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2009 Autumn Nationals

This year’s Autumn Nationals in Adelaide were 
well attended. Congratulations to Dianne Marler 

and SABA for once again delivering a well run event 
at the excellent clubrooms in Adelaide.
The Women’s Swiss Pairs 
was won by Linda King 
-Kim Neale, with Sue 
Lusk - Therese Tully sec-
ond, and Elizabeth Havas 
- Marlene Watts third.

Mike and Vivien Cornell 
crossed the Tasman to 
win the Seniors’ Swiss 
Pairs, relegating Zolly 
Nagy and myself to sec-
ond, with Helen Luxton 
- Wendy Webster taking 
third place.

A good field in the Open Teams was led by last year’s 
winners, DEL’MONTE. Competition for spots in the 
final could come from any of the first 15-20 seeds.
At the end of the Swiss, the standings were: 

DEL’MONTE, Ishmael Del’Monte, Robert Fruewith, 
Ron Klinger, Matt Mullamphy, David Hoffman: 181

LILLEY, David Lilley, Zolly Nagy, Ian Robinson, 
Arjuna deLivera: 175
EBERY, Jamie Ebery, Leigh Gold, Al Simpson, Theo 
Antoff: 171
MINSK1, Bruce Neill, David Wiltshire, Mike Doecke, 
William Jenner-O’Shea: 168
APPLETON, David Appleton Peter Reynolds, Phil 
Markey, Andrew Mill: 166 
BRIFMAN, Mary-Ann Brifman, Richard Jedrychows-
ki, Terry Brown, George Bilski: 161

DEL’MONTE led the field most of the way, with 
KAPLAN, Rena Kaplan, Paula Schroor, Stan Klofa, 
Jeannette Collins hot on their heels.

My team was always in contention but needed a big win 
in the last two rounds to clinch a place in the final.
In the penultimate round we met KAPLAN. A 25-3 win 
saw us pull clear of the field along with DEL’MONTE.  
These two slams helped:

 Round 8 - Lilley vs. Kaplan - Board 18

 Dealer: East
 Vul: Nil  A 7 4
 8 3 2
 5 4
  J 8 7 3 2
     Nagy/Klofa
  10 6 5  K Q J 9 3
 10 7 A J 9 6
 A Q 8 6 K
 A K 9 5  Q 10 4
    Kaplan/de Livera     Schroor/Robinson
  8 2
 K Q 5 4
 J 10 9 7 3 2
  6
     Lilley/Collins

At our table Kaplan - Schroor played quietly in 4 , but 
de Livera - Robinson were more ambitious. Against 6
by Robinson, Jeanette Collins led J. Robinson won 
in hand to lead K. During the auction, Robinson had 
supported deLivera’s clubs, so Stan Klofa won A and 
attempted to give Jeanette Collins a club ruff.

Not unreasonable, but 11 IMPs to LILLEY.

Kim Neale - Linda King

Vivien & Mike Cornell

2009 ANOT winners: Zolly Nagy, Arjuna deLivera, 
David Lilley and Ian Robinson

1. The name of the system played by Bruce Neill’s teammates!
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 Round 8 - Lilley vs. Kaplan - Board 24
 Dealer: West
 Vul: Nil  Q J 9 8 2
 A
 6
  A J 8 4 3 2
     Nagy/Klofa
  10 6 5  ---
 K 6 4 Q J 10 9 7 3 2
 A Q 9 7 8 5 4
 9 7 5  K Q 6
    Kaplan/deLivera     Schroor/Robinson
  A K 7 4 3
 8 5
 K J 10 3 2
  10
     Lilley/Collins

At my table West passed, North opened 1 , East bid 
3 , and I bid 3 . The bidding continued 4  by West, 
5  by North and my 6  completed the auction.

Over Kaplan’s 4 , Zolly could not roll out Blackwood 
because he lacked K, so he transferred the decision to 
me with his 5  cuebid. Second round control of both 
minors and AK had to be enough to bid slam.

At the other table, the bidding was the same up to 4 .  
North now bid 4 , playing it there for 11 IMPs out.

The final between DEL’MONTE and LILLEY was 
scheduled for 56 boards, played in four 14-board 
stanzas. LILLEY went to a lead of 42 IMPs after the 
first quarter, but struggled a little in the second and 
third quarters, to be leading by 32 IMPs going into the 
final quarter. Then another big session saw us run out 
winners by 67 IMPs, 162 - 95 IMPs.

Both LILLEY pairs opened five-card weak twos in the 
majors, with some successes and some failures:

Final, first quarter - Board 8
 Dealer: West
 Vul: Nil  5
 A K 2
 A K J 10 7 6 5
  K Q
     Fruewirth/deLivera
  6 4  A Q J 9 2
 Q 10 8 7 3 6
 Q 8 9 4 2
 A J 9 6  10 8 4 2
    Lilley/Klinger     Nagy/Mullamphy
  K 10 8 7 3
 J 9 5 4
 3
  7 5 2
     Del’Monte/Robinson

Zolly and I play our weak twos showing no shortage, 
so after I opened 2  in first seat with the West hand 
(double from Fruewirth) Zolly was able to bid 2  as 
East, knowing we had seven or eight spades and only 
six hearts.

Del Monte - Fruewirth then reached 5 , which cannot 
be made against sensible defence.

