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 The Spring National Teams, held in the last week 
of October, began with the Open Teams and the 

Restricted Teams. 
Board 13, South deals, all vulnerable
  A 10 5 4 3 2
 A 9
 A K 8

A 6

  Q J
 K J 10 8 5 4
 5

Q 10 8 7
 West North East South
      2
 Pass 2NT1 Pass 32

 Pass 6  All Pass
1. Strong enquiry
2. Maximum points, poor suit

West leads Q. Plan the play.

The deal arose in Round 1:
  A 10 5 4 3 2
 A 9
 A K 8

A 6

  9 7  K 8 6
 Q 3 7 6 2
 Q J 10 7 3 9 6 4 2
 K J 3 2  9 5 4
  Q J
 K J 10 8 5 4
 5

Q 10 8 7

After West leads Q against 6, a reasonable line is 
to win and play A and 9 to 10. This loses and, 
say, East returns J. You play low in dummy, ruff in 
hand, draw the last trump and then run Q. That also 
loses. One down, but you had good chances, one of 
two fi nesses.

Springtime for the Underdogs David Hoffman of Canberra suggested a superior line, 
which needs no fi nesses. Take A, K, discarding a 
spade, ruff a spade and continue with K and A. On 
the actual deal Q drops. You continue with a spade 
ruff, draw the last trump and discard your club losers 
on dummy’s established spade winners. 

That line produces 13 tricks. Suppose hearts are 3-2, 
but Q does not drop. You ruff a spade and knock 
out Q. Again your club losers go away on dummy’s 
spades. The Hoffman line succeeds whenever spades 
and hearts are 3-2 and on several other layouts.

At some tables North became declarer after South 
opened a multi-2. Pity those Easts who found the 
‘safe’ opening lead of a trump.

There were 15 pairs in 6, with seven successful. 
Datum: NS 640.

This was a tough slam to bid in Round 3:
Board 19, South deals, EW vulnerable
  J 9
 8 7
 K 10 9 8 2

J 8 5 3

  10 8 7 2  6 5 4
 Q 10 9 6 4 A 5 2
 7 5 Q J 6 4
 6 4  9 7 2
  A K 3
 K J 3
 A 3

A K Q 10

Ishmael Del’Monte – Sartaj Hans bid to the cold 6 
this way:
 West North East South

  Del’Monte  Hans
      2
 Pass 2  Pass 2NT1  
 Pass 3NT Pass 4NT2
 Pass 5NT3 Pass 6
 All Pass     

1. Balanced, forcing to game
2. Stronger than already promised
3. Pick a minor slam if possible

The only other successful pair in 6 was Noel Bugeia 
– George Stockham. Five pairs bid 6NT. None made it.
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 South deals, nil vulnerable
 West North East South
      21
 2 Pass ?
1. 6+ diamonds, 10-13 points

What would you do as East with AJ6, Q973, ---, 
AQ8732
Session 4, Board 11, South deals, nil vulnerable
  10 7 5 4 3
 10 8
 Q J 2

9 6 4

  K 9 8  A J 6
 A K J 5 2 Q 9 7 3
 8 7 5 ---
 J 10  A Q 8 7 3 2
  Q 2
 6 4
 A K 10 9 6 4 3

K 5
 West North East South
 Mullamphy    Haughie
      21

 2 Pass 42  Pass 
 4NT Pass 53 Pass 
 6  All Pass
1. 6+ diamonds, 10-13 points
2. 4+ hearts, 0-1 diamond
3. Two Key Cards plus trump queen

Declarer lost a club but made 12 tricks for +980.
 West North East South

  Lavings  Krochmalik
      1
 1 Pass 41  Dbl 
 4 4  Pass Pass 
 5  All Pass
1. 4+ hearts, 0-1 diamond
Declarer made 12 tricks, but 11 IMPs away.

There were seven pairs who bid and made 6. All the 
others played in 4 or 5, except one NS pair who 
were in 5 undoubled, –150. The datum was EW 520. 
 West deals, EW vulnerable
 West North East South
 21 Dbl 4 ?

1. Weak two, 9-12 points

What would you do as South with J, 1076, Q74, 
KJ10765
Session 4, Board 16, West deals, EW vulnerable

  Q 10 5
 ---
 K J 10 9 6

A Q 9 3 2

  9 4 2  A K 8 7 6 3
 A Q 9 8 5 2 K J 4 3
 A 8 3 5 2
 8  4
  J
 10 7 6
 Q 7 4

K J 10 7 6 5
 West North East South
 Mullamphy    Haughie
 21 Dbl 4 All Pass

1. Weak two, 9-12 points.

South looks to be worth 5 here. Even after the pass, 
North might take further action, perhaps 4NT to show 
both minors. It is a pity to sell out to 4, which makes, 
while 5 is on for NS.
 West North East South
  Lavings   Krochmalik
 11 2NT1 42 5
 5 Pass Pass 6
 Pass Pass Dbl All Pass
1. Minors.
2. 4+ hearts, 0-1 club.

The result was one down, –100, but 11 IMPs in. It looks 
unfortunate to sacrifi ce in 6 when 5 is failing, but 
5 might easily make. Swap 3 and 10 and 5 will 
make 12 tricks. 
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PAUL LAVINGS BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES
PO Box 807  Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861  Email: paul@bridgegear.com
Visit bridge museum at www.bridgegear.com or visit (phone fi rst)

UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.
Books, software, club & home supplies. 2nd hand books, vintage & antique items.

DEALER 4

THE
BEST

* Classes above
  the opposition

* Fully electronic

* No barcodes

* Uses any cards

* Ask about grants
  in QLD & WA

* One-for-all price 
  of $4495

PAUL LAVINGS - 
Australian agent
PHONE 02-9388-8861

paul@bridgegear.com

WHEN YOU BUY FROM 
PAUL LAVINGS MOST 

OR ALL OF YOUR 
PAYMENT STAYS IN 

AUSTRALIA

BRIDGE CLUB SUPPLIES FOR 2014
PLAYING CARDS FOR BRIDGE CLUBS

We have the cards your club requires at the best price

Call 02-9388-8861 and talk to Paul, or email paul@bridgegear.com

ALSO FOR CLUBS

Speak to us about Bridgemates and Compscore2 for your club

We pay the fi rst $10 postage on all club supply orders over $175

Jack 5
CD, PC, $99.00
Winner world championship
2013 for the ninth time
Upgrade $49.50 (must
have Jack 4)

BEST SOFTWARE

NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS AND SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE
20% DISCOUNT + POSTFREE TO BRIDGE CLUB LIBRARIES

Duplicate Bridge Schedules, History 
and Mathematics
by Ian McKinnon  $85 

How to be a Lucky Player 
by Matthew Thomson  $24.95

The Second Book of Bridge
Problems
by Patrick O’Connor  $22.95 

Defensive Play at Bridge:
A Quizbook
by Seagram & Bird  $24.95 

Bridge Baron 24
CD, PC or Mac, $99.00
May added features and 
options.
Upgrade $49.50 (on return 
of ANY previous BB)

NEW BOOKS
The Rabbi And The
Weaker Sex
by Bird & Klinger  $29.95 

The Secrets of Winning Bridge 
by Jeff Rubens $34.95 

The Headmaster, The Matron, 
And The Scissors Coup
by David Bird  $29.95 

Bridge For The Connoisseur
by Hugh Kelsey  $29.95

100% PLASTIC
Large pips, no slip, no static  $2.75

Heavy duty $3.50

PLASTIC-COATED
Large pips  $2.50
Queens Slipper  $2.50
Anti-revoke  $1.65

PLASTIC BOARDS  $3.30
WALLETS - top design 16 for $30
BIDDING BLOCKS  40/$4.80ea, 
80/$4.60 ea
Travelling Score Slips 50+/$3.30 ea
System Cards

SUPER BID BOX $49.95 ea
Replacement bid cards 55c ea
TABLE NUMBERS
INSTANT SCORERS
I LOVE BRIDGE biros for session 
prizes, etc  $3/$5 each
Biros for club use - 70 for $10

Advanced Bridge - Contested Auctions
by Derrick Browne  $16.95 

ORDER CARDS WITH YOUR CLUB LOGO - ASK PAUL
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The winners of the Two Men and a Truck Restricted 
Teams were Allan Pike – Kathryn Hawke – Edward 
Truscott – Mike Edward, with Noreen Armstrong – 
Carolyn Greenwich – Susan Britton – Peter Moller 
second and Kathy Clift – Malcolm Clift – Arthur Bragg 
– Fran Campbell third.
On this deal, Board 7 of the last round of the Spring 
National Open Teams, cover the East and South hands 
and consult the auction below. West leads K: two – 
four – nine. What would you play as West at trick two?
Session 9, Board 7, West deals, all vulnerable
  8 5 3 2
 J 9 5
 9 4 2

10 8 7

  K Q 10  A J 7 6 4
 3 2 Q 8 4
 A 10 7 ---
 Q 9 6 4 3  A K J 5 2
  9
 A K 10 7 6
 K Q J 8 6 5 3

---
 West North East South
 1 Pass 1 2
 2 Pass 4 5
 Dbl All Pass

EW were playing count signals on partner’s lead. 
Here that makes no sense, as East was bound to have 
fi ve spades for the jump to 4. East’s 4 was a suit-
preference signal, of course, asking West to switch to 
a club. As it happens, West can continue with either 
black suit or A, and the defence can prevail. A heart 
switch, or 7 or 10 switch allows declarer to succeed. 
 West North East South
 Neill    De Livera
 1 Pass 1 5
 Pass! Pass 6! All Pass
A heart lead beats 6, but North led 9, partner’s suit. 
Bruce Neill won with A, discarding a heart from 
dummy, drew trumps, discarded his heart losers on 
the spades and crossruffed the rest for all the tricks 
and +1390.
At the other table:
 West North East South
  Hinge   Morrison
 1 Pass 1() 21

 Dbl Pass! Pass 32

 Pass 4  Pass Pass
 4 Pass Pass 5
 Pass Pass Dbl All Pass
1. Hearts and diamonds
2. A very strong hand 

West led K and did not slip up at trick two. NS –200, 
but +15 IMPs.

