and physical activity on improving
memory and delaying the onset of dementia. | hope that you enjoy this book as much as | did. Work at it until you
have conquered the cryptic clues. Aside from the satisfaction you’ll get from solving the puzzle, you'll also be giving your
brain a better chance at warding off diseases that attack memory.”

A Beginner's Guide 1o

g
C‘l;y'llllﬂ
Words
S

CALL NOW TO ORDER 1300885762 or email your details to ekkhan3@bigpond.com

Part Proceeds to The McCusker Foundation

Special Offer- Send in a club order of 10 or more- get one copy free

Dementia research needs volunteers

he McCusker Foundation

for Alzheimer’s Disease
Research is currently under-
taking trials to investigate
the significance of mental
stimulation and physical act-
ivity on improving memory and
delaying the onset of dementia.

\olunteers can have a great mem-
ory or showing early signs of memory loss, or have
already been diagnosed with a condition or disease
affecting memory.

Many researchers believe lifestyle choices can greatly
reduce the chance of any person being affected by
memory loss or dementia. The brain is a muscle, so
can be strengthened by regular moderate to rigorous
exercise. Exercising the brain involves thinking. Doing
crosswords and puzzles, playing bridge and learning any
new skill, are all great ways to stimulate the brain.

Professor Ralph Martins, Director of the Sir James
McCusker Alzheimer’s Disease Research Unit, Foun-
dation Professor in Ageing and Alzheimer’s Disease
at Edith Cowan University and Director of the Centre
of Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease Research and
Care says:

“Cryptic crosswords are particularly beneficial,
because you have to approach and inspect clues in
different ways; therefore you’re constantly challenging
your brain. It’s not as simple as looking at a thesaurus
or dictionary for the solution; you have to crack the
code through mental work and concentration. These
crosswords are never boring!”

To volunteer to help in the trials being conducted by
The McCusker Foundation, visit their website:
www.alzheimers.com.au

or call (09) 347 4200.

The McCusker Foundation’s address is:
184 Hampden Rd, Nedlands WA 6009



Bridge into the 21st Century

Close Decisions

hat do you call in first seat, nil
vulnerable, with the following
hands?

1.46432, 96,44 #AKQ8763
2.4AKQ1072, YAK 1075, ¢ K 10, #---
3.4A98653 YA109874,¢-- %9

4. 4K98653, YK109874, 4 9
5.4J10873, YAQ109764, - %8
6.408YQ7,¢Q105 #AKJ952

1. 1. There are many possibilities, 1ds, 3é 3NT, 46,
5. You have a quality hand, and may miss a slam if
you preempt.

Partner held, #10, YAK7432, ¢ AKJ10, #J5, so slam is
excellent, with 11 top tricks. If you opened a Gambling
3NT, you would also reach slam, in two bids, 3NT - 6
(pass or correct).

The deals above (except deal 4) were reported in the
Bulletins from the American Fall Nationals, held in
San Diego in November, 20009.

2. 2% The danger with opening 14 is that you may end
up playing in 14. Also, if you don’t open 2¢, how can
you express the power and quality of your hand? The
popular style is to stretch to respond to 14 or 14, but
pass 1% or 14 with 4 or 5 HCP much of the time.

For some reason, our opponent opened 14, and
responder, with 49, ¥QJ86, 496, #K109532, could
only just kept the bidding alive, with 1INT.

Opener could now force with 3%, and over 4%
jumped to 6%. 7% may have been a spread, but at this
point there was no way he could bid seven with any
confidence.

3. 1. Despite holding only 8 HCP, everyone will open
14. The hand even conforms to the Rule of 20. With
such wild shape you need to start describing your hand
at your first opportunity.

Partner held #J7, YK63, ¢KQJ83, #AQJ9.

4. 14. Now not everyone would open the bidding, but
how do you get your hand across otherwise?

| am a great believer that intermediates, tens, nines and
eights, make all the difference, and on this hand the
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long suits have good fillers.

Check out how the hand compares without good spot
cards:

#K98653,YK109874,¢--, &9
AK76542,9K86542,¢-- %9

The good pips in the first hand translate into extra
tricks. If partner provides a poor fit, or the suit breaks
badly, you are still in good shape.

On that theme this recent low hand from the NSWBA
deserves a mention:

#7532, VA5 ¢K72,##AJ32

Partner opened 14, | responded 14, and partner rebid
INT. My first thought was to pass, but that seemed an
over-reaction, so | settled for a raise to 2NT.

Partner passed, holding #A86, YK984, $Q1054, #KG6.
The diamonds broke, but 4J was wrong, and #Q was
also offside, so partner could only muster seven tricks.
Those pips really do matter.

5.49. It’s a close call between 1% and 4%, but passing
is not an option. The great Tim Seres considered
preempts with off-shape hands like this one to be far
more effective than preempts with 7-2-2-2, or 7-3-2-1
shapes. That’s good enough for me.

The hand is originally from the 1971 Challenge Match
between the Dallas Aces and the Italian Blue Team:

East deals, allvul & 642
YK
¢ AKQ1072
Q104
4 KQ & A95
¥53 vJ82
4953 ¢J)864
S AKO753 SJ62
410873
YAQ1097614
g
%3
West North East South
Soloway Avarelli Hamman Belladonna
Pass 1v
Pass 24 Pass 29
Pass 2NT Pass 3v
Pass 49 All Pass
West North East South
Garozzo Jacoby Forquet Wolff
Pass 49
All Pass



Belladonna chose to open 1%, but never got to show
his spades. Fair enough, 4% has better chances.