Robinson - DeLivera reached 3NT after an uncontested 
auction, making 10 tricks for 10 IMPs to LILLEY.
Final, third quarter - Board 4

 Dealer: West
 Vul: All  K J 7 5
 A 6 4 2
 9 6 5 3
  Q
     Nagy/Mullamphy
  A Q 10 4 2  8
 10 7 3 K Q 9 8 5
 K 10 Q 7 2
 9 6 5  A 4 3 2
    Fruewirth/deLivera     Del’Monte/Robinson
  9 6 3
 J
 A J 8 4
  K J 10 8 7
     Lilley/Klinger

At my table, Fruewirth passed in first seat, Del’Monte 
opened 1  with the East hand, and after a Drury se-
quence, they stopped safely in 2 . At the other table 
deLivera opened 2  and played it there, going three 
down for 10 IMPs to DEL’MONTE.
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Final, fourth quarter - Board 17
 Dealer: North
 Vul: Nil  K Q 9 5 2
  4 2
  10 2
  A 9 6 2
     Nagy/Fruewirth
  8 6  A 10
 J A 10 9 7 3
 A Q 8 7 5 3 K J 9 6
 K J 8 7  Q 10
    Klinger/deLivera     Hoffman/Robinson
  J 7 4 3
 K Q 8 6 5
 4
  5 4 3
    Lilley/Klinger

Zolly opened 2  in first seat. Hoffman overcalled 
3  (what would you bid?). I was happy with this, so 
passed, as did Klinger. Two down. In the other room 
Robinson - Delivera had an uncontested auction to 5 . 
11 IMPs to LILLEY.

There were very few hands requiring expert card play 
or defence. Most of the significant swings were gener-
ated in the bidding. 

The next situation was an exception. What would you 
lead from 10865, K852, KJ109, 5 after RHO 
opens 1  and LHO bids 1 (showing hearts). RHO 
bids 2NT, LHO bids 3 (transferring to hearts), RHO 
bids 3 , LHO bids 3 , and RHO bids 3NT, which 
becomes the final contract?

Say you lead a diamond: dummy comes down with 
K742, J9764, 72, AJ. Partner turns up with 
Axxx, declarer with Qxx, so you take the first four 

tricks. Dummy discards two hearts, and declarer 10.  
What now?
Final, first quarter - Board 3
 Dealer: South
 Vul: EW  K 7 4 2
 J 9 7 6 4
 7 2
  A J
     Fruewirth
  10 8 6 5  9 3
 K 8 5 2 Q 3
 K J 10 9 A 8 6 5
 5  10 9 4 3 2
     Lilley          Nagy
  A Q J
 A 10
 Q 4 3
  K Q 8 7 6
     Del’Monte

It looks like declarer started with A10 doubleton, and 
partner with Qx, leaving declarer with all the other 
missing 18 points needed for his 2NT rebid.

Therefore, declarer has four spade tricks, four club 
tricks (at least) plus A. 

But clubs and spades are both blocked. If you lead a 
heart to knock out declarer’s ace, he may be unable to 
cash all his tricks.

However, you must lead a low heart, and partner must 
withhold his queen, otherwise declarer can still make 
the hand.

If you are the only defender to guard hearts, you can 
be squeezed in the majors, and if partner has the only 
heart guard, he can be squeezed in hearts and clubs.

DEL’MONTE was frequently more aggressive in the 
bidding, but these were the wrong boards on which to 
get too busy.

Final, first quarter - Board 10

 Dealer: East
 Vul: All  8 2
 J 5 4
 J 9 3
  A K 7 5 3
     Fruewirth/deLivera
  A K  J 9 6 4 3
 K 7 6 8 3 2
 A Q K 5 2
 Q 10 9 8 4 2 J 6
    Lilley/Klinger     Nagy/Hoffman
  Q 10 7 5
 A Q 10 9
 10 8 7 6 4
  ---
     Del’Monte/Robinson

After Ishmael Del’Monte opened 1  (showing a five-
card suit) in second seat, I overcalled a heavy 1NT 
with the West cards.

Fruewirth, North, supported diamonds, Nagy bid 2 , 
and NS came to rest in 3 .

This was two down.

I was a little worried about this result, because precise 
defence is needed to defeat a 3NT contract by EW.

However, at the other table, where NS did not enter the 
bidding, Hoffman played 3  after Klinger had shown 
a balanced 18-19 points.

This was also two down for 9 IMPs to LILLEY.

On the next deal, DEL’MONTE again bid more ag-
gressively than LILLEY:



14

Final, first quarter - Board 13

 Dealer: North
 Vul: All  Q 10 7 2
 A 10 5
 J 9 3
  K 8 2
     Fruewirth
  A 6 4 3  J 5
 7 4 2 Q 3
 K 10 7 5 A Q 8 6 4
 9 7  Q 6 4 3
    Lilley      Nagy
  K 9 8
 K J 9 8 6
 2
  A J 10 5
     Del’Monte
Del Monte - Fruewirth bid to the reasonable 4 , which 
needed two out of three finesses, and probably a 3-2 
trump break – around 34%. Marginal, even at the 
vulnerability.
I led a club, solving one of Del’Monte’s problems, but 
then he mispicked both the heart and spade finesses.

Robinson - deLivera stopped in 3  and picked all the 
finesses the right way – making 10 tricks and 9 IMPs 
to LILLEY.

My final exhibit shows yet again that these were not 
the right boards on which to be too active.

Final, fourth quarter - Board 16

 Dealer: West
 Vul: EW  K J 5
 A 9 4
 10
  A K 8 7 3 2
     Nagy/Fruewirth
  10 8 3 2  Q 7 6
 K Q 5 J 8 7 3 2
 K J 6 3 A 9 8 4 2
 Q 10 ---
    Klinger/deLivera     Hoffman/Robinson
  A 9 4
 10 6
 Q 7 5
  J 9 6 5 4
     Lilley/Del’Monte

At Ian Robinson’s table, where EW passed throughout, 
NS bid 1  - 1 (balanced); 3 -3 (stopper); 3NT. 

Robinson had to lead a diamond, not a heart, to de-
feat this. Reasoning that it might be necessary to take 
the first five tricks, Ian duly led a diamond for one 
down.