In Round 9, HANS (159 VPs) vs BLOOM (148), 
TRAVIS (148) vs REITZER (145), HORWITZ (141) 
vs NASH (140), FISCHER (138) vs LOWRY (138) and 
PEAKE (137) vs WILKINSON (135), with four teams 
to qualify for the semi fi nals.

You would not expect a team running 10th to have 
much chance, but WILKINSON scored a 25-5 win to 
go to 160. HANS beat BLOOM 19-11, to go to 178 and 
leaving BLOOM on 159. TRAVIS won 23-7 to move 
to 171 and FISCHER won 25-5 to go to 163. With one 
board to go in Round 9, WILKINSON was leading by 
55-23 IMPs, 22-8 VPs. That was not enough to qualify. 
They needed 16 more IMPs to score a maximum win 
and the cards obliged:
Session 9, Board 20, West deals, all vulnerable

  8 5
 K 9 8 7
 10 9 8
 A K Q J
  A K Q 7 6 4 3  9 2
 --- A J 10
 7 2 A K Q 4 3
 10 7 5 2  8 4 3
  J 10
 Q 6 5 4 3 2
 J 6 5

9 6

At one table West opened 4, all pass. Pauline Gumby, 
North, led four rounds of clubs, NS +100. At the other 
table, Griff Ware opened 4, North doubled for takeout 
and South bid 5. This came back to Michael Wilkin-
son, who doubled for penalties. The defence took two 
spades, three diamonds and two hearts. That was six 
down, EW +1400 and +17 IMPs. WILKINSON had 
qualifi ed for the semi fi nals with 1 IMP to spare!

In another match, Andrew Richman opened 4, all 
pass. When North led the top clubs, West followed 
with 7 and 10. To South it seemed as though West 
had started with only two clubs. When North played a 
third top club, South ruffed to try for a trump promo-
tion. Nice try, but no cigar.

After the qualifying, the leaders were HANS, Sartaj 
Hans, Ishmael Del’Monte, Gabby Feiler, Michael Whi-
bley, Justin Williams on 178 Victory Points), TRAVIS, 
Barbara Travis – Candice Ginsberg, Annette Henry 
– Stephen Henry, 171, FISCHER, Stephen Fischer – 
David Morgan, Michael Cartmell – Nick Fahrer, 163 
and WILKINSON, Michael Wilkinson – Griff Ware, 
Pauline Gumby – Warren Lazer, 160.
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HANS vs FISCHER semi fi nal, Session 1:
Board 4, East deals, all vulnerable
  8 5
 A 10 9 7
 A K J 6 5 2
 2
  A Q 7 6  J 9 4
 Q 8 5 4 J 6 3
 10 Q 9 7
 K 10 5 4  Q J 9 8
  K 10 3 2
 K 2
 8 4 3

A 7 6 3
Both sides ended in 3NT by South. Both received a low 
club lead. Feiler, South, saw that if diamonds behaved, 
there was no rush to take A. He ducked twice and took 
A on the third round. He then played a diamond to the 
ace, returned to K and led another diamond. When 
West showed out, he played K and a third diamond. 
East returned the fourth club to the king, and West 
cashed A for one down.

At the other table, South won the fi rst club and tackled 
diamonds at once via A, K, K, diamond to Q. 
Del’Monte, East, played 8, which held, then 9, ten, 
queen. West cashed K and played 10 to Q. East 
reverted to J, ducked and another spade. The defence 
collected four spades, three clubs and Q for four 
down, +400, +7 IMPs. In the other semi fi nal both NS 
pairs played in a diamond partscore for +130.

You open 1, Pass, 1NT by your partner, Pass back 
to you. What would you do with 107652, KQ64, 
AQ, J10
Board 8, West deals, nil vulnerable
  Q 4
 10 9 7
 J 7 6 3
 9 6 4 2
  10 7 6 5 2  9 8
 K Q 6 4 3 2
 A Q 10 8 4 2
 J 10  A K 7 5 3
  A K J 3
 A J 8 5
 K 9 5

Q 8
At three tables EW bid 1 : 1NT, 2 : 2. Del’Monte, 
West, received 6 lead, won by Q. He played J to 
the ace, 2 to the king, 10 to the king and 3. South 
took A and played A, K. That crashed Q. West 
was able to drive out J and draw South’s last trump 
for eight tricks, +110. After taking A, South could 

have defeated 2 via A, then 3. In the other semi 
fi nal both Wests were one off in 2. 

One usually removes a 1NT response with a minimum 
opening and a 5-4 pattern when the four-card suit is 
lower-ranking than the suit opened. At the other table 
West passed 1NT, but that went one down, –50, and 
4 IMPs away.

At the end of the fi rst quarter HANS led by 75 IMPs 
to 12.

HANS vs FISCHER, Session 2:
Board 15, East deals, EW vulnerable

  A 8 7 5
 5 3 2
 9 4

10 7 6 4

  10 9  K Q J 2
 A K Q J 10 4 8 7
 7 A 3 2
 K Q 5 3  A J 9 8
  6 4 3
 9 6
 K Q J 10 8 6 5

2
 West North East South
 Del’Monte Cartmell Williams Fahrer
     1NT 3
 3 Pass 4 Pass
 4NT Pass 5 Pass
 6 All Pass

The play was mundane. EW +1430
West       North       East       South
 West North East South
 Morgan Whibley Fischer Hans
     1 2
 Dbl Pass 2NT Pass
 4 All Pass

Lead: 9. 12 tricks, +680, –13 IMPs.

Playing negative free bids, West was obliged to double 
2, as 2 would not have been forcing. Negative free 
bids are a better style for pairs than for teams, where 
bidding slams is more important than being able to 
stop in a partscore. Over 2NT West could have bid 
3 forcing, and that should lead to 6. With just four 
losers, the West hand has huge slam potential. 
If one had no methods at all, it would be a fair punt for 
West to bid 6 at once. That is precisely what Stephen 
Henry (NZ) did in the other semi fi nal after East had 
opened 1NT and South jumped to 4! His +1430 was 
worth 2 IMPs, as EW at the other table ended in 6
for +1370. 
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The NTBA and ABF present  

Territory Gold Bridge Festival 2014  
in Darwin 

 

at the 

DoubleTree by Hilton, Esplanade  
(formerly Holiday Inn, Esplanade) 

  
Wednesday August 27 – Sunday 31   2014 

 

Three events:  Swiss Pairs (with player qualifying points), Matchpoint Pairs 
and Swiss Teams 

 
ALL WITH GOLD MASTERPOINTS, CASH PRIZES 

& EVENINGS FREE! 
 

As Darwin is very popular at this time of year – and very busy – players 
should be booking flights and accommodation now. 
 

For more information visit the NTBA website www.ntba.com.au 
 
Tournament Organiser:  Pam Nunn:  tgbf@abf.com.au   (08) 8981 7287 

After two passes West opens 1NT, 12-14, Pass, Pass to 
South who holds A10542, 87, KJ83, 85

With only NS vulnerable, what would you do as South?
Board 19, East deals, NS vulnerable

  Q 6
 K Q 10 9 3
 10 9

A 6 4 2

  K J 9 8  7 3
 4 2 A J 6 5
 A 7 6 Q 5 4 2
 K Q J 3  10 9 7
  A 10 5 4 2
 8 7
 K J 8 3

8 5

Ishmael Del’Monte, West opened 1NT in third seat, 
all pass. North led Q, ducked, then 9, taken by J. 

7 went to the king and ace and North returned 10, 
won by A. After 10 to Q and 3 to 9, declarer 
played 3 to K. He cashed J and fi nished with eight 
tricks for +120. (In the other semi fi nal both Wests were 
one down in 1NT.)
 West North East South
 Morgan Whibley Fischer Hans
     Pass Pass
 1NT1 Pass Pass 22

 Pass Pass Dbl3 All Pass
1. 12-14
2. A braver man than I am
3. For takeout

Lead: Q – two – ten – fi ve

Declarer won J continuation and ran 9 to A. West 
switched to K, ace, and South played 8 to the king 
and ace. East returned 7 to Q. Declarer ruffed a 
club, crossed to Q and ruffed another club. He then 
exited with 10 to J. North could cash 9, but then 
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Want to improve your bridge?