The reason the deal was reported was the similarity in
the problem East had after West led 4K and continued
with Q. Bob Hamman ducked, and Belladonna was
able to discard his remaining three spades on dummy’s
diamonds.

In the other room Forquet overtook #Q and gave
Garozzo a spade ruff for one down. The Americans,
forever suspicious of the Italians, asked Forquet how
he knew to overtake #Q. The answer was simple. With
#KQXx, his partner would have played a low spade at
trick two, so he knew the king followed by the queen
must be from king-queen doubleton.

6. 1¢. More hand evaluation. The temptation is to open
INT, but without a few quick tricks, aces and kings,
don’t imagine you are going to steal nine fast tricks.
With this slow hand open 1¢ and rebid 2é.

Partner held: # 107, ¥ A94, ¢ A9876, % Q106.
Paul Lavings

Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies
Your email is welcome: postfree@bigpond.net.au

JACK 4

$1l4.95 (includes postage and GST)
The world’s best bridge program

BRIDGE TIMERS AND
DEALING
MACHINES

Remote-controlled timers for $595

including GST, + $10 postage in Australia
We also have second-hand dealing
machines in excellent condition

Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd
P O Box 70, Leederville WA 6902
www.electronicbridge.com.au

Ph: (08) 9420 2458 Fax: (08) 9341
4547 Email: dyovich@iinet.net.au

TERRIGAL -5 STAR - STAR OF THE SEA APTS - March 22-26 2010

ROMANTIC ITALY & a MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE
SEPT 8-Oct3 2010: From $ 6490 pp + Airfare 25 Days

Ports of call include Split, Saﬁtorini, Z,

orfu,

5 Star Luxury at Terrigal (5 DAYS -4 NIGHTS) From $ 595 Twin Share or Double

16 Day Panama Cruise + 8 Night Land Tour
May 1 -26 From $ 6990 pp Includes all Airfares*

. p— —
ykonos, Ports of call include Aruba, Cartegena, Panama Canal,
Fuerte Amador, Puntarenas, Huatulco, Acapulco, SF.
E: gayeallen@optusnet.com.au Ph: (02) 9596 1423 (M) 0410 127 326
www.members.optusnet.com.au/~gayeallen/

Crete, Izmir, Dubrovnik, Athens, Nauplion & Athens.

AR % Included inthispriceis4

R nights  accommodation,
al dinners and lunches
all sx=ons of bridge
(Director; Greg Eudace)

3 workshops and
drinks welcome.
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

| have read with interest David Stern’s compre-
hensive article in the November issue, in which
he attempts to use statistics to analyse the rela-
tive lack of success of Australian representatives.
Statistical data are useful analytical tools, but
used in isolation, they are not effective in giving
answers to the “why” types of questions.

| would like to suggest a methodology, which
might give more insight into the “why?”

Some years ago, my partner and | were playing
Blue Club. For several years, although not being
a top drawer pair, we had plenty of successes in
IMP-scored events, but in match-pointed events
we were only “also rans”.

Reluctant to blame the system, | decided to look
for specific reasons for our relatively poor results
at pairs events. Blue Club is a great system, but a
choice of a system is rarely, if ever, the reason for
indifferent results, anyway. Using the following
method, | started to analyse all the boards which
produced poor scores:

After each session, we marked on the printout
of the hand records all the poor boards. Then,
when the bidding and the play were still fresh
in our minds, we analysed what happened, and
put each poor board in one of the following five
categories, with sometimes a short comment
next to it.

B bidding

CB  competitive bidding
D defence

DP  declarer’s play

BL  bad luck

After analysing hand records of about half a
dozen sessions, we reached two clear conclu-
sions:

B: We bid a lot of skinny games, which is the
correct attitude at IMPs, but a losing strategy at
matchpoints.

CB: We tended to double our opponents instead
of playing in our fit. This often happened after
the opponents competed over our 1C (17+) or
INT (a two-way bid, a balanced 13-15 or 16-
17).

In particular, after an overcall of our INT, when
the opener was strong (16 -17) and had systemi-
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cally to double, the responder tended to regard it
as a penalty rather then a takeout bid.

There was not much we could do about our abil-
ity (D and DP) or Bad Luck, but adjusting our B
and CB, quickly paid dividends. Within a month
we won our first pairs congress, and since then
our results at matchpoints were fairly similar to
those at IMPs.

Subsequently, I included an additional category
(No 6), LL, which stands for Lousy Leads. Ini-
tially, such bad boards were included in D (De-
fence), but later | decided that a separate category
was warranted.

This led to me purchasing Robert Ewen’s book on
opening leads. The subsequent attention to open-
ing leads improved the results (albeit slowly) in
both IMPs and matchpoint scoring.

It should not be too time-consuming for a non-
playing captain of a team to try my method. Natu-
rally, one could make up other or additional cat-
egories, and use the methodology to assess also
the good boards. I think that the approach given
above could be of value not only for improving
the results of national and state representatives,
but also to many ordinary regular partnerships.

Arie Meydan
John Hardy
Books
Declarer Play the Bergen Way
Marty Bergen $29.70
When to Bid When to Pass
Ron Klinger $27.50
Software
JACK 5 NEW! $104.50
Upgrade from Jack 4 $55.00
Bridge Baron 20 $99.00

Upgrade to BB 20 (old CD required) $52.80

Improve your bridge —

Learn & Practice Bidding Conventions
Vols. 1 - 3 covers basic conventions $115.00

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or 0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@uq.net.au
Website www.ug.net.au/~zzjhardy
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The Next Generation
Bridgemate presents the next generation of wireless scoring for bridge clubs. This —
new model, Bridgemate II, is even better than the world's leading Bridgemate Pro
which is in use at thousands of clubs.