At my table, there was more action.

Ron Klinger opened a light 1 . Nagy overcalled 2 , 
David Hoffman bid 2 , and I competed with 3 . 

Klinger passed and Nagy, trusting me for a diamond 
stopper, bid 3NT.

Hoffman ‘saved’ in 4 , converted to 4  by Klinger.

Nagy wasn’t finished yet, bidding 5♣.

Hoffman ‘saved’ again in 5 . This was two down 
(doubled) when Klinger, not unexpectedly, mispicked 
diamonds.

+500 at our table with the +100 at the other table was 
12 IMPs to LILLEY.

David Lilley, ACT

Coffs Super Congress Programme
Tuesday 18th August 2009
 6.00pm..........Welcome Cocktail Party
 7.00pm..........Welcome Pairs
Wednesday 19th August 2009
 10.00am.........Butler Swiss Pairs
 2.30pm...........Butler Swiss Pairs
Thursday 20th August 2009
 10.00am.........Butler Swiss Pairs
 2.30pm...........Butler Swiss Pairs
 Followed by Prizegiving & Champagne
Friday 21st August 2009
 9am - 10.30 ..Directors Forum
 10.30-12.00..Workshop; presented by David 
 Beauchamp & Ted Chadwick
 2.30pm.........Walk in Pairs
 7.30pm.........Swiss Teams
Saturday 22nd August 2009
 10.00am.........Swiss Teams
 2.30pm...........Swiss Teams
 7.30pm...........Congress Dinner
 Live Entertainment
Sunday 23rd August 2009
 10.00am.........Swiss Teams
 Followed by Prizegiving
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SWISS-KO TEAMS

15 -19 AUGUST

BOARD-A-MATCH TEAMS

18 -19 AUGUST

Entry Fee: 500 €/team

MP PAIRS

20 -23 AUGUST

IMP PAIRS

22 -23 AUGUST

Entry Fee: 200 €/pair

                                                                               

NBO’s are not restricted with any quotas.
Transnational teams and/or pairs are also allowed. 

National anthems will be played, and national flags will be raised for only 
teams or pairs with all players of the same nationality.

Eligibility: Born on or after January 01, 1984
In case of sufficient participation in U20 teams and/or pairs, 

The Championships will be played in both U25 and U20 categories.
Full board accommodation in double room: €45 per person per day

Registrations will be made through WBF Website
www.worldbridge.org
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TAS – Try Another Suit

Some players always lead 
their partner’s suit. It saves 

thinking, and it saves argu-
ments. 

But there are often strong indica-
tions that you should try another 
suit. 

Say your RHO opens 1NT, you overcall 2  with
 A4,  J109864  3  KJ65

and your LHO jumps to 3NT.
Should you lead your own suit, or gamble on an unbid 
suit? Try Another Suit, try a club. You’d be surprised 
how often it works.
Both opponents have heard you bid hearts, yet they 
have reached 3NT in two bids.
The full deal is:
    Q 8 7
 A Q
 Q 10 9 8 7 4
  7 4
  A 4  10 9 5 2
 J 10 9 8 6 4 7 3
 3 J 6
 K J 6 5 A 9 8 3 2
  K J 6 3
 K 5 2
 A K 5 2
 Q 10

Another time to try a TAS lead is against 1NT.

Your LHO opens 1 , your partner overcalls 1 , and 
your RHO’s 1NT ends the bidding.

You hold  A4,  J10764,  873,  J65

Try a heart lead; you probably need tricks in two suits 
to defeat 1NT.
When you hold Qx, Kx, or Ax in partner’s overcalled 
suit, it is frequently better to try another suit.
On the layouts below if you lead partner’s suit it will 
cost your side a trick. You need partner to win the lead 
and start the suit from their side.

1.     6 3 2
   K 4    Q 10 9 8 5
     A J 7

2.     6 5
   Q 7    A J 9 8 3
     K 10 4 2

3.   6 3 2
  Q 4  A 10 9 8 5
  K J 7

4.   6 5
  A 4  K 10 9 8 3
  Q J 7 2

Against 3NT the situation is more urgent, and you are 
better off to lead doubleton honour in partner’s suit. 
You simply don’t have the time to get partner in to lead 
through to your hand, and then get partner back in to 
cash the set-up winners.

When opponents bid a slam after your side bids, they 
are normally well-prepared for the lead in that suit. 

TAS can work very well in these situations.

Say you, South, hold:

 K,  105,  Q7532,  AJ632

and the bidding proceeds as follows: (as it did in the 
recent Adelaide ANOT)

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
1  1  2  Pass
3  Pass 4NT Pass
5  Pass 6  All pass

What would you lead?

The question you might also ask yourself is, what am 
I doing with K?

Partner has overcalled 1 , but where are the rest of 
the spades.

The full deal was:
    J 10 9 7 2
 7
 J 9
  K Q 10 7 4
  6 5  A Q 8 4 3
 K J 8 4 A Q 9 6 3 2
 A K 10 6 4 8
 K J 6 5 5
  K
 10 5
 Q 7 5 3 2
 A J 6 3 2

Not only was declarer hoping for a spade lead, she was 
banking on one, or at least that K was onside.

Was North the villain for pointing partner to the wrong 
lead, or the hero for luring the opponents to the six-
level?

Paul Lavings,
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies

Bridge into the 21st Century
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VPs to the 
experienced 
I n d o n e -
sian Team, 
who scored 
490.5 VPs. 
A u s t r a l i a 
B o u r k e 
were in 5th 
place, while 

New Zealand 
finished sec-
ond-last.

The Australia Under-21 squad had a disappointing 
championships, finishing in 5th place (out of six 
teams). Their best match was a 12-18 loss to Japan, 
the team which came 6th.