Go to www.ronklingerbridge.com
for new material each day

Bridge Holidays
with Ron & Suzie Klinger

In 2014

   Kangaroo Island,                  Tangalooma Wild Dolphin  
  off  Adelaide                                         Resort (on Moreton  
  April 25 -                                                 Island, off  Brisbane  
  May 2                                                                           July 6 - 13 

 

Norfolk Island Holiday
November 17 - 24

Brochures available for any of these on request:
Holiday Bridge, 

PO Box 140, 
Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589

email:  suzie@ronklingerbridge.com

WiWildld D ll hhiangaroo IIsllland

lk I l d H lid

had to lead a diamond into declarer’s KJ. Declarer 
made four spades, one heart, two diamonds and one 
club for eight tricks, +670 and +13 IMPs.

At the halfway mark HANS led by 122-29. HANS vs 
FISCHER Session 3:
Board 32, West deals, EW vulnerable
  K 6 4 3
 A J 8 7 6 4
 K
 A 4
  10 2  A Q 9 8 5
 --- 5
 A 10 5 Q J 8 7 6 4
 K Q 10 9 8 7 5 2 6
  J 7
 K Q 10 9 3 2
 9 3 2

J 3

Every West in the semi fi nals opened 5. Sartaj Hans 
doubled, everyone passed, and he led DK. Declarer, 
David Morgan, made 12 tricks, +950. At the other 
table Gabby Feiler’s 5 was passed out. Nick Fahrer 
led A and switched to A. Declarer also made 12 
tricks, scoring 620 but –8 IMPs. 

Note that West has only eight playing tricks, so that 
every West was following the Rule of Three for pre-
empts, even at unfavourable vulnerability. Quite right, 
too. Personally I like double of a preempt as being 
primarily for takeout. With that approach South should 
have no diffi culty bidding 5.  
1. West deals, NS vulnerable
 West North East South
 1  Pass 1NT ?

What would you do as South with J85, AKQ98654, 
7, 9?

Another eight-card suit at unfavourable vulnerability!
Board 40, West deals, NS vulnerable
  A 10 2
 J
 Q J 5 4 3
 Q 10 7 3
  K Q 7 6 3  9 4
 3 10 7 2
 A 8 K 10 9 6 2
 A K 8 4 2  J 6 5
  J 8 5
 A K Q 9 8 6 5 4
 7
 9
 West North East South
 Morgan Hans Fischer Whibley
 1 Pass 1 3
 3 Pass 4 All Pass

Lead: J – two – king – three

Declarer suffered several ruffs and overruffs for four 
down, –200. With eight playing tricks, South’s 3 is 
defi nitely conservative. All the other Souths bid 4.

At the other table:
 West North East South
 Feiler Fahrer Williams Cartmell
 1 Pass 1NT 4
 Dbl All Pass

Lead: A – three – six – nine 

West switched to K, taken by the ace. South drew 
trumps and had 10 tricks for +790 and +11 IMPs.
 West North East South
 S Henry Ware A Henry Wilkinson
 1 Pass 1NT 4
 5 Dbl All Pass

Lead: J – two – ace – three

Declarer went three down, –500, +3 IMPs.
FISCHER won the third session of the Spring National 
Open Teams semi fi nal by 38-17, but still trailed by 
67-139 with 14 boards to go.
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EXCLUSIVE!
You must book 

through us to join 
this tour...

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

on board the Crystal Symphony
Ports of Call -- BBeijing, Xinganng, Dalian, Shanghai,  NNagasaki,   

OOsaka, Shimizu   aand TTokyo  
TTour of the Great Wall

                                                                                                                                                              Host: Gary Brown             
                                                                                                            
                                                                                                            

 
 
 
 

 
OCEAN VIEW cabins starting at only...

$8,995 twin-share
 
 

 
 
 

All Inclusive:  1.  Return economy airfare including all air taxes.  2. Airport - Hotel - Ship - 
Airport Transfers.    3.  Two night's accommodation at the Marriott in Beijing.    4. Welcome Group 
Dinner.  5.  City Tour of Beijing.  6.  Tour of the Great Wall.  7.  Cruise on the 6-Star Crystal Symphony.  8.  Several private 
sightseeing tours (save up to $1,000 per person off expensive ship tours).  9. All port & handling charges  10. Pre-paid 
mandatory on-board gratuities.  11.  Full Bridge program.  12. Prizes for all participants. 

 

There are no hidden costs when cruising with OZ Bridge Travel 
 

Crystal Symphony:  The big ships hold 2,500 passengers.  The small ships 300.  Crystal takes 900.  Not too big, not 
too small. Lots of onboard choices!  Chrystal defines cruise ship luxury. 
 

Pre-Cruise Delights:  We will stay at the lovely Marriott Hotel in Beijing for 2 nights before we board the Crystal.  
After a good night's sleep, meet in the lobby to board our air-con coach tour of the Great Wall of China.  On our return to 
the hotel - freshen up and meet us in the lobby at 7pm.  We are treating the group to a welcome dinner.    
 

 
   

 

\ 

OZ BRIDGE TRAVEL  
presents... A PLATINUM  6--Star Cruise

CCHINA and THE ORIENT  

For a full colour brochure and tour details: 
Contact Gary: brownbridge@ozemail.com.au  or  call 0418 570 430 

Contact Nigel: nigel@travelrite.com.au  or  call 1800 630 343 

1 LUXURY 2 SECURITY 3 GREAT VALUE
                    
         

THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS HOLIDAY 

Elegantly appointed 6-Star 
ship.  You'll be impressed.

Being a member of a group offers 
comfort, friendship and security.

Consider all
that is included!

 

AApril 16 -- MMay 2, 2014  
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Session 4:
West deals, nil vulnerable
 West North East South
 1  Pass 1 ?

What would you do as South with AKQ, AKQ10742, 
A, 63
Board 52, West deals, nil vulnerable
  9 3 2
 J 8 5
 10 6 4 2
 8 5 4
  J 6 4  10 8 7 5
 6 9 3
 K Q J 5 3 9 8 7
 A K Q J  10 9 7 2
  A K Q
 A K Q 10 7 4 2
 A
 6 3
 West North East South
 Fahrer Del’Monte Cartmell Feiler
 1 Pass 1 6
 Dbl? All Pass

South’s 6 indicates a rosy view of life. It is hard to 
tell whether South or West is the bigger optimist. Next 
time South might have the same high card content, 
but with a 4-7-1-1 pattern. The double might gain 50 
points, but stands to lose much more, particularly if 
South redoubles. Still, West was right this time and 
collected 100.

At the other table it went 1 (strong) : Pass : 1 (nega-
tive), 4, all pass, +450 and 11 Imps to FISCHER.

In the other semi-fi nal, Warren Lazer opened 1 : 
Pass : Pass to Annette Henry, who also jumped to 6. 
Lazer passed, as did the others, and collected two club 
tricks for +50. 
 West North East South
 Ginsberg Ware Travis Wilkinson
 1 Pass Pass Dbl
 2 Pass Pass 4
 All Pass

South made 11 tricks, +450, +11 IMPs.
2. South deals, nil vulnerable
 West North East South
      Pass
 11 4  Pass 5
 6 Pass ?

1. Artifi cial, strong

What would you do as East with J64, K4, 962, 
KJ1076

Board 55, South deals, nil vulnerable
  Q 7 5
 10
 A K J 10 7 5 4 3
 Q
  A K 10 9  J 6 4
 A Q J 8 7 6 5 K 4
 --- 9 6 2
 A 2  K J 10 7 6
  8 3 2
 9 3 2
 Q 8
 9 8 5 4 3
 West North East South
 Fahrer Del’Monte Cartmell Feiler
      Pass
 1 5  Dbl Pass
 5NT Pass 6 Pass 
 6 All Pass

Lead: A. 13 tricks, EW +1010.

At the other table Michael Whibley optimistically 
raised 6 to 7. No doubt he was thinking that if 
West can bid 6 missing the trump king, the East hand 
should be worth 7. Given the actual West hand, the 
grand slam would not always have a happy ending, 
but here it did when Q fell singleton. That gave EW 
1510 and 11 IMPs. 

HANS won the semi fi nal by 194-85.
Board 16, North deals, NS vulnerable
  A 10 8 3
 9
 9 6 3
 A K 8 5 2
  Q J 4  9 7 5 2
 Q J 10 8 7 K 5 4 3
 J 5 4 A
 Q 7  J 9 6 3
  K 6
 A 6 2
 K Q 10 8 7 2
 10 4
In the other semi fi nal, with no opposition bidding both 
NS pairs ended in 3NT, down after a heart lead. Candice 
Ginsberg and Barbara Travis avoided 3NT this way:
 West North East South
 Ware Ginsberg Wilkinson Travis
  1 Pass 1
 Pass 1  Pass 2
 Pass 3  Pass 4
 Pass 4  Pass 5
 Pass 6  All Pass

Lead: J – nine – three – ace
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OOZ Bridge Travel...presents 
Natural Wonders of  
Canada & Alaska  

Fly/Cruise/Stay  14 Days 
Sept 1 - 14, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
      
 

                        

 
 
 
 

For a full colour brochure and detailed 
itinerary contact: 

Gary:  brownbridge@ozemail.com.au  
0418 570 430 
  
Nigel:  nigel@travelrite.com.au  

 

nts
You are invited to sail with us on an 

extraordinary cruise of the spectacular 
Canadian and Alaskan coastline.   