Based on a track record of 14 years, Bridgemate is an advanced scoring system for bridge, developed to

make recording of results easier, reduce errors to a minimum, have real-time registration of results in
your scoring program and increase the speed of publishing final results. Worldwide players and directors

benefit from using Bridgemate.
()
(Bridgemate) [ |

o A modern and ergonomic design which fits perfectly on every bridge table. Its light weight and
significantly reduced volume make it easy to carry and store.

o Same large keys as Bridgemate Pro. Four function keys have been added for unlimited extra
functionality.

° Large LCD screen; three times bigger than Bridgemate Pro and bigger than any other scoring
system. Large and clear fonts make it easy readable for players of all ages.

. An intuitive entry process of board results requiring only a minimum of key strokes. All information
is entered on one screen.

o Extreme low battery consumption. Bridgemate II runs typically about 500
sessions on one set of 2 AA batteries and is therefore very economical.

. Easy to clean and maintain due to its snap-on cover. The cover can be
removed in seconds allowing you to clean or replace the keypad.

. Water and crash proof robust casing. .“ﬁ
o Displays % or imps scored instantly. .:Q“*'
. Gives score recaps at any stage during a round. :."‘#

° Up-to-the-minute display of rankings throughout the 0’.’0
session of all sections. e 0’ O

o Displays the final results with contract, lead card and tricks
made within seconds. -
. Shows seating for next round.
o Saves club managers and scorers time & effort.
Price info From 2010 onwards Bridgemate is the official scoring system of the
World Bridge Federation and will be used for all ABF events.
Bridgemate II: $259 *

. . The Bridgemate system is under constant development which ensures the
R $199 users of new features after well been tested by a large panel. All updates
Bridgemate Pro [preloved]: $ 125 of software and firmware are free.

Bridgemate server: $399 With our 12 hours a day, 7 days a week helpdesk Bridgemate can help you

Sl S e e T R B SEmE with any questions or troubleshooting during installation and sessions.

SO 72T Eotif Loty The upcoming Summer Festival of Bridge in Canberra and the Gold Coast

which includes free helpdesk, a service Congress will be using Bridgemate Il for fast and flawless scoring.
after 12 months plus an extra year of
warranty (totals at least 2 years). Bridgemate is supporting a large range of scoring programs like ASES,

BridgeMaster, CompScore2, Duplicate Score and ScoreBridge.

W: www.bridgemate.com.au P: 0884318471
E: info@bridgemate.com.au M: PO Box 136, Marden SA 5070




Coaching Cathy at Contract

GReek GIFTs

Esteemed Uncle,

would appreciate your comments on a couple of
hands that | appear to have misplayed (again). There
is probably a theme, that’s why | put them together.

North

& AK652
YK4
¢Q10
SA963

South
498
YAJ9
¢ KJ983
S852

After 14: INT, we got to 3NT. West led a small heart.
| played low from dummy and took the first trick with
the jack. When I played diamonds, they didn’t take the
ace until the second round and, in the end, they turned
their attention to clubs and I couldn’t get back to hand
so it got a bit grisly and I went down.

North
& AQ10
¥5432
¢Kb64
S K32

South

& -
YAKQJ876
4J102
SJ904

East opened 14, | overcalled 2%, and we got to 4%
without further opposition bidding. West led #42. |
played dummy’s #10 and trumped East’s king. After
drawing trumps, | tried running 4J, but East let that
win. When | led a low diamond, East took my King
and played back a diamond to West’s Queen. Both club
honours were offside, so | lost two diamonds and two
clubs. I though that it was a bit unlucky in the end, but
you will no doubt have other ideas.

Your Niece, Cathy
14

Hi Cathy,

Yes, there is a similarity here because in each case
your opponents have offered you an apparent gift.
The divergence exists in that in your first example you
should not have accepted and in the second, the gift was
real but you may have failed to take full advantage.

In example 1, you have nine tricks as long as you can
access four diamond tricks, two heart tricks, two spades
and a club. You have received a favourable lead but
not for the reason that you think. It is the most natural
play to let this come to the AJ9 in your hand, but you
later found that you were short of a vital entry when
you needed it most. If you take YK at trick one, you
preserve the ace for its primary role — an entry to your
established diamonds. The Ace-Jack combination gave
you a cheap trick but it cost you a lot more later.

The second example is more problematical. It depends
on where you think the minor suit aces are, and whether
East has any hearts. Itis possible that East has opened
on something like #Kxxxxx, ¥x, ¢AQx, #0Qxx, but
he would be likely to have more, including both minor
aces, certainly likely in view of West’s pass. If you
told me that you considered discarding a club at trick
one, at least you get marks for thinking. If you ruffed
without seriously considering your options to reach
dummy later, you may have made an error. After taking
your club discard at trick one, what can East play if
indeed he holds the two aces and no trumps? He will
either give you a free trick or access to the two spades,
or both. On the bidding, it looks as though West has a
flattish hand well short of six points.

You can most likely make the contract after ruffing at
trick one. Draw trumps and play diamonds as you did.
If East holds up, as he must, run %J. Once West has
4Q, it is evident that East has both honours in clubs
and will be endplayed along the same lines as above.
You might have worked out that West did you a favour
by not covering with 4Q.