I watched some less than ideal bridge on the BBO 
site, but did not have the opportunity to see the Under-
26 Team in action. Nor, unfortunately, was I able to 
download many of the Daily Bulletins from the official 
website at the time of the championships. And now, 
apparently, no one can open any of them. A pity, as 
they usually contain great material.

2009 PABF Championships

Held in Macau from June 18 - 28, Australia fielded 
an Open and a Women’s Teams, as well as two 

Seniors’ Teams, Australia National and Australia 
Bourke as well as two Youth Teams, Under 26 and 
Under 21. The larger fields played double round 
robins, while the Under 26 Team played nine rounds 
and the Under 21 Team 10 rounds.

The highlight of the event from an Australian point of 
view was the Australian Under-26 Teams fantastic win. 
They beat off a strong challenge from China, China 
Hong Kong and Japan to take the cup. They scored 
321 VPs from nine matches, with only two losses (a 
16-14 and a 20-10). Hearty congratulations!

The Australian Open Team put in a disappointing 
performance, finishing in 7th place. At least we were 
one place better than New Zealand on 376 VPs. China 
won, with a massive 469 VPs.

The story for the Women’s Team was similar: Australia 
7th on 266 VPs, with China winners on 381. New 
Zealand were in 4th place on 281.8 VPs.

The Australian National Seniors’ Team had more to 
be happy about with their second-placing, on 468.5 

Australia Under 26 Youth Team:
Adam Edgtton, Leigh Matheson, Justin 

Howard, npc Cathy Mill, Alexandra Morris, 
Hoi-Ming Chan and Peter Hollands

  

The NSWBA and The ABF present the

SYDNEY SPRING NATIONALS
21 – 29 OCTOBER, 2009

Venue: Hakoah Club, Bondi                  Convener: Kim Neale: sn@abf.com.au

Entry details: www.abf.com.au/events/spnot     Gold Masterpoints & Playoff Qualifying Points

Open Teams Tournament
Qualifying: Wed 21st to Friday 23rd Oct 2009

Final Series: Sat 24th & Sun 25th Oct 2009

Restricted Teams - **NEW EVENT in 2009
Wednesday 21st to Friday 23rd Oct 2009

Players must have no more than 300 Masterpoints 

Manzoni Womens’ Teams
Qualifying: Mon 26th to Wed 28th Oct 2009

Final: Thursday 29th Oct 2009

Dick Cummings Open Pairs
(A Swiss Matchpoint Pairs Event)

Saturday 24th October 2009 and Sunday 25th 

Bobby Evans Seniors’ Teams
Qualifying: Mon 26th to Wed 28th Oct 2009

Final: Thursday 29th Oct 2009
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What Should I Bid?

Want to improve your bridge?

Go to 
www.ronklingerbridge.com

for new material each day

Bridge Holidays with 

Ron and Suzie Klinger in 2009
Kangaroo Island                         Norfolk Island
   August 2 - 9                      November 28 - Dec. 5

Murray River Cruise - August 9 - 14              

Details for any of the above from:
Holiday Bridge, 

PO Box 140, 
Northbridge NSW 1560

Tel: (02) 9958-5589
email: suzie@ron-klinger.com.au

TThe best submission for May came from Maura 
Rhodes of Western Australia.

Dealer: East, Vul: NS, IMPs

North holds:
   A 9 7
 Q J 10 8
 5
  Q J 8 7 3
 West North East South  
      Pass  1
 Pass ?

We play two-over-one, so a bid of 2  shows 13+ HCP. 
To show an invitational hand with three spades, we 
bid 3 . We play 1NT as almost forcing: partner can 
only pass if he has opened on a 10- or 11-count. I was 
afraid to respond 1NT, as I wanted to be in game, but 
felt 2  was an overbid.

Is there a way out of this dilemma, Sartaj?

Partner held:
   K J 8 6 5 4 3
 A K
 Q J 10 9
  ---

Sartaj’s Reply:
Maura,
With three-card support for part-
ner’s five-card suit, the way to 
value a hand is:

HCP
+
1 for doubleton
3 for a singleton
5 for a void

Note, however, that the singleton should be a small 
singleton and the doubleton should not be a honour 
holding like Qx, Kx or Jx.

I will usually also add another point to my hand if I 
hold a fourth trump in support for partner.

By this sort of evaluation, your hand is worth 10 plus 
3 for the small singleton. 

There is no clear defect in the hand (like xxx of trumps 
only) which would warrant a downgrade. In fact, 10 
and QJ give the hand some solidity, as they are both 
a potential source of tricks.

With my 13 support points, I would comfortably rec-
ommend 2  followed by 4  at our next bid.

The alternative approach is to bid 1  - 3  for now, 
with the intention of raising partner’s 3  signoff to 
game anyway. However, you need to have a partner 
who will bid in tempo over 3 , because the Director 
will not believe you if partner bids a slow 3  and you 
raise to four.