All while on board the stately MS Volendam.  
We will cruise the Inside Passage seeing 
beautiful wildlife unique to this area and 

against a backdrop of scenery that  
will take your breath away. 

ALL INCLUSIVE 
Return economy airfare
4 nights hotel accommodation in Vancouver
8 day cruise of the Inside Passage
Tours of Vancouver, Juneau, Ketchikan
Tour leadership and Bridge program
All meals on the Volendam
Cruise taxes, port and handling charges
No hidden costs

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
Scenic sailing in Glacier Bay
Visit  Juneau, Skagway, Ketchikan
Eagles, whales, sea otters, grizzly bears,
dolphins
Premium mid-size ship (MS Volendam)
Vancouver
Bridge tuition and games
Learn about ancient Indian culture
Rocky  Mountaineer  Extension Tour

Host:  Gary Brown 
Author of 6 Bridge books, host 
of 45 Bridge tours, a love for 
Bridge, people and teaching - 
Gary invites you to experience 
an OZ Bridge Travel Holiday.    

 

   

                      

EXTENSION TOUR    4-Days 
Post-tour perhaps you can be convinced to stay on and join us onboard the luxurious Rocky 
Mountaineer dome train.  We will farewell the main group and then board the Rocky Mountaineer which 
will take us deep into the Canadian Rockies.  We will rail up through Roger's Pass and Jasper and then 
down into Lake Louise and Banff.  The crowning glory is we have secured 3 night's accommodation at 
the famous Chateau Lake Louise!  Seating is limited for this extension tour. 

Travelling with a group offers: 

Security & 
Camaraderie 
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Declarer ruffed a heart, crossed to K, ruffed the third 
heart and played a diamond. East won and played K. 
South ruffed with 10, drew trumps and had 12 tricks, 
+1370.

Semi fi nal results: HANS beat FISCHER by 194-85. 
WILKINSON beat TRAVIS by 156-116.

Final, Session 1:
Board 1, South deals, nil vulnerable
  A J 7
 Q J 6
 A K J 5 2
 J 7
  4  K 10 6 2
 2 K 9 8
 Q 10 9 8 4 7 6 3
 A K Q 10 9 8 6 4 2
  Q 9 8 5 3
 A 10 7 5 4 3
 ---
 5 3
 West North East South
 Gumby Williams Lazer Feiler
      21

 32 43 Pass 4
 4NT4 Dbl 5 5
 All Pass
1. Weak, both majors
2. Both minors
3. Bid your longer major, please
4. Pick a minor, please

Lead: A – seven – six – three

West continued with K. Declarer later lost a spade 
for one down, –50. I cannot tell how you feel about it, 
but after North doubled 4NT, indicating a desire for 
penalties, South had no business bidding 5, despite 
the excellent shape. Witness what happened at the 
other table:
 West North East South
 Whibley Wilkinson Del’Monte Ware
      Pass
 1 Dbl 1 4
 4NT1 Dbl 5 Pass!
 Pass Dbl All Pass
1. Pick a minor

Lead: Q – eight – three – two 

West ruffed the next heart. He also lost three diamonds 
and a spade, three down for –500 and –11 IMPs

With both sides vulnerable, partner opens 2, six 
spades, 6-10 points, pass on your right. What would 
you do with Q53, 954, K1094, J76

Board 4, East deals, all vulnerable
  9
 A K 10 6 2
 A 6 3 2
 A 4 2
  Q 5 3  A K J 8 6 2
 9 5 4 8
 K 10 9 4 7 5
 J 7 6  10 8 5 3
  10 7 4
 Q J 7 3
 Q J 8
 K Q 9
 West North East South
 Gumby Williams Lazer Feiler
     2 Pass
 Pass Dbl Pass 3
 Pass 4  All Pass

Lead: 3 – nine – king – four

Declarer made 11 tricks for +650.
 West North East South
 Whibley Wilkinson Del’Monte Ware
     2 Pass
 31 Dbl Pass 4
 Pass Pass 4 Dbl   
 All Pass

1. Preemptive

Lead: 4 – three – nine – king

Declarer played 5: queen – king – ace. North tried 
A, then K, ruffed. Declarer eventually lost another 
diamond and three clubs for three down, –800 and 4 
IMPs away. WILKINSON led by 15-14.
If you believe a preemptor does not bid twice, then 
East should pass 4, despite the good shape. If you feel 
that the 3 bid gives East an option to sacrifi ce, then 
West’s 3 is not warranted, given the weak strength 
and poor shape. Indeed, even if 3 gives East no fur-
ther rights, West’s 3 is no thing of beauty. On another 
day it might cost 800 (give East the same values with 
a 6-2-2-3 pattern) or even 1100. A preemptive raise 
of a weak two is worthwhile with around 8-12 points 
and at least a doubleton outside trumps. That provides 
reasonable offence and defence.

Which is better, A-K-x or A-Q-J? Both are seven points 
and two sure tricks, but A-Q-J has potential for three 
tricks and is more valuable. Likewise, K-Q-J is bet-
ter than A-Q-x, although both count 6 points. Banzai 
Points (A=5, K=4 . . . 10=1) recognizes this.

With both sides vulnerable, partner opens 1NT, 15-17, 
pass on your right. What would you do with A32, 
AJ98, A32, KJ8
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     Host: :Gary Brown 
 
 
 

Cambodia  'Defence' 
March 21-31,  2014  $1,995 (twin-share)   

Cambodia is the emerging market with tourists worldwide.  We will be staying at 
the best resort in Siem Reap, the Victoria Angkor Resort and Spa.  You will      

                 love the venue!  The countryside  is stunning. The people are gentle.  Join us. 

China and the Orient 
April 16 - May 2, 2014  $8,995 (twin-share)  Airfare included. 
Cruising on the Crystal Symphony, a 6-star luxury mid-sized ship.  Tours 
include: 'The Great Wall' - 'Tiananmen Square' - 'The Forbidden City' - 
Ports of Call include: Shanghai - Beijing - Dalian - Nagasaki - Tokyo - 
Osaka.  The price is a ripper, but it is subject to change by the cruise line.   

 

Vietnam  'Card Play'  
     May 21-31, 2014    $1,995 (twin-share)     
Due to popular demand - we are going back to the gorgeous Victoria Hoi An 
Resort and Spa situated on the shores of the South China Sea. The ancient  

                town of Hoi An (no cars) with its 400 Tailors and excellent restaurants - is  
                  absolutely delightful.  Everything is so inexpensive!  If you have ever thought of   
                going to Vietnam - this is your chance. 

 

For a full colour brochure of one  
of our Bridge Holidays?      

Email:  brownbridge@ozemail.com.au      
 0418 570 430             

Website: www.ozbridgetravel.com.au 
 

Ask about our Cruise Holidays... 

OZ Bridge 
TTravel 

presents.... 
  

Board 7, South deals, all vulnerable
  A 3 2
 A J 9 6
 A 3 2
 K J 8
  Q J 8  10 6 5 4
 8 4 2 10 3
 J 10 9 7 4 Q 6
 10 3  Q 9 7 6 4
  K 9 7
 K Q 7 5
 K 8 5
 A 5 2

Justin Williams – Gabby Feiler bid 1NT : 6NT, Pass. 
This is a truly awful slam and went two down. Just 
how bad it is can be seen by giving South AQ2 in clubs 
when 6NT is still hopeless (although fortuitously 6 
makes). At the other table Michael Wilkinson also 
opened 1NT as South, but Griff Ware, North, never 
looked for slam and 3NT made 10 tricks for +630 
and +13 IMPs.

Using Banzai Points, A=5 . . . 10=1, each suit has 15 

BPs and the pack has 60 BPs. To fi nd the BP equivalent 
to HCP, add 50% to the HCP requirement. For 6NT on 
33-34 HCP, you should have 49-51 BPs. South is worth 
20 BPs (not really a strong 1NT) and North has 23 
BPs. Total: 43, way below the requirement for a small 
slam. If you decide to adopt BPs for balanced hands 
(see ‘Better Balanced Bidding’), add two points for a 
fi ve-card suit and three for a strong fi ve-card suit (three 
or more honours). 
Board 9, North deals, EW vulnerable
  9 6 3
 7 3 2
 A J 3
 Q 8 7 4
  A 8 5 4  K Q J 2
 A J 8 K Q 10 9 6
 Q 7 K 6 5
 A J 9 3  5
  10 7
 5 4
 10 9 8 4 2
 K 10 6 2
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Now this is a great small slam for EW, either in hearts 
or in spades. Gumby - Lazer duly bid to 6 and made 
12 tricks, +1430. Whibley – Del’Monte stopped in 5, 
13 IMPs away. After trading IMPs when one pair on 
each side overbid to game, the score after Set 1 was 
WILKINSON 50, HANS 47.
Final, Session 2:
  A 6
 10 5
 10 5 3
 A K J 8 6 4

  K J 7 4 3
 A J 7 4 3
 8 7
 2
With EW silent, South has arrived in 4. West leads 
K, followed by J. East overtakes with Q and plays 
A. South ruffs low and West follows with 2. How 
would you continue as South?
Board 22, East deals, EW vulnerable
  A 6
 10 5
 10 5 3
 A K J 8 6 4
  Q 8 5  10 9 2
 K 8 6 2 Q 9
 K J 2 A Q 9 6 4
 Q 10 7  9 5 3
  K J 7 4 3
 A J 7 4 3
 8 7
 2
On this deal one side was in 4 and the other in 3. One 
side went two down, the other made it, but surprise, 
surprise, it was the 4 contract that made, played as it 
needed to be by Michael Whibley.
 West North East South
 Lazer Hans Gumby Whibley
     Pass 1 
 Pass 2 Pass 2
 Pass 31 Pass 3
 Pass 3  Pass  4
 All Pass

1. Fourth-suit forcing to game

If you open the bidding with a hand like South’s then 
you do need to be able to play well. West led K, then 
J. East took this with Q and played A, ruffed low. 
How should declarer proceed from this point?