Cheers, David

UPCOMING VUGRAPH BROADCASTS

Summer Festival of Bridge
Gold Coast Congress

Jan 17, 23-25
Mar 1, 5-6

For session times, look here (closer to the date):
http://www.bridgebase.com/vugraph/schedule.php

Free software to watch these broadcasts over BBO is
available from http://www.bridgebase.com




THE BRIDGE SHOP

182 Penshurst Street Willoughby 2068 Mail: PO BOX 429 Willoughby
Tel: (02) 9967 0644 Fax: (02) 9967 0444
e-mail: bridge@bridgeshop.com.au web: www.bridgeshop.com.au

UPCOMING BOOKS UPCOMING BOOKS

~ | The Complete Book of Overcalls JF=8

by Mike Lawrence

When first published in 1980, this book quickly became recognised as a ‘must-read’
for any would-be bridge expert. Now Mike Lawrence has revised, updated and
expanded it to take into account modern developments in the theory and practice of
competitive bidding. Anyone who is at all serious about improving their game should
read this book. Alfred Sheinwold’s review of the original edition: ‘If you read only one

A MIKE LAWRENCE

BRIDGE CLASSIC bridge book this year, this should be it.’ $32.95

|

seanvoue . Take All Your Chances at Bridge ]

- CHANCES by Eddie Kantar

AT BRIDGE

Selecting the best line of play as declarer on a bridge hand is not easy. Most players
know something about basic odds and percentages, and can usually come up with a
line that offers a reasonable chance of success. However, the expert player will
skilfully combine options, so as to take advantage of more than one possibility. Rather
than putting all his eggs in one basket, the expert will take every extra chance. In this
book, Kantar shows the reader how it’s done - there is always a line of play that will

allow you take all your chances, and to make your contract. $29.95

7

|t'S YOUF Ca" by Marshall Miles ]
IT'S YOUR CALL

For about 25 years, Marshall Miles was the moderator of a monthly all-star bidding
panel for a leading bridge publication. This is a compilation of his favourite problems
from those years, together with the panel’s views and Miles’ own trenchant
comments. Miles’ style is reminiscent of Australia’s Keith McNeill who moderated the
Bidding Forum in Australian Bridge for so many years. A bonus section includes Miles’
latest thoughts and recommendations on a number of cutting-edge bidding ideas.

$29.95

The Bridge Shop - your partner in bridge.

Note advertised prices include GST but not p&h.
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Letter to the Editor

his letter is concerned with the
area of bridge promotion, and
how this can be achieved.

Firstly, 1 would like to commend
Di Brooks (WA) for her attempts to
promote bridge across the country. Fis

| am not surprised that the Western

Australian government gave no support. Unless several
bridge players are voted into Government, there may
be a chance, although | doubt it.

And now for something controversial. In the November
ABF Newsletter David Stern gives a detailed account
of Australia’s performance on the world scale. He
outlines the reasons why Australia has not performed
well, so there is no need to repeat these. The important
point David makes is that “the ABF commits between
$150,000 and $250,000 every year to international
representation.”

In saying this, I do not wish to cast any aspersions on
those who represent our country. They do their best
under difficult circumstances. But there is an inequity
here in that $150,000 to $250,000 is spent on a select
few, whilst the other 31,000 don’t have equal partici-
pation. The mandate of the ABF must be to promote
bridge and spend money accordingly.

If we are not receiving any subsidy for bridge, then
some of this money should be directed towards assist-
ing those who want to improve their game as well as
bringing more new players into the fold. In America,
the ACBL pays 75% of the advertising for any club
which advertises in their local player press. The ABF
should do likewise, paying a subsidy of 50% to any
club which advertises in their local paper. Di men-
tions the figure of $10, 000 or $15,000 (colour). | am
referring to ads between $150 and $300, which are
sufficiently eye-catching.

By the way, did you know that bridge is part of the
curriculum in schools in Third World countries.

There are other areas where bridge promotion can be

improved. This is where seasoned bridge players who
derive a lot of enjoyment from the game can give
something back. Most do not play at their local club
because of the standard of the game, and that is per-
fectly understandable.

How about arranging to give a short talk before a ses-
sion once every three months and/or staying on to play
in the session with one of the members. Imagine the
thrill this would give the members of this club.

16

row

CURRENCY EXCHANGE

L]

Money Exchange
Buy and Sell
Foreign Cash

No Fees

Special Rate for
Toowong Bridge
Club

Toowong Shopping
Village

Telephone

(07) 3371 8959

The image of bridge being a “we and they” game would
hopefully disappear.

In this era of modern technology would it not be pos-
sible for the ABF Newsletter to be emailed to all clubs?
Each club could then email a copy to each member and
print out a few copies for the few members who are not
on the internet. The money saved could be used for the
advertising mentioned above or to subsidise heavily
teaching tours to the country areas.

In conclusion, | would love to see members of all clubs
signing a petition which outlines some of the ideas ex-
pressed above, and sending it to the ABF Management
Committee. It’s a big ask, but it needs to happen.

Greg Quittner
gregquittner@hotmail.com
The ABF replies

s the operator of Gordon Bridge Centre on
Sydney’s North Shore, Greg Quittner has been
teaching and promoting bridge for a considerable time.



He had a thought-provoking
article on teaching in the
November 2008 Newsletter.
Greg attended the May 2009
Management Meeting, for a
general discussion on bridge
teaching and marketing.

Di Brooks is doing a wonder-
ful “job’” of promoting bridge
in Western Australia. The
other states have people doing
similar work.