Cheers, Sartaj 

Esther Sophonpanich, President of Zone 6, 
and a longtime ambassador for bridge, at the 

Opening Ceremony of the 46th PABFC in Macau
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August
18-23: Coffs Coast Gold Congress
Coffs Harbour (Opal Cove Resort)
Robyn Bingham: chbridge@midcoast.com.au 
or (02) 6651 7845
22-23: Swan River Swiss Open Pairs, Perth
Hilary Yovich: srsp@abf.com.au  or (08) 9341 8116
29 August - 12 September
World Bridge Team Championships
São Paulo, Brazil  
Jane Rasmussen: secretariat@abf.com.au 
September
2-6: Territory Gold Bridge Festival, Darwin
Pam Nunn: tgbf@abf.com.au or (08) 8981 7287
26-28: HGR Memorial Congress, Perth
Women’s Teams and Men’s Swiss Pairs
Sheenagh Young: hgr@abf.com.au
26 - 3 October: NZ National Congress, Hamilton, Ri-
chard Solomon: organiser@nzbridgecongress.co.nz  

October
1-2: Roger Penny Senior Swiss Pairs, Launceston  
Catherine Elliott: c.elliott@westnet.com.au
(03) 6344 9303 or 0407 535 197
3-4: Australian Swiss Pairs
21-29: Spring Nationals, Sydney
Hakoah Club, Bondi
Kim Neale: sn@abf.com.au 
November
21-22: Golden West Swiss Pairs, Mandurah
Allison Stralow: gwsp@abf.com.au
or tel: 0403 153 823
27-30: GNOT Final, Banora Point
John Brockwell: gnot@abf.com.au
or tel: (02) 6246 5093
January 2010
16-17: Grand National Pairs Final, Canberra  
John Brockwell and Di Marler
gnp@abf.com.au or tel: (02) 6246 5093

Important ABF Dates Ahead 

European Women’s 
Jamboree

Rome, Italy - October 6-11, 2009
 The European “Jamboree” is dedicated to women 
bridge players of any level and rank. It is a true 
“Festival”, where serious and qualified bridge tour-
naments, high level tourism, friendship and warm 
hospitality merge in a pleasant, relaxing and amus-
ing atmosphere. This event is “transnational”, which 
means that women players from different countries 
can play together and, more, is extended to players 
from outside Europe, from other continents.

More details at http://www.wbfwomensbridge-
club.org/jamboree.html

The ABF is offering a grant of $4000, to be used to 
offset travel to the Jamboree, to the winners of the 
2009 ANC Women’s Butler Pairs.

See advertisement in next column

Winners of the Butlers at 

 
are Grinners 

Newly announced: 

At the meeting of the ABF Management Committee on 16th May 2009, it 
was agreed that an amount of $4,000 be awarded to the winners of the 
2009 Australian Women's Butler Pairs.  This prize to be used to offset 
travel to the European Women's Jamboree being held in Rome between 
6 and 11 October 2009.  Should the winners of the Butler elect not to 
take up this sponsorship, it will be offered to the second and then third 
placed pair, but no lower. 
  
This is a once off prize and is awarded in support of women's bridge. 

Previously announced: 

A new possible reward for 2009 is that the top three finishers in the ANC 
Butler will be rewarded through a subsidy to play in the NZ Nationals 
in 2009 provided at least 2 of the 3 pairs wish to play.  
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2009 Victor Champion Cup

VBA President Jeannette Collins, with Bill Haughie, Colleen 
Noble, Richard Jedrychowski and Barry Noble. In absentia: 

Michael Prescott and Stephen Burgess

ILLAWARRA BRIDGE 
ASSOCIATION INC

SWISS BUTLER PAIRS CONGRESS
will be held at the IBA Hall, 
11 Princes Highway, Figtree 

Sunday August 23rd starting at 10:00 am. 
Director: Chris Diment
Convener: Kaye Hart

Enquiries: (02) 42272799
iba@speedlink.com.au

The 2009 Victor Champion Cup, held in Melbourne 
over Queen’s Birthday weekend, boasted a very 

strong field. Very few of Australia’s top bridge players 
were missing. The top-seeded teams were:

1. HORWITZ: Helen Horwitz, Paul Gosney, 
Tony Nunn, Ishmael Del’Monte, Murray Green
2. EBERY: Jamie Ebery, Leigh Gold, Theo Antoff, 
Albert Simpson
3. NOBLE: Barry Noble, Bill Haughie, Stephen 
Burgess, Michael Prescott, Richard Jedrychowski 
4. KLINGER: Ron Klinger, Matthew Mullamphy, 
Bill Jacobs, Ben Thompson 
5. MARKEY: Philip Markey, Andrew Mill, Cathy Chua, 
Simon Hinge
6. PEAKE: Andrew Peake, David Wiltshire, 
Bruce Neill, Avinash Kanetkar
7. LEIBOWITZ: Tony Leibowitz, Paul Lavings, 
Warren Lazer, Pauline Gumby
8. NIXON: Roy Nixon, Arjuna De Livera, 
David Appleton, Peter Reynolds

The event is run as a 10-round Swiss, the leader after 
the tenth round being the winner.

After eight rounds, the seedings proved to have been 
particularly accurate, with the top four seeds holding 
the top four positions on the table, although not quite 
in that order:

TEAM VPs
Noble 155
Klinger 151
Ebery 149

Horwitz 148
At that stage, 11 Victory Points covered the top eight 
teams in a very close contest.

Round 9 featured matches between NOBLE - EBERY, 
and KLINGER - HORWITZ, NOBLE had played the 
other two teams earlier in the competition. This round 
turned out to be decisive.

KLINGER and HORWITZ fought out a low-scoring 
affair, with KLINGER emerging with a 16-14 win. The 
win was very much assisted by some good card-reading 
by Ron Klinger on:

Round 9 - Board 13

 Dealer: North
 Vul: All  ---
 A J 5 4
 A J 7 3
  K Q 9 8 3
  J 10 6 3 2  A K 9 8 7 5 4
 10 8 6 3
 K Q 6 4 10 2
 A J 10 2
  Q
 K Q 9 7 2
 9 8 5
  7 6 5 4

Par on the hand is 5  NS, making easily when a 
diamond can be discarded on North’s fifth club. But 
Klinger - Mullamphy subsided in 5 , doubled by West, 
after EW bid rapidly to 4 . Klinger ruffed the opening 
spade lead and played a heart to dummy before play-
ing a trump. West, in with A, exited with a small 
diamond. In a vacuum, the correct play would seem 
to suggest playing West for 10, winning whenever 
the lead is away from K10, or Q10, and only los-
ing when it is away from KQ. Klinger looked a little 
more deeply into the situation and decided that, with no 
winners in hearts or spades, West’s double could only 
be based upon a good diamond holding, so he inserted 
a triumphant J to make his doubled contract.