South continued with A, K and a third spade. West 
won and switched to 7. Declarer played J, K, A 

and now had 10 tricks for +420. Note that if declarer 
plays A and fi nesses J, West wins and can defeat 
4 by switching to a club.
At the other table South passed initially and Griff Ware, 
North, became declarer in 3 after EW had competed 
in diamonds. East led A, followed by 6 to K. West 
shifted to a club and South was in deep trouble. He took 
A and played 10, queen, ace. The next heart was 
won by East, who played Q, ruffed. 4 was ruffed 
with 6. East overruffed and returned a trump, leaving 
South two down, 11 IMPs away.
 West North East South
  1 Pass 11

 ?
1. 4+ diamonds, 6+ points

What would you do as West with KQ43, K10754, 
107, Q3
A major suit game was the focus again:
Board 25, North deals, EW vulnerable
  10 9 7 6
 J 8
 A K 6 5
 A 10 2
  K Q 4 3  A J 5
 K 10 7 5 4 A 9 6 3
 10 7 3
 Q 3  J 8 6 5 4
  8 2
 Q 2
 Q J 9 8 4 2
 K 9 7
 West North East South
 Lazer Hans Gumby Whibley
  1  Pass 3
 Dbl1 4  Dbl1  Pass
 4 All Pass

1. For takeout

Lead: A. 10 tricks, EW +620.
 West North East South
 Williams Ware Del’Monte Wilkinson
  1 Pass 11

 Pass 1NT Pass  2
 Pass 3  All Pass

1. 4+ diamonds, 6+ points

Lead: 5. 8 tricks, –50, but +11 IMPs.

In some methods 1 : 1 shows 4+ diamonds or simply 
no major. In either case, West might have doubled 1 as 
a takeout double, showing the majors. Having missed 
that opportunity, West might have doubled 2 for the 
same purpose. As it was, North’s 3 stole the pot.
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Bridge Software
JACK 5 $88.00
Bridge Baron 24 $79.20
Bridge Baron 24 Upgrade (old CD required) $44.00
The Terence Reese Classics $39.60
Counting at Bridge (Lawrence) 1 or 2 (each) $39.60
Defence (Lawrence) $39.60
My Favourite 52 (Cohen) $29.70
A View from the Top (Hamman) $36.30
Modern American Bidding (2/1 system) $39.60

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or 0417 509 662
Email sales@johnhardy.com.au

Website www.johnhardy.com.au

At halfway in the fi nal of the Spring National Open 
Teams, WILKINSON was leading HANS by 96-72. 

Final, Session 3:
East deals, nil vulnerable
 West North East South
     Pass 1
 2 ?

What would you do as North with AJ108, 7, 
AJ10865, 64

The margin was reduced on this deal:
Board 29, East deals, nil vulnerable
  A J 10 8
 7
 A J 10 8 6 5
 6 4
  2  K 9 7 6
 A 10 6 4 8 5 3
 K 2 9 7 4
 A Q J 8 5 2 10 9 3
  Q 5 4 3
 K Q J 9 2
 Q 3
 K 7
 West North East South
 Wilkinson Hans Ware Whibley
     Pass 1
 2 Dbl Pass  2   
 Pass 4  All Pass
Lead: K – ace – seven – three 
Declarer played a heart to the jack and ace. West re-
turned 7. South won and discarded dummy’s clubs 
on K, Q. He made 10 tricks, +420. West has no 
attractive lead. Double dummy the only defence is to 
lead A and switch to 2. Now declarer cannot quickly 
reach his hand to cash the top hearts.

 West North East South
 Feiler Lazer Del’Monte Gumby
     Pass 1
 2 2  Pass 2NT   
 Pass 3  All Pass

Lead: 10 – seven – jack – six 
West switched to 2, taken by the ace. A heart went 
to the king and ace. West played A, Q and North 
ended with 10 tricks, +130, but –7 IMPs. If you bid 2
over 2, the deal is to show the spades next. Otherwise 
North should double 2 to show the spades.  

That brought HANS to 79 IMPs. Then two slips in de-
fence gave HANS two games which could have been 
defeated. After Board 33 it was HANS 95, WILKIN-
SON 96.
HANS hit the lead on the next deal, after an unlucky 
venture by Michael Wilkinson and Griff Ware:
Board 38, East deals, all vulnerable
  7 3
 Q 9
 A 5 4 3
 Q 8 5 3 2
  K Q 9 8  J 6 5 4 2
 2 J 7 6
 K J 10 Q 9 8 7 2
 J 10 7 6 4  ---
  A 10
 A K 10 8 5 4 3
 6
 A K 9
 West North East South
 Lazer Del’Monte Gumby Feiler
     Pass 2
 Pass 2  Pass  2   
 Pass 3  Pass 4
 All Pass

With 6 an excellent slam, methinks both North and 
South might have done more. West led J, two, 7, 
but South had the rest, +680.
 West North East South
 Hans Ware Whibley Wilkinson
     Pass 1   
 Pass 1NT Pass 41

 Pass 4 2 Pass 4NT3

 Pass 5 4 Pass 65

 Pass 7  All Pass
1. A 4 rebid with 0-1 diamond
2. Roman Key Card Blackwood
3. 1 or 4 key cards
4. All Key Cards held plus Q
5. K, no K

The grand slam is acceptable without being great. In 
practice it fails if West has all four trumps or if a dia-
mond is led and clubs are 4-1. West led J, taken by 
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the ace. Declarer rattled off seven rounds of trumps, but 
West held on to four clubs and South was one down. 
That was 13 IMPs out and HANS led by 108-96. 

Then came two opening lead decisions.
 West deals, nil vulnerable
 West North East South
 1 2 Pass 21   
 Pass 3 Pass 3NT
 All Pass

1. Strong club raise

What would you lead as West from KQ52, AK93, 
Q64, 63
Board 39, West deals, nil vulnerable
  9 8 7
 Q 8 7
 K 7
 K Q J 9 5
  K Q 5 2  J 6 4 3
 A K 9 3 J 5 2
 Q 6 4 10 5 3
 6 3  7 4 2
  A 10
 10 6 4
 A J 9 8 2
 A 10 8
 West North East South
 Wilkinson Hans Ware Whibley
 1  Pass Pass 1NT   
 Pass 3NT All Pass

Lead: 2 – seven – jack – ace

Declarer played fi ve rounds of clubs, followed by K 
and a diamond to the jack. West won and the defence 
took three spades and two hearts for two down, EW 
+100.
 West North East South
 Feiler Lazer Del’Monte Gumby
 1 2 Pass 21   
 Pass 3 Pass 3NT
 All Pass

1. Strong club raise

Lead: A – seven – two – four

West continued with 3, taken by Q. Declarer now 
had nine tricks and fi nished with 10 for +430 and +11 
IMPs. HANS 108, WILKINSON 107.

An initial lead of a low heart might have worked. 
Given the auction it would have been a close decision 
for South whether to duck or rise with Q. After A 
lead, West could gauge that South probably had fi ve 
club tricks and two diamonds. If South had A as well 
a heart continuation would mean nine tricks for South. 

That indicated a spade switch was needed as the best 
hope to defeat 3NT.
 South deals, all vulnerable
 West North East South
      1NT   
 Pass 3NT All Pass

What would you lead as West from 5432, 632, 6, 
Q9862
Board 41, South deals, all vulnerable
  K 10
 9 8
 A K 9 7 6 4 2
 J 7
  5 4 3 2  J 9 8 7 6
 6 3 2 K 10 4
 5 J 3
 Q 9 8 6 2  A K 4
  A Q
 A Q J 7 5
 Q 10 8
 10 5 3
 West North East South
 Wilkinson Hans Ware Whibley
 1  Pass Pass 1NT   
 Pass 3NT All Pass

The bidding strongly suggested a major suit lead (see 
‘Winning Notrump Leads’ by David Bird and Taf An-
thias) and West led 6: eight – king – ace. Declarer 
made all 13 tricks for +720. 
 West North East South
 Feiler Lazer Del’Monte Gumby
      1NT   
 Pass 2NT Pass 3
 Pass 3  Pass 3NT
 All Pass

Rather than the practical 3NT, North’s 2NT was a 
transfer to diamonds with slam in mind. South showed 
diamond support, but ended in 3NT. West led 2 and 
EW soon had +100 and +13 IMPs. 