As to Government support, the Queensland Gov-
ernment funds $21,000 (over three years) to bridge
administration, and approves grants from the Events
Development Program for the Gold Coast Congress.
Bridge in Queensland receives approximately $100,000
annually, from the Community Benefit Fund. Many lo-
cal councils, both in Queensland and elsewhere, give
support to local bridge clubs.

The fundamental rationale for the ABF is to administer
international representation. It must be remembered
that the members of the ABF are the states and territo-
ries. To this end, the ABF paid $60,400 to its members
in 2008 in the way of marketing grants. Each member
receives a masterpoint rebate, which costs another
$60,000. This $120,000 is used by the states and ter-
ritories to market bridge.

The Grand National Teams and the Grand National
Pairs will have a cost in 2009 of $100,000. The Public
Liability Insurance for all clubs is $65,000. The Youth
budget is $70,000 annually.

The Youth Committee and all state bodies work hard
to promote bridge in schools.

This Newsletter costs $79,002 annually, but is money
well spent. Each issue is available on the ABF website
in advance of reaching the clubs. It can be downloaded
by anyone accessing the site. The distribution number
for each club is reviewed with the Editor and adjust-
ments are made within the limit of the print-run. If
more players downloaded a copy, and the print run
was reduced, there would be only a very small sav-
ing. An extra thousand copies has only the paper cost
involved.

The Management Committee is appreciative of all sug-
gestions. The Council reviews expenditure at the An-
nual General Meeting each year. We would not survive
without the efforts from a large number of volunteers
in club land, people like Di Brooks and entrepreneurs
like Greg Quittner.

Keith Mc Donald.President ABF

Want to improve your bridge?

Go to
www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day

Bridge Holidays with Ron and
Suzie Klinger in 2010

Bridge Cruise on the 6-star Crystal Symphony,
Sydney - Barrier Reef - Indonesia - Singapore
April 11 - 26

Barrier Reef Cruise
August 7 - 13

Lord Howe Island
June 19 - 26

Tangalooma Wild Dolphin Resort
August 29 - September 5

Details for any of the above from:

Holiday Bridge,
PO Box 140,
Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589
email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au

New website feature

A new interactive feature of
the ABF website is “Media
News’, which links directly
to other websites.

Here | learned of the death gE===s
of Su Cruickshank (right) 2% y
a well-known and much- B2
loved Novocastrian, a
staunch supporter of Hunter
theatre and a jazz diva.

My memory of Su was as a member of Trumps
Bridge Centre in Mosman in the 1990s.

Recently, Su was a member of Merewether’s
South Leagues Club, where she regularly played
bridge and dined. The Editor
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2009 Open

Playoff Qualifying
Point Awards
December 4, 2009

The number of PQP points

needed to join the Open Panel

is 24

Player

Arjuna De Livera
lan Robinson

Peter Gill

Sartaj Hans
Murray Green
Ishmael Del’Monte
Bill Haughie
Bruce Neill
Richard Brightling
Andrew Peake
Avinash Kanetkar
Ron Klinger
Matthew Mullamphy
Pauline Gumby
Warren Lazer

lan Thomson

Tony Nunn
Andrew Braithwaite
Paul Gosney

David Lilley

Paul Lavings

Tony Leibowitz
Jamie Ebery

Leigh Gold

Martin Bloom
Stephen Burgess
David Appleton
Peter Reynolds
Michael Wilkinson
Theo Antoff

Zolly Nagy

Albert Simpson
Helen Horwitz
Mike Hughes

Nye Griffiths
Justin Williams
Richard Jedrychowski
38 Michael Prescott
Terry Brown

Nick Hughes
David Anderson
Khokan Bagchi
Attilio De Luca
Judy Hocking
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Total
280.0
248.0
150.0
141.0
133.5
130.5
130.0
121.3
117.0
111.0
109.0
102.5
102.5
99.0
99.0
99.0
97.5
94.0
91.5
90.0
84.5
84.5
71.0
71.0
60.0
59.3
57.0
57.0
57.0
54.0
54.0
54.0
49.5
47.0
45.0
45.0
38.3
38.3
37.0
37.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
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The Northern Territory Bridge Association
presents

Territory Gold Bridge Festival

When:  1°-5" September 2010

Where: Alice Springs Convention Centre

What: Three events: Swiss Pairs (with player qualifying points)
Swiss Teams & Matchpoint Pairs

ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS, CASH PRIZES
& MOST EVENINGS FREE!

Make it part of a great “Red Centre” holiday? Alice Springs
and the surrounding area offers so much to see in this unique
part of Australia.

Lasseters Hotel Casino and Convention Centre is an excellent
venue, and offers a great accommodation package including
breakfast: $150 superior/deluxe room/ night, or a suite $230.00.
email reservations.lhc@lasseters.com.au or ph: (08) 89507777
Mention the Bridge Festival when making the booking because
rooms are limited. BOOK EARLY TO ENSURE A GOOD PRICE!