Meanwhile, in the other match the same hand very 
much contributed to NOBLE’s 21 – 9 victory when the 
EBERY NS did not compete beyond 4 , while Prescott 
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JACK 4

$114.95 (includes postage and GST)
The world’s best bridge program

BRIDGE TIMERS AND 
DEALING 

MACHINES 
Remote-controlled timers for $595 

including GST, + $10 postage in Australia. 
We also have second-hand dealing machines 

in excellent condition.  
Dennis Yovich, EBA Pty Ltd

P O Box 70, Leederville WA 6902
 Ph: (08) 9420 2458  Fax: (08) 9341 
4547  Email: dyovich@iinet.net.au

- Jedrychowski quickly bid up to 5  in the other room. 
-100 in one room and +650 in the other furnished 11 
valuable IMPs to NOBLE, who won the match by 26 
IMPs and 21-9 VPs.

With just one round to go, NOBLE had stretched 
the gap to the second–placed team, the fast-finish-
ing WARE, Griff Ware, Mark Abraham, Mary-Ellen 
Newton and Michael Ware to 8VPs with KLINGER 
and MARKEY close behind.

The draw for the last round saw NOBLE facing WARE, 
with KLINGER playing MARKEY.

Board 1 was important to the aspirations of NOBLE:

 Dealer: North
 Vul: Nil  A K
 A 7 2
 K 9 8 5 4 3
  7 3
  J 9 6  8 7 5
 K J 10 9 8 3 Q 6 5
 A J 2
 A 9 K J 8 5 4 2
  Q 10 4 3 2
 4
 Q 10 7 6
  Q 10 6

Against 4  by the NOBLE EW, North led K,A, and 
with the spade suit blocked, was at the crossroads. He 
had opened 1NT, showing 14-16 points, and while 
South had shown a spade suit, the diamond fit had not 
been revealed. Fearing diamond ruffs, he switched to 
a small trump. That was all Burgess required, as he 
quickly set up the club suit via a high ruff, and then 

led another trump towards dummy’s queen. There was 
no longer any defence. 

A diamond switch is required at the third trick, so 
that the East hand can in due course be forced, and 
an entry to the winning clubs denied. With only one 
diamond ruff available, declarer is always one trick 
short. In the other room, diamonds had been bid and 
supported, so it was much easier to find that switch. 
11 IMPs to NOBLE.

The match proved to be a relatively swingy affair, with 
71 IMPs trading hands, but in the end the difference 
was 1 IMP, resulting in a 15-all draw. With KLINGER 
defeating MARKEY 18-12, NOBLE team had hung on 
to win.

The final scores were:

TEAM VPs
Noble 191
Klinger 185
Horwitz 183
Ware 183

Barry Noble has on three former occasions been run-
ner-up in this tournament, so a win was somewhat 
overdue.

Michael Prescott played in partnerships with both 
Barry Noble and Richard Jedrychowski. His partner-
ship with Jedrychowski was a new one, but proved 
highly successful.

Stephen Burgess and I play together about once every 
five years. However, although we played every hand 
of every match (as did Prescott) Stone Age Acol with-
stood the pressures of the tournament, and we emerged 
relatively unscathed. Many thanks, guys.
Now for some other hands of interest:
Martin Bloom reported a couple of hands from his 
match against PEAKE:

 Match 7, Board 2
 Dealer: East
 Vul: NS  Q 10 9
 9 6 3
 A Q J 8 3
  9 8
  J 5 4 2  A 8 7 6 3
 8 A J 7 5 4 2
 K 10 9 6 7
 7 6 5 4 2
  K
 K Q 10
 5 4 2
 A K Q J 10 3

EW were Bruce Neill - Avi Kanetkar who have adopted 
one of Stephen Burgess’s inventions, namely a 3NT 



112

opening bid to show 5 spades and six hearts and a hand 
in the 9-13 HCP range. Consequently, East opened 
3NT and over 4  by South, 4  by West concluded 
the auction. The contract duly went one down, but this 
was a triumph, as NS have at least 10 tricks available 
in no trumps. Any five-level suit contract by NS fails 
on heart ruffs.

It was a pity that Burgess hadn’t introduced this con-
vention to me, as we defended 4NT NS, instead of 
bidding on to 5 .

The virtue of this convention is that otherwise weak 
hands with five spades and six hearts are notoriously 
difficult to bid. Opening 1  and later reversing into 
spades significantly overstates the strength of the hand, 
whereas this bid gets the whole thing off your chest in 
one bid. Worthy of consideration.

Later in the same match, something funny happened 
on the way to the forum:

 Match 7, Board 4: Dealer: West
 Vul: All  A K 10 7 6
  K
 2
  Q J 7 5 4 3
  J 9 4  5 3
 A 3 Q 5 2
 A Q J K 10 9 6 5 4 3
 A K 9 8 2 6
  Q 8 2
 J 10 9 8 7 6 4
 8 7
 2
Avi Kanetkar West opened proceedings with a 2NT bid, 
over which Martin Bloom interposed a 3  bid. Bruce 
Neill bid 5  on the East hand, and would presumably 
have been successful, since he would in due course 
have been left with no option but to drop the singleton 

K in the North hand.

But then things took a strange turn. When the bidding 
returned to East, he found a 3NT bid! The director 
was called over this inadequate bid, and eventually it 
was accepted by all parties. Whereupon North led his 
unannounced five-card spade suit and the contract went 
one down, the cause of considerable mirth to all parties 
when it was realized that 5  would have made.