At the three-quarter mark in the fi nal of the Spring 
National Open Teams, WILKINSON led HANS by 
122-108. 

Final, Session 4: By Board 48 the score had moved to 
127-119. Then:
 North deals, NS vulnerable
 West North East South
  Pass Pass 1   
 Pass 2  Pass 4
 All Pass

What would you lead as West from Q5, A105, 
Q654, KQ54
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Board 49, North deals, NS vulnerable
  10 9 7 3
 6 4 2
 K J 10 7
 J 6
  Q 5  K 6 4 2
 A 10 5 9 7
 Q 6 5 4 9 8 2
 K Q 5 4  9 7 3 2
  A J 8
 K Q J 8 3
 A 3
 A 10 8
 West North East South
 Wilkinson Del’Monte Ware Williams
     Pass 1   
 All Pass

Lead: 5. 9 tricks, NS +140

At the other table, after the auction at the bottom of 
page 17, Sartaj Hans led 5. Declarer can take nine 
tricks easily enough (via the diamond fi nesse) and a 
black suit lead would have handed South the tenth 
trick. On the bidding West knew East would have very 
little, so that the trump lead was likely to be the safest. 

Warren Lazer, South, captured East’s 9 and returned 
a top heart. West took it and exited with 10. South 
won and played two more hearts, West discarding 4, 
5. Then came A and 3 to the jack. North was left 
with 10-9, K-10, J-6. South had A-J-8, A-10-
8 and West was down to Q, Q-6, K-Q-5. South 
could succeed a number of ways, including A and a 
second spade or A and any club.

Obviously this is not clear single dummy. South played 
9 and let it run to West. He returned K to the ace 
and South played back 8. West won and exited with 
5 to South, who was left with A-J. He had to lose 
the last trick for one down, –100, and 6 IMPs away. 
The score was 127-125.  

WILKINSON led by 135-125 with six boards to play.
Board 52, East deals, nil vulnerable
  K 7 6 5 3
 J 5 3
 A K J 5
 4
  J 2  Q 10 8 4
 Q 9 7 6 K 10 8 2
 7 4 3 10 9
 Q J 10 5  K 8 2
  A 9
 A 4
 Q 8 6 2
 A 9 7 6 3

 West North East South
 Ware Williams Wilkinson Del’Monte
     Pass 1NT   
 Pass 21 Pass 2
 Pass 3  Pass 4
 Pass 4  All Pass

1. Transfer to spades

North probably intended 4 as a cue-bid. Many would 
take 4 as showing a sixth spade. 

West led Q, taken by the ace. Declarer played A 
and 4, won by 10. East continued with K, ruffed 
with 9. South took A, crossed to A and played K 
and a third spade. He lost two spades and a heart for 
10 tricks, +420. 
 West North East South
 Whibley Lazer Hans Gumby
     Pass 1NT   
 Pass 21 Pass 22

 Pass 33 Pass 3NT
 All Pass
1. Game Force Relay
2. Some two-suiter
3. Short in clubs, asking for three-card major

After a heart lead to the 10 and ace, declarer played 
A, K and a third spade. East won and the defence 
cashed three hearts and another spade for one down, 
+50, +10 IMPs. HANS led 136-135.  Four boards to go.

No swing on Boards 53 or 54. HANS picked up 3 IMPs 
on Board 55 to lead 139-135. Last board:
Board 56, East deals, NS vulnerable
  10 2
 3
 Q J 8 5 4
 A Q J 8 5
  K Q 5 3  J 9 8 6 4
 Q J 8 7 5 4 A K 10 9 2
 A 9 7
 10  7 4
  A 7
 6
 K 10 6 3 2
 K 9 6 3 2
 West North East South
 Ware Williams Wilkinson Del’Monte
     Pass 1   
 11 2  42 5
 5 Pass Pass Dbl
 All Pass
1. Strong diamond raise
2. Splinter raise of hearts

Lead: Q. 11 tricks, EW +650.
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Future stars of the sport?

The Queensland Bridge Asso-
ciation organised two Youth 

Bridge Fun Days during recent 
school holidays. The fi rst was 
hosted by Toowong Bridge Club 
and the second by Queensland 
Contract Bridge Club.  

Over 50 youth attended the two 
days and they ranged in age 
from 8 – 25 years. Some were 
new to bridge, some had played a little bridge and some 
were experienced players keen to meet up with friends 
and welcome others to the sport.

Many grandparents and parents joined in the fun by 
supervising some of the play 
and assisting with the mam-
moth task of feeding them all. 
Pizzas, Subways, ice cream, 
lollies, chips, etc were con-
sumed 
with great 
enthusi-
asm.

Paul 
Brake, 

the Queensland Youth Bridge 
Coordinator, was supported by 
many grandparents, club com-
mittee members and also by 
Joan Butts, Theresa Tully, Barry O’Donohue, Andy 
Hung, Nick Moore – to name but a few. The support 
and promotion of the event provided by both the 
host clubs was fabulous and very much appreciated!

Plans are already under way for the next youth event.
Note: Queensland youth bridge players are encour-
aged and invited to participate in: Help with Play 

 West North East South
 Whibley Lazer Hans Gumby
     1 Pass   
 41 Dbl 4 5
 Pass Pass Dbl All Pass

1. Splinter

Declarer lost a spade, a heart and a diamond, –200 but 
+10 IMPs to win the fi nal by 145-139. WILKINSON 
won on the last board, as they had done to qualify for 
the semi fi nals. Griff Ware – Michael Wilkinson, Sartaj 
Hans and Michael Wibley were losing semi fi nalists in 
the 2012 Spring NOT.  

s e s s i o n s  o n 
Monday after-
noons between 
4.00 – 6.30pm 
a t  Q u e e n s -
land Contract 
Bridge Club  – 
these are hosted 
by Andy Hung 
(Australian and 
Q u e e n s l a n d 

representative player); and BBO Help with Play ses-
sions on Friday evenings between 7.00 – 8.30pm. 
Enquiries about these sessions should be directed to 
Paul Brake, the Queensland Youth Bridge Coordinator 
at paul.brake95@gmail.com

Brisbane Youth Bridge

ABF Marketing Special Projects Grant

Di Marler, the ABF National Secretary, recently 
presented Hugh Grosvenor from the Tasmanian 

Bridge Association (TBA) with a cheque for funding 
under the grant program.   
This fund-
ing will 
enable the 
TBA to 
trial a new 
approach 
for attract-
ing players 
to our sport 
and to also 
enhance the 
look and feel of their State Association’s website.
The effectiveness of the new approach to attracting 
players will be evaluated and any fi ndings will be 
shared with all ABF affi liated clubs through an issue 
of the Marketing Update for Club Administrators.

The Mental Game

by Kim Frazer
Years ago, I was having a particularly good season 
in shooting competitions winning almost every event 
I entered. I recall arriving at a competition venue 
one morning to be greeted by an opponent with the 
comment "oh you're here, we'll all be competing for 
second now."  With opponents who had an attitude 
like that, is it any surprise 
I won the event? 

It seems this type of at-
titude is alive and well in 
the bridge rooms too. 

Recently my partner and 
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I sat down to play against a pair and were greeted 
with a comment like "Oh no - not you! Don't beat us 
by too much."  It is a bit of a self-fulfi lling prophesy 
isn't it? They think they are going to get beaten by 
us. No surprise when they do.

Whilst there is no substitute for strong technical skills 
and ability, often success in competition is brought 
about by confi dence, and the mental approach you 
bring to the game. A confi dent player with a strong 
mental approach to the game will be more likely to 
make the right decisions, and in the long run be more 
successful, than a player lacking confi dence or ex-
pressing negative sentiments. Whether the negativity 
is about the opponents, the system they play, a con-
vention they play, the signalling they use and so on, it 
doesn't matter whether you verbalise the sentiment, or 
whether you just think it, the effect will be the same 
on your confi dence. 

Clearly not all pairs sit down expecting to get beaten 
by the opponents or make overtly negative statements. 
However sometimes subconsciously we develop 
doubts. For example there are often pairs you play 
against regularly in competition who you and your part-
ner struggle to do well against. It might be the system 
they play, their attitude at the table, their demeanour or 
a host of other factors that just niggle you. Over time 
the consistently less than optimal performances against 
a pair add up mentally to the point where you enter 
your match-up with them with doubt in your mind. In 
these cases it is important to have some positive state-
ments to enable you to perform well against the pair. A 
simple thought statement like "We beat pair X, and pair 
X thrashed these two so we can beat them too" when 
you sit down to play will help build your confi dence 
and even up the contest.