Entry form and detailed information at www.ntba.com.au
Enquiries to the convenor: Eileen Boocock (08) 89524061 tgbf@abf.com.au  or
Chief Tournament Director Phil Gue adelaidebridge@ozemail.com.au

Kevin Lange 36.0
David Lusk 36.0 M
Barbara McDonald 36.0  rere the bridue s

ere the bridge is
Barry Noble 36.0 fun and friendly
George Smolanko 36.0
Alan Walsh 36.0 Employment offered
David Wiltshire 36.0 Administrator / director
Simon Hinge 35.0 Grand Slam Bridge Centre in

| | .
R(_)bert Van Der Hoek  33.0 Experience with computers and
Niek Van Vucht 33.0 the web is essential.
H_enry Christie 32.0 The ideal candidate would also
Nigel Rosendorff 32.0 have some experience working
Bill Jacobs 29.3 with new bridge players in a
Ben Thompson 293 supervising role.
Sara Tishler 29.0 Remuneration and hours
David Hoffman 28.3 can be negotefed.
Nicoleta Giura 28.0 Contact Paul Marston
Mark Abraham 25.5 pm@grandslam.com.au
Kim Morrison 24.0 Phone: (02) 9327-4599
Anton Pol 24.0 All replies will be treated
Andrew Swider 24.0 N confidence




Top 15
McCutcheon Trophy
December 2, 2009

Player Total this year
Arjuna deLivera 488.16
lan Robinson 426.05
Paul Gosney 396.25
Bruce Neill 377.23
Michael Wilkinson 369.18
Peter Gill 368.44
Ted Chadwick 366.63
Pauline Gumby 350.18
Bob Richman 350.12
Warren Lazer 347.87
Paul Lavings 343.89
Neville Francis 330.87
David Hoffman 320.26
Sartaj Hans 318.67
Jamie Ebery 308.01

2009 Women’s
Playoff Qualifying
Point Awards
November 10, 2009

The number of PQP points
needed to join the Women’s
Panel is 15. Open Points not
shown in this table.

Player Total
Therese Tully 158.5
Sheila Bird 124.0
Karen Creet 124.0
Margaret Bourke 120.0
Rena Kaplan 85.0
Alida Clark 96.0
Leone Fuller 96.0
Sue Lusk 86.5
Rosemary Green 82.0
Maureen Jakes 82.0
Paula Schroor 79.0
Pele Rankin 78.0
Elizabeth Havas 75.0
Julia Hoffman 75.0

Nazife Bashar
Kinga Moses
Jenny Thompson
Candice Berman
Tania Lloyd
Nicoleta Giura
Inez Glanger
Marcia Scudder
Catherine Lachman
Helen Snashall
Sara Tishler

Eva Caplan

Rosa Lachman
Paula McLeish
Joan Touyz
Linda King

Kim Neale
Felicity Beale
Pauline Collett
Jill Del Piccolo
Joan Prince
Shira Shilbury
Di Smart

Kate Smith
Beverley Stacey
Berenice Folkard
Helen Lowry
Margaret Millar
Greer Tucker
Lynn Kalmin
Maggie Callander
Shirley Collins
Jodi Tutty

Cathy Warthold
Judy Snow
Therese Demarco
Wendy Driscoll
Pauline Evans
Shizue Futaesaku
Catheryn Herden
Alison Maynard
Rosemary Mooney
Pam Nunn

Di Jagelman
Avril Zets

71.0
71.0
69.0
66.0
60.0
30.0
51.0
51.0
48.0
48.0
18.0
30.0
42.0
36.0
42.0
39.0
39.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
36.0
35.0
35.0
32.5
32.5
30.0
24.0
24.0
23.0
23.0
21.0
18.0
12.0
18.0
12.0
18.0
18.0
18.0
18.0
15.0
15.0

Bridge Base
Operators
required

The ABF is committed to show-
casing the final stages of major
Australian bridge events over
Bridge Base Online.

The National VuGraph Unit
requires BBO operators to as-
sist during events such as the
Australian Team Playoffs, the
GCC, the ANOT, the VCC, the
ANC, the GNOT and the SNOT.
See below for a list of events and
dates in your state. Working as
a BBO operator is now a paid
position and full training will be
provided prior to the event.

If you are interested and able to
help out at any time during these
championships, please contact
Nick at nick@fahrer.com.au

Summer Festival, Canberra,
January 11 - 25, 2010

Gold Coast Congress,
February 27 - March 6, 2010
Open and Women’s Playoffs,
Sydney March 20 - 24, 2010
Seniors Playoffs, Sydney,
April 7 - 11, 2010

Autumn Nationals, Adelaide,
April. 29 - May 3, 2010
Victor Champion Cup,
Melbourne, June 11 - 14, 2010
ANC, Hobart, July 17 - 29,
2010

Spring Nationals Sydney,
October 21 - 28, 2010

Grand National Open Teams,

Tweed Heads, November 26
- 29, 2010

@%ep Bridge.com.cu

the Australian
internet bridge club

Happy StepBridging in 2010
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2010 Open & Women'’s Playoff Fields

he 14 pairs listed are accepted into the field
for the 2010 Playoff.

Two pairs qualify from the Last Train to the
Playoff at the SFOB.

Any withdrawals are replaced by reserve pairs
in the order shown.

The combined PQP rankings of all pairs can be
found at http://abf.com.au/events/playoffs/index.
html#fields

Open Playoff

Arjuna De Livera, lan Robinson
Sartaj Hans, Tony Nunn

Richard Brightling, lan Thomson
Bill Haughie, Andrew Braithwaite
Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer
Bruce Neill, Avinash Kanetkar
Helen Horwitz, Murray Green
Tony Leibowitz, Paul Lavings
Paul Gosney, Peter Gill

Jamie Ebery, Leigh Gold

David Lilley, Zolly Nagy

David Appleton, Peter Reynolds
Andrew Peake, Bob Richman
Nye Griffiths, Justin Williams