And finally a small gem from my partner:

 Match 9, Board 7: Dealer: South
 Vul: All  A J 10 7
 K 6 3
 J 10 3
  K 8 7
  K Q 9 5 3  8 4 2
 Q J 4 9 5
 Q 8 5 A K 6 2
 10 9 Q J 4 3
  6
 A 10 8 7 2
 9 7 4
 A 6 5 2

After South passed, Stephen Burgess systemically 
opened the West hand 2 , showing a five-card suit 
and 8 – 11 HCP. North and East passed, and South 
reopened with a double.

North knew his partner’s hand was limited, since he 
had previously passed, but his spade cards were well-
placed, so he passed for penalties.

This contract looks to be booked for a two-trick defeat, 
costing 500 at the vulnerability, with four tricks avail-
able in the side suits, plus three trump tricks. 

After a heart lead and trump return, the defenders 
cashed their outside tricks before playing a third round 
of hearts. Burgess read the hand perfectly, cashing three 
rounds of diamonds before ruffing a winning club in 
his hand to bring about the following position: 
   J 10 7
 ---
 ---
  ---
  K 9 5  8 4
 --- ---
 --- ---
 --- J
  ---
 10 8
 ---
 6
Now a small spade away from the king endplayed 
North, and limited the damage to one down and -200. 
Well read, and well played.

Bill Haughie

Editor’s aside
As you may know, the editor now watches developments 
in Australian bridge from across the Tasman, but the 
internet age makes this totally achievable.
I was interested to read about Burgess’ 3NT Convention 
in Bill Haughie’s report on the VCC. I was playing in 
the Canterbury Main Centre Pairs at the Ashburton 
Bridge Club, when this deal came up:

Copy Deadline 
for Issue No 139, September 2009, the deadline is:

August 26, 2009
Late submissions will be held over until Issue 140

October 2009, at the discretion of the Editor
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Oz Bridge Travel presents 

2010 Summer Bridge Getaway 
Luxurious Pinnacle Valley Resort  

January 4 - 9 from $936 
 6 DAYS - 5 NIGHTS 

   Host:  Gary Brown                                                                                                             Host: Ish Del’Monte 
 

After 5 years in the Snowy Mountains and 3 years in Kangaroo Island, we are taking our Summer Bridge Getaway to the 
beautiful Pinnacle Valley Resort in country Victoria.  We were last here in November 2004 with a sold out crowd of 77 
participants.  We know what’s important to you and how to make your holiday special, which is why OZ Bridge Travel 
holidays are so successful.  Nestled in a tranquil valley at the foot of the Victorian Alps lies your perfect relaxation 
destination.  The recently refurbished Pinnacle Valley Resort is surrounded by rivers, mountains and wineries. 

 

We are very pleased to have Ish Del’Monte join the OZ Bridge Travel team.  Ish is without question, Australia’s top 
Bridge professional.  Playing with a client, Ish made it to the semi-finals of the Vanderbilt Cup, one of the world’s most 
prestigious events, only to lose by 4 IMPS.  In the internationally star-studded ‘Blue Ribbon Pairs’ event Ish has compiled 
an very impressive two 2nd place finishes and a 3rd place.   
 

Resort Attractions: Peaks Restaurant – Roo Bar and Cafe – tennis court – swimming pool – sauna – spa – mini golf - 
gymnasium –18 hole golf course (Mansfield).  The Bridge Room is fabulous with terrific views.  Top Shelf Chef!  
  

Anyone for around of Golf? 
 

Welcome Dinner - Hot Breakfast Daily - Departure Dinner - Prizes   
 

Accommodation:  Studio Apartments - 1 Bedroom Apartmentss – Luxury Chalets (Sing Supp. Avail)   
Bridge Program: Team Games – Duplicates Pairs - Swiss Pairs – Red Points. 
 

For a Full brochure or more Information, call:  0418 570 430  or email: brownbridge@ozemail.com.au 

________________________________________ 
 Dealer: North
 Vul: Nil  Q 3
 10 9
 Q 8 5 4
  K J 8 6 4
  K 7 6 5  A J 10 9 2
 J 6 4 A K 8 7 5 3
 J 10 6 ---
 10 7 5 9 2
  8 4
 Q 2
 A K 9 7 3 2
 A Q 3

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH
      Alabaster  Lester

 --- 1  2
Pass 3  3  4
4  All pass

Note that the East hand fits the Burgess description 
of 5 spades, 6 hearts and 9-13 HCP.

However, I believe the hand above is in a totally dif-
ferent class. It has four losers to the VCC hand’s six 
losers, and good spade texture.

I judged it correct to reverse into 3  after the bid-
ding revealed West would have a very limited hand 
(probably no penalty pass of 2  doubled, no negative 
double and no 2  bid).

Note that Jan Alabaster’s actions were spot on. My 
1  promised a four-card suit, and she was reluctant 
to make a takeout double or support my hearts with 
an 11-loser hand. All very disciplined.

Most Wests competed with 2  over South’s 2  or 
intermediate 3  bid, so the spade suit was lost.

On our auction, Jan could upgrade her hand because 
of the reverse, and her great cards in the majors.

When we opened the traveller, 4  making 13 tricks 
was an outright top. All the other EW pairs had played 
in hearts, with 11 tricks the limit, or had defended 
diamond contracts. It is probable a Burgess 3NT 
opener would have led to the same result, with West 
making 13 tricks in spades on a diamond lead.