In sport, as well as in life, we often hear about people 
talking about the power of positive thinking. This was 
a critical aspect of mental management in sport, and 
inherent in this concept is the following: The more 
you think about, talk about and write about something 
happening the more likely it is to come true. The op-
ponents who sit down to play thinking they are going 
to get beaten, or remembering the last time a pair beat  
them, or who are intimidated by the ranking of their 
opponents, or their system, etc., have entered the match 
with the wrong mindset. Even if their skill level is suf-
fi cient to allow them to win, it is highly unlikely they 
will be able to succeed if they approach the match with 
the wrong mental attitude. So next time you sit down to 
play a more highly ranked pair, or a pair who have been 
your nemesis in the past, adopt a positive mindset and 
see how much you can put the opponents to the test.

Visitor Table Fees
 A bridge player who is not a member of a particular 
club will usually have to pay an extra $2 to play in a 
normal duplicate session at that club. The surcharge 
is perhaps aimed at encouraging membership and this 
may be justifi ed for locals. But what is the rationale 
for charging bona fi de visitors the extra amount? 
Travellers who have a current home club and so are 
ABF members, do not cause a destination club any 
extra cost so why should they incur the substantial 
increase in table fees? Every visitor actually provides 
extra income to a club even if they paid the member 
rate so visitors should be encouraged to attend rather 
than discouraged via a surcharge. 

My wife and I enjoy our travels around Australia and 
we make regular bridge games a part of our stay in 
most locations.  We enjoy meeting new bridge players 
and generally fi nd them keen to hear about our plans 
and potentially advise us of the local attractions. The 
variety provided by new faces at a club seems to be of 
interest to most members. It is also benefi cial for us to 
see how other clubs operate and so enable us to bring 
home new ideas to our own club for consideration. We 
have been able to assist some clubs with directing or 
computer scoring advice. But that extra charge mounts 
up when there are two of us playing several times per 
week. Joining fees and the duration of our stay make 
becoming an associate member impractical.

One club had no charge for the fi rst game for a visitor 
but then lapsed back to the extra $2 for subsequent 
games. It is an example of the generous approach that 
could be made to visitors but only suits the fl eeting 
tourist. The VBA charges the member rate to all visi-
tors who reside over 100km from the club. We propose 
that all clubs should do the same. A visitor surcharge is 
unfriendly and discourages the exchange of ideas and 
so not in the interests of our wonderful game.

Mark and Lorraine Miller

Letters to the Editor

Kim Frazer is an Olympian, multiple Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist, and multiple Australian cham-
pion in target shooting. In this series of articles, Kim 
will share some insights from her experiences utilising 
sports psychology in competition.

““Bridge is the most 
entertaining and 
intelligent card 
game the art of man 
has so far devised.” 
 
 
 Somerset  Maugham 
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Women versus men
I seem to remember someone publishing, maybe in the 
ABF newsletter, an article comparing the results in the 
open and the women’s teams in an event where they 
played the same boards. The conclusion was that the 
women bid fewer games and slams.

It was brought back to my memory by Board 4 on 
page 11 of the September ABF Newsletter. There was 
a double swing in the Open when EW made 5 at one 
table and NS made 4 at the other. You report that in 
the women’s there was also a double swing, EW were 
in 4 and NS in 3, both making 10 tricks.

Maybe this hand is atypical, but it does tend to support 
that a difference between men and women players is 
aggression in bidding. Is that your experience? Maybe 
you remember the article to which I referred?

Peter Wilkinson

(Irrelevant aside - I am a Victorian so I played against 
Norma Borin and she was a really tough opponent. 
I think she was the only woman to have represented 
Australia. I have this vague memory of her scorning 
women’s events.)

Ed: I can’t find the hand to which you refer (page 11 
in the September issue is an ad), but Ron Klinger in 
his match reports often notes the different datums from 
multi-field events. I personally think it is a generalisa-
tion to state that women bid less games and slams than 
men - there are plenty of very aggressive women’s pairs 
out there. I believe it depends on the field - each one, 
because of its vastly different makeup, will throw out 
different results. What do you think, readers?

2013 IBPA Awards

Master Point Press
Book of the Year
Winner:
Fantunes Revealed
by Bill Jacobs, Australia

Not since the introduction of Precision has a new 
bidding system created such an immediate impact 

as Fantunes, the unique methods of Fulvio Fantoni 
and Claudio Nunes, the world’s number-one ranked 
pair. The Italians have several World Championship 
wins to their name, and their system has played a 
major role in that success.
The book delves into the system, 
explaining how it works and just 
as importantly, why it works. Two 
words best describe Fantunes: natural 
and fun. This is the definitive text 
for those who would like to try this 

innovative and proven new bidding system.
Bill Jacobs has won 
many Australian national 
championships, the most recent 
three playing Fantunes, and has 
twice represented his country at 
open level. He regularly provides 
astute vugraph commentary on 
Bridge Base Online. For the last 
10 years, he has been editor of the monthly bulletin 
of the Victorian Bridge Association.

The Alan Truscott Memorial Award

Winner:
Duplicate Bridge Schedules, 
History and Mathematics
by Ian McKinnon

The Alan Truscott 
Memorial Award is 
presented periodically to a person 
who does something for bridge 
that the IBPA Executive believes 
Alan would appreciate. This year’s 
recipient is Ian McKinnon of 
Australia for producing Duplicate 
Bridge Schedules, History and 

Mathematics, an essential book for tournament 
directors as well as players curious about the history 
of the game of duplicate bridge. 
This comprehensive volume supplies all the 
movements ever thought of and many hundreds 
of new ones. Included for each movement are the 
variations, modifications, origins, authors and 
history of its development. Each movement is then 
assessed for its measure of quality, called calibre. The 
author presents a brand new event type, the Scissor 
movement, in which any event can be run and scored 
as a pairs game and as a teams game.
The book also delves into the lives of well-known 
figures such as John T. Mitchell and Edwin C. Howell. 
In addition, many lesser-known historical figures are 
examined for their contributions to the development 
of duplicate movements. 
For the mathematically-inclined there are plenty of 
interesting oddities. The mathematics of balance 
of movements, giving the measure of quality, is 
thoroughly discussed. The controversial debate over 
movement quality, along with its history, is presented 
through the ideas and opinions of players and 
mathematicians.
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Junior Awards
Parnis England Junior Sportsmanship Award
Recipients:
Justin Howard, Australiak
The Parnis England Sportsmanship Award is presented 
to Justin Howard for outstanding acts of sportsmanship 
at the World Open Youth Championships in Atlanta.             
Firstly, in the semi fi nal of the World Open YouthTeams 
Championship, he allowed an opponent to retract a 
card inadvertently dropped, even though it cost him 
the contract and jeopardised the match. His team won 
that match on the last board.
Secondly, in the fi nal, he allowed his 
opponents to fi eld a player who had 
not previously played in the event 
due to continued success in the 
Spingold. “We want to play against 
your best,” was Justin’s comment. 

 With Halloween approach-
ing, I had the idea of im-

agining how I could make my-
self the scariest witch, vampire 
or mythical beast possible. 
After brainstorming ideas with 
various bridge players, I came 
to the conclusion that being 
myself, an experienced bridge 
player, is scary enough!  
Here is the story of how I came to this conclusion . . .
I imagined myself a fresh victim of the game, about 
to stroll into the local bridge club, intent on learning. 
I realise this could result in walking into a session of 
bridge, seeing a million  pairs of eyes staring at me 
thinking “What on earth are you doing here?” Hope-
fully, the Director will come to my rescue and provide 
the information I am after, and maybe a cup of tea (or 
something stronger) to calm my nerves.  
Let’s say I decide to take up lessons. I’d feel a little 
more at home knowing my fellow students were about 
to take the same trek up the Everest-like mountain 
that is learning bridge. I’d trudge through my lessons, 
sometimes feeling satisfi ed, but often dim-witted, 
especially after asking for the fi fth time “What are 
the majors again? Clubs and diamonds, or hearts and 
spades?”I am ever more aware that it is going to take 
a fair bit of time to get everything straight in my mind.  
After surviving the entire course of lessons (where 
several of my fellow trekkers have fallen off the moun-
tain), let’s say I am fortunate enough to fi nd a club 

which offers supervised play, rather than throwing me 
straight into the shark pool.
I imagine the fi rst few months will be somewhat daunt-
ing, as doubles, transfers and Blackwood are all thrown 
into the bridge mix. I am sure there will be questions 
going through my head like “Have I asked for help too 
many times?”, “Am I taking too much time?”, “What 
will happen if I do something wrong?”, “Why am I 
the only one who doesn’t understand?” or “What time 
does this end?” I will also be unsurprised if something 
like this happens to me:
 West North East South
  Me   
  1 Pass 1
 Pass 2  Pass 4
 All Pass
I proudly face dummy on the table, feeling very satis-
fi ed that I have shown my 12-15 points with support 
for partner’s spades. My hand:
 842,  ---, K9653, QJ863
After partner gets over his shock, he will shake his 
head and give me a look, my opponents will be horri-
fi ed and might even call the supervisor because I am 
“cheating”. Why am I getting this reaction???? I have 
six high card points, two length points for each of my 
fi ve-card suits, and fi ve points for my void. I opened 
the lower of equal length suits and I must have a fi t 
with partner, because bidding a major shows fi ve cards.
Time passes. I learn a lot, and now feel it is time to 
venture into the duplicate game. All of a sudden, I am 
faced with trying to use a scoring unit, and playing 
against unfamiliar people who have played the game 
for more than three decades!!! They might tell me they 
play Precision - What is that? Is everything they do 
always right? I might have the Director called because 
I am hesitating or have bid based on information I 
shouldn’t have – what!? It sounds like they think I am 
cheating!! I was just trying to remember how many 
points partner needs to respond 1NT!! And what on 
earth is a transfer preempt??
I am, of course the nicest person ever to walk the earth, 
but in a rather roundabout way this is how I came to 
the conclusion that I (the experienced bridge player) 
am a very scary person. Being able to confi dently and 
quickly sort my cards, choose my bid, conduct an auc-
tion, make a penalty double or use a convention that 
my opponents have never seen before, can make me as 
scary as Frankenstein’s Monster. Thinking about this 
has made me realise that, although I have good inten-
tions, and try as hard as I can to make less experienced 
players feel as comfortable as possible at the table, I 
am still very scary and need to try even harder!