Open Reserves

Michael Prescott, Barry Noble

Kevin Lange, Judy Hocking

Robert Van Der Hoek, Nick Van Vucht
Bill Jacobs, Ben Thompson

Women’s Playoff

Sheila Bird, Karen Creet

Sue Lusk, Therese Tully

Alida Clark, Leone Fuller
Maureen Jakes, Rosemary Green
Nazife Bashar, Kinga Moses
Julia Hoffman, Jenny Thompson
Margaret Bourke, Paula McLeish
Pele Rankin, Rosa Lachman
Marcia Scudder, Inez Glanger
Catherine Lachman, Helen Snashall
Nicoleta Giura, Candice Berman
Eva Caplan, Rena Kaplan

Kim Neale, Linda King

Joan Touyz, Shira Shilbury

Reserves

Felicity Beale, Di Smart

Jill Del Piccolo, Kate Smith
Berenice Folkard, Helen Lowry
Shirley Collins, Maggie Callander
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Subsidies
Nearest capital city Subsidy, 2010

Melbourne 440
Canberra 220
Brisbane 440
Adelaide 520
Perth 840
Hobart 520
Darwin 800

Seniors’ Playoff
The Seniors’ Playoff will be held in Sydney,
from April 7-11, 2010.

Location: NSW Bowlers’ Club, 99 York Street,
Sydney

Convener : David Stern

Email: Seniorsplayoff@abf.com.au

Commonwealth Games Update
December 21, 2009 #/

n invitation has been ex- {2
N

tended to Australia to AL,
send a women’s bridge team -;..:%”F
to the 3rd Commonwealth Na-
tions Cup, which takes place DELHI2010
after the XIX Commonwealth "i:T'i"'__?

Games in New Delhi, from
October 4 - 14, 2010. The ABF
Management Committee has confirmed that it
will field a women’s team in New Delhi.

R DR AN L

The 3rd Common-
wealth Nations
Cup will be held in
New Delhi, India,
@74 from October 24 -
29, 2010, and with
the PABF Champi-
onships in Hamilton, New Zealand from 21 - 29
May, 2010, is one of the two international target
events for Australian Open and Women’s Bridge
Teams in 2010.

By the time
of the Com-
monwealth
Nations
Cup, the
large cosmo-
politan city
of 9.8 mil-
lion people
should be able to accommodate the visiting
bridge players. More as news comes to hand.




The ABF Management Committee is seeking applications from
suitably qualified candidates to be considered for the position of

NATIONALTOURNAMENT
COORDINATOR

UG

"r b ‘1""’1"
uuh‘k‘.—:um

It is envisaged that the National Tournament Coordinator (NTC) will maintain the corporate memory for ABF
and licensed events, offer advice on policy ideas to both the Tournament and Management Committees and carry
out any other duties as requested of him/her from time to time.

The list below aims to itemize those activities which will fall under the responsibility of the NTC:

¢ Coordinate with Tournament Organisers of National Events to ensure that he/she has sighted (and endorsed)
the tournament regulations for their respective event.

¢ Coordinate with the Tournament Organisers of those national events under license to the states from the
ABF to ensure that the obligations of each state under said agreement are met in a timely manner.

¢ Appoint (identify) in consultation with the Chairman of the ABF Tournament Committee, a person to act as
the ABF on site representative responsible for adjudicating on all matters pertaining to the ABF at any ABF
or Licensed Event.

¢ Maintain an event record which can be used for comparison on an event by event, year by year basis. ltems
for inclusion in this data base will be number of entries, player origin, entry fees paid, balance sheets for
each event and the final results.

Offer advice and develop policies in consultation with the ABF Management and Tournament Committees.
Maintain the Appeal Handbook.
Maintain the ANC Handbook.

® & o o

Provide a written report for consideration at all ABF Management Committee Meetings detailing the activi-
ties carried out during the period leading up to the meeting.

< Coordinate, in conjunction with the National Viewgraph Coordinator, liaison for all BBO activities.

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate a sound knowledge of bridge activities at national level.
He/she will have good computer and administrative skills, as well as being able to respond to written and verbal
queries in a timely manner. The successful candidate will be a self-starter with excellent communication skills
and the ability to work within tight deadlines.

The successful candidate will be awarded a contract to the value of $10,000 per annum.

Interested parties should send their applications to the Secretary at secretary@abf.com.au to arrive no later than
close of husiness Western Standard Time 29th Januarv 2010.

ENY "W IV Y " FYIYY T P'TY INYT Y IENY PV ENTY TFTYT
il il i il s, i il il il il s i il b i il i Ao,
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Recent events

Congresses and ABF events

Grand National Open Teams
his event was held at Club Banora, Tweed
Heads from November 27 - 30.

Congratulations to SYDNEY 2, Mike Hughes,
Barbara McDonald, Bruce Neill, Alan Walsh,
David Wiltshire, who defeated PERTH 3, Shizue
Futaesaku, Tony Lusk, Eddy Mandavy, Thilak
Ranasinghe by 79 - 23 IMPs then went on to
take out the Grand Final.

LFiE

The other repechage result:

MELBOURNE 2, Simon Hinge, Peter Hollands,
Justin Howard, Andrew Mill defeated SYDNEY
5, Nevena Djurovic, Jamie Ebery, Pauline Evans,
Berenice Folkard by 50 - 45 IMPs.

In one semi final match, SYDNEY 2 narrowly
defeated SYDNEY 1, David Beauchamp, Edward
Chadwick, Pauline Gumby, Warren Lazer by
105 - 102 IMPs, while CANBERRA 1, Khokan
Bagchi, Richard Brightling, Arjuna De Livera,
David Lilley, lan Robinson, lan Thomson de-
feated MELBOURNE 2 by 161 - 85 IMPs.