The terror of being a beginner
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FINESSE HOLIDAYS 
 

LAUNCESTON –  COUNTRY CLUB  -  APR 14-20  $ 1445  Singles  add  $ 345 

ITALY – 10 nights AMALFII COAST + 7 nights MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE 

June 11 - 28  $ 6990  Singles add $ 1690  -  Options for Dubai, Naples & Singapore 

IIncluded in this Holiday:   
 

 6 nights accommodation. 
 All breakfasts. 
 4 dinners (all fine dining). 
 1 BBQ Lunch after bridge. 
 Free designated Airport transfers. 
 Tamar Valley ½ day tour with lunch. 
 All bridge fees. Red Points. 
 Workshops & Lesson Material. 
 Welcome drinks on first evening. 

HHoolidday  iincludes::  TTaxes & Gratuities  
 
 

* 7 night cruise with large Balcony Cabin 
* 10 nights – 2 of Italy’s finest Hotels 
* All Breakfasts, Dinners 
* All bridge fees & Workshops  
* All transfers with the group 
* Numerous Tours including 3 on the cruise  

 

www.finessebridge.com.au    E: director@finessebridge.com.au    P: 02 95961423 
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by Eric Kokish and Michael Courtney
A sometime Canberra Times brilliancy prize entry, 
well almost!
NOT Round 5, Board 3, Year: 1986
South deals, EW vulnerable
  K Q J 4
 9 8 5 2
 A K 3
 A 8
  A 6  9 3
 A Q 7 6 K 10 4
 J 10 9 8 7 6 4 2
 Q 10 6 3  9 7 4
  10 8 7 5 2
 J 3
 Q 5
 K J 5 2
 West North East South
 Jill Courtney S McKew B Kraft Jeff Oystragh
      Pass
 Pass 1NT Pass 2
 Pass 2  Pass 3
 Pass 3 Pass 3
 Pass 4  All Pass

West, taking a break from the cocktail curcuit, dallied 
over a table of a different ilk to work off some pent up 
energy. The aide to the foreign minister was killing a 
second bird with same pebble, partnering the Canadian 
ambassador to the heart of Reiner.
On the diagrammed deal, Miss Courtney exercised 
some of the shrewd reasoning prowess that saved her 
from an obscure career in the Far East, and thrust her 
into the limelight in her alternative posting in Geneva.  
She knew that dummy was going to produce four 
hearts and four spades, and she decided to try to give 
her partner an eventual heart ruff. This was the right 
idea, but the position was not quite the one our heroine 
envisioned. [are you certain of that? MC]

She led the heart ace and continued with heart six after 
East encouraged with the ten. East won the heart king 

and continued the suit. Declarer, fearing shortness 
with West, ruffed with the ten of trumps. When West 
followed, declarers stomach issued an unsolicited 
warning.  When he led a trump, West grabbed her ace 
and led her last heart. Dummy had to follow and East 
ruffed with the nine of trumps to take the setting trick.
“No hearts partner?” asked the aide to the foreign 
minister..
“No shame partner?” replied my Canadian ambassador.
Jill Courtney, 
1958-2013 lived 
in the present to 
such an extent that 
she never reported 
how she got her 
good scores. On 
this occasion, 
her partner re-
ported this fi ne 
coup to Kokish. He must have been surprised it did 
not win the Canbera Times Brilliancy Prize.. Alas, 
he showed his entry to Jill, and she simply stuck it 
in her handbag, which is where I found it after her 
funeral.

Eric’s comments on how specifi c Jill’s plan was are 
missguided. It appears that with her hand he could 
only foresee

a). where partner has a doubleton heart, and since we 
have the trump ace, will receive a ruff.

There is also
b). where dummy has KJxx of hearts and declarer dare 
not fi nesse at trick two. As we have seen there was
c). where South loses a trump trick by ruffi ng the third 
heart high.  Jill would have been hoping to prevail 
when partner had little or nothing. It is not hard to see 
a two trick profi t by a common combination of a). & b).
  K Q 9 4
 K J 5 2
  A 6  J 3
 A Q 7 6 10 4
  10 8 7 5 2
 9 8 3

It is “easy” to see, and to foresee, the play. Heart ace, 
then low heart c). declarer is forced to rise king for fear 
of West's ruff;  declarer crosses to a minor suit winner, 
but West wins spade ace, cashes the heart queen and 
delivers the heart ruff for down one. 

Ed: Jill Courtney passed away on Sunday November 
10, aged 55. Jill represented Australia in the Far East 
Women’s Teams in 1987 and 1992, the Venice Cup 
in 1987 and the Women’s Olympiad Teams in 1992.

Ravaged Diplomatically

The ultimate scoring system
BridgeTabs gives you more — and easier to use scor-
ing functions than anything else at an affordable cost.

Watch the video at www.duplimate.com.au, or see it in
action at the Summer Festival. You can also email or
phone me for a quote and appointment.

Ian Lisle • 0425 255 980 • sales@duplimate.com

Duplimate Australia 
www.duplimate.com.au
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Smolen

The Smolen Convention was invented 
by US expert Mike Smolen (1940-

1992). It is an accepted part of nearly 
every expert’s system, and was adopted 
as the consensus choice in Bridge World Standard 
2001, with 80% approving.
The starting point is that with 5-4 in the majors and 
game forcing values, the responder to 1NT goes via 
Stayman.
If opener replies 2, no major, then responder jumps 
in the four card major:

1NT – 2  K9875
 2   – 3  AQ75
   Q2
   65

The 3 here is Smolen, showing fi ve spades and four 
hearts. Now if the partnership has a 5-3 spade fi t and 
fi nishes in 4 the strong hand will be declarer. 

A secondary advantage is that the following sequences 
are not required as forcing and are invitational:
1NT – 2*  1NT – 2*
 2  – 2    2 – 3
This covers those inbetween 8 or 9 HCP hands which 
previously you would have to treat as either weak, 
0-7 HCP, or Game Forcing, 10+ HCP. Now you don’t 
have to choose between underbidding or overbidding.
You might also be 6-4 in the majors:

1NT – 2
 2  -  3
3NT -  4  = 6 spades, 4 hearts, slam interest
            4  = 6 spades, 4 hearts, no slam interest

Smolen can also be used with 5-5 in the majors:

1NT – 2
 2   -  4 = 5-5 majors, slam interest
           4 = 5-5 majors, no slam interest
You can also play Simple Stayman and Smolen after a 
2NT opening (instead of Puppet Stayman) or overcall 
or 2 : 2, 2NT to good effect.
The arrival of Smolen has caused many other areas of 
1NT to be reviewed. Expert practice after a minor suit 
transfer is now quite different:

1NT – 2* transfer to clubs
2NT = non super-accept
3  = super-accept

The super-accept is now the opposite, the next step is 

the negative, and bidding the suit is the super-accept. 
This way the strong hand plays the contract if the fi nal 
contract is fi ve of a minor, or slam in a minor.

No longer does responder transfer to a minor and then 
bid a major with fi ve+ -minor and four-major. Now if 
you transfer to a minor and then bid another suit, the 
second suit is a shortage:

1NT   – 2* clubs
2NT** – 3***      **non super-accept   ***singleton 
or void heart, slam interest
This is expert standard practice nowadays - but 
there would be a sizable community who still play 
it as natural. Probably 90% of partnerships are yet to 
upgrade.
Opener is now able to judge their holding in responder’s 
shortage and make a sensibly informed decision.
With a four-card major and a longer minor responder 
now goes via Stayman:
1NT – 2
2  –  3/3  Responder has (presumably) a four-card 
major and the minor  

Suit bid at the three level
1NT – 2
 2  -  3/3   Responder has (presumably) four spades 
and the minor suit 

Bid at the three-level, probably 5+ but responder could 
have only four of the minor:

KQ65
72
A43
KQJ4

as well as:

KQ65
72
A4
KQJ65

How about jumps when the response to Stayman is a 
major:
1NT –  2
 2  –  3 = Unspecifi ed splinter
            4  = Quantitative heart raise, gives the 
room for partner to bid 4 to say:
  “maybe”, I am not minimum
  or 4 = Key Card, agreeing hearts

Smolen offers greater accuracy, and should be up there 
on your system card. 

Good bridging for 2014, and have a great year.

Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies

Bridge into the 21st Century