In the Grand Final, SYDNEY 2 defeated CAN-
BERRA 1, 142 - 44 IMPs.

Golden West Swiss Pairs
his event was held at Mandurah, Western
Australia on November 20 -21.

Open:

1st:  Clive and Inga Hunt

2nd: John Beddow, Melton Egmont
3rd: John Ashworth, Warren Fiske

Seniors: Pauline Hammond, David Schokman
Veterans: John and Ruth Hansen

Men: Leon Randolph, Tony Stevens

Women: Allison Stralow, Noelene Law
Country: Jean McLarty, Ann Bate

Mixed: Martin and Carol Cleeves

Best performing youth player: Rhys Cooper.
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Bathurst and District Congress

Friday April 30 - Sunday May 2.

Contact: Diane Kajons, bridgeclubbathurst@
bigpond.com

2010 Open and Women'’s Playoffs

This event will be held in Sydney, from March
20-24, 2010 at the NSW Bowlers’ Club, 99 York
Street, Sydney.

Convener: Eric Ramshaw, playoffconvener@
abf.com.au

Seniors’ Playoffs

This event will be held in Sydney, April 7-11,
2010 at the NSW Bowlers’ Club.

Convener: David Stern, Seniorsplayoff@abf.
com.au

Autumn Nationals

This event will be held at a venue to be advised,
from April 29 - May 3, 2010

Convener: Dianne Marler, anot@abf.com.au

Western Senior Pairs, Perth
This event will be held from 15-16 May, 2010
Convener: Jane Reynolds, wsp@abf.com.au

(\.\ ) ?//,

Seize your opportunity

You may not win the Gold Coast Congress, but
your club can be a winner if you take advantage
of our special deals from 27 February to 6 March:

* All Duplimate machines reduced by 10%

e All boards reduced by 20%

* Piatnik top quality cards: $440 for 200

* Favourable trade-in valuations

e Duplimates serviced free of (labour) charge
* Free software upgrades

* Free Duplimate seminar & workshop

Contact Doug Meyers for details and offers.

Duplimate Australia

(07) 3266 4431 * sales@duplimate.com
www.duplimate.com




From Kim Ellaway’s Desk

t seems like yesterday that Christmas was six

months away — and once again | am totally
disorganized with lots to arrange and little time
to do it. Don’t let this happen to you with the
Gold Coast Congress! You should have already
pulled your finger out, found your partners and
teamates, booked your accommodation and
flights and don’t forget to put your entry in!
(Please check online to ensure it is all correct
even if someone else was taking care of it — it is
amazing how many people rock up for the pairs
assuming their teammates had entered them!). |
love to see those numbers grow.

DATES
Saturday 27 February to Saturday 6 March

Please remember we start a day earlier — the pairs
commences on Saturday 1pm (2pm EST) NOT
on Sunday as in previous years. The teams com-
mence on Tuesday at 1pm, NOT Tuesday night.
Everyone has a night off on Monday night.

ACCOMMODATION
If you haven’t already booked, check out our
website as we now have several outlets giving
us a discounted rate.

ENTRIES

Our running rate is up compared to this time
last year for the teams (84 teams entered as op-
posed to 73) and pairs slightly up — 100 v. 99 as
at 7.12.2009 v. 2008.

INTERMEDIATE TEAMS

We have created a new category for players with
less than 500 Masterpoints as at 30/09/09. This
will create a buffer for those players who no

longer qualify as restricted, but are not yet ready
to play in the Open field. This appears to be a
success, with 12 teams already entered. | assure
you we will have an Intermediate section for the
pairs as well as the teams next year.

SENIORS’ TEAMS

The seniors this year play fewer boards than the
Open, hence the cheaper entry fee for the teams.
They will play 10 matches (same as last year)
and follow the same programme as the Open,
except there will be no play for them Wednesday
night. This means if they play for the full week
they will have Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
nights off.

INTERMEDIATE/RESTRICTED/NOVICE
TEAMS

These will also play 10 rounds, but will play the
same timetable as the Open except they will not
play the last two rounds. This means they will
finish around 2pm Thursday. This enables the
finals for the Intermediate, Restricted and Novice
Sections to be played that afternoon.

ENY "W IV Y " FYIYY T P'TY INYT Y IENY PV ENTY TFTYT
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THE QUEENSLAND BRIDGE ASSOCIATION IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
AUSTRALIAN BRIDGE FEDERATION PRESENTS THE...

GOLD COAST
CONGRESS

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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e Gold Coast
- Congress has early
B start to accommodate
#= 12rounds in the Teams

S Championship

" Pairs start Saturday 27/2/10 1pm
Teams start Tuesday 2/3/10 1pm

4 s . S Yy :
L 0t . oy, el %
= HALIASRRENRAA i ’ (J. | {
Bl : 3 1, L e 4
! Wi tet R
% "-i.," ol i ; Y 2 = 9 ]
J - .. -
\

BRI

SATURDAY 27 SUNDAY 28 MONDAY 01 TUESDAY 02 WEDNESDAY 03 THURSDAY 04

GC PAIRS Pairs Championship
GC TEAMS ‘ Teams Championship

A full program of events can be found at www.qldbridge.com/gcc

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

For further enquiries or to register, contact

KIM ELLAWAY

Queensland q Tel: +61 7 3351 8602
Events N Fax: +61 7 3103 4799

Regional Development Program GOLD COAST Mobile: +61 4 1206 4903

congress email: managerfdqldbridge.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION VIsIT www.qldbridge.com/gcc