Largely as a result of Jan Alabaster’s fine matchpoint 
decisions, we won the event. It is good to be playing 
tournament bridge again, in a not so foreign land.
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Somehow we landed in Six Notrump
by David Bird

Masterpoint Press, Canada, 2009, 190 pages,
$32.95 postfree

The first half of the book features 32 6NT contracts 
declared by famous players, and the second half is 

a selection of fiction, 31 deals, featuring bridge-play-
ing monks, the Rabbi, Robin Hood, and other David 
Bird creations.

Following every deal is a quiz asking you how to play 
a testing 6NT contract.

This deal in particular caught my eye:

    9 6 4
  K 7 6 3
 7 5
  8 7 4 2
  Q 10 5 3 2  J 8
 10 9 8 4 J 5 2
 6 3 10 9 4 2
 J 3 Q 10 9 5
  A K 7
 A Q
 A K Q J 8
 A K 6

South played 6NT, and won 10 lead with the ace. 
Declarer now ran the diamonds and cashed A, and 
these cards remained:

    9
  K 7 
 ---
  8 7 4
  Q 10 5 3  J
 9 8 J 5
 --- ---
 --- Q 10 9
  A K 7
 Q
 ---
 K 6

When declarer cashed K, West couldn’t throw a 
spade, or declarer cashes Q and throws him in with 
a spade to give dummy the last trick. So West threw 
a heart.

Now East must keep two hearts, and after K and Q 
are cashed, East is thrown in with a club to yield the 
last trick to dummy’s K, a double stepping-stone 
squeeze.
You might think that a book that contains only 6NT 

contracts would be repetitious, but quite the opposite, 
it is a delightful read. My tip for Best Bridge Book of 
2009.

Paul Lavings,
Paul Lavings Bridge Books & Supplies

Book Review

Great
deal

Running short of boards during the week?
Needing to deal every couple of days?

Combine our great offers to make life easier!

• 10% discount on orders of a minimum of 64
boards.

• Top class Piatnik cards for only $440 per
carton of 200 decks (100 blue + 100 red).

Duplimate Australia also has great deals on
other products for successful duplicate brid-
ge. Please contact Doug Meyers: (07) 3266
4431, sales@duplimate.com, for details.

Duplimate Australia
www.duplimate.com

Candice Berman was part of our Women’s Team at the PABFC. 
This picture is on the  Gallery page of the official website:

www.macauabm.com/46th_pabf 
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Daily ABF Masterpoint sessions for social players

Do you appear on this list? If not, why not? Full results on bridgeunlimited.com

Nationwide Pairs 21 June 2009
There are 16 Sections from 14 out of 14 Clubs registered for this event

15 of these Sections have committed results
Hand Record

Place Players Club Score Percentage Red points 
1 Clarke, Clarke Ballarat Bridge Club 4078.020 70.701 5.000 
2 Heyward, Clark Ballarat Bridge Club 3868.490 67.068 3.500 
3 Morrish, Swarbrick Sale Bridge Club 3822.473 66.270 2.500 
4 Doyle, Fechner Bairnsdale Bridge Club Incorporated 3722.651 64.540 1.667 
5 Smith, Neerhut Ballarat Bridge Club 3707.400 64.275 1.250 
6 Priol, Lameks Hawkesbury Bridge Club 3701.278 64.169 1.000 
7 Drury, Manley Phillip Island Bridge Club Inc 3607.256 62.539 0.833 
8 Norton, Lynch Hawkesbury Bridge Club 3584.761 62.149 0.714 
9 Geyer, Kleinhenz Moonee Valley Bridge Club 3584.310 62.141 0.625 
10 Bliss, Whebell Townsville Bridge Club 3563.423 61.779 0.556 
11 McAdam, Tylee Sale Bridge Club 3561.684 61.749 0.500 
12 Welsh, McConnell Commercial Club Bridge Club - Albury 3523.781 61.092 0.455 
13 Lappin, Cook Townsville Bridge Club 3500.517 60.689 0.417 
14 Haworth, Davy Rye Beach Bridge Club 3499.514 60.671 0.385 
15 Littlehales, Fernando Berwick Bridge Club Inc 3485.625 60.430 0.357 
16 Rigano, Turner Cairns Bridge Club 3478.073 60.299 0.333 
17 Brown, Stacey Commercial Club Bridge Club - Albury 3477.740 60.294 0.312 
18 McKnight, Woodward Ballarat Bridge Club 3474.199 60.232 0.300 
19 Campbell, Sharrock Ballarat Bridge Club 3431.550 59.493 0.300 
20 Paton, Klugman Kiama & District Bridge Club 3431.407 59.490 0.300 
21 Young, Burica Kiama & District Bridge Club 3422.099 59.329 0.300 
22 Dujela, Gibson South Gippsland Bridge Club 3411.384 59.143 0.300 
23 Miller, Smith Cairns Bridge Club 3403.245 59.002 0.300 
24 Downing, Walker Phillip Island Bridge Club Inc 3397.220 58.898 0.300 
25 Kaehler, Garvin Kiama & District Bridge Club 3388.152 58.740 0.300 
26 Hardy, Heymans Hawkesbury Bridge Club 3375.309 58.518 0.300 
27 Anderson, Van Lier Sale Bridge Club 3367.046 58.375 0.300 
28 Kulesza, Cooper Waverley Bridge Club Inc 3365.462 58.347 0.300 
29 Kuiper, Johnston South Gippsland Bridge Club 3364.016 58.322 0.300 
30 Ashby, Ditchfi eld Berwick Bridge Club Inc 3360.557 58.262 0.300 
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As Newsletter 
readers know, 

the promotion of 
bridge in Western 
Australia is very 
active.

In her role as Pro-
motions Officer, 
Di Brooks gets to 
meet very interest-
ing people, one of whom is Ken Marston, Executive 
Officer of COTA, the Council on the Ageing.
Liaising with COTA, gives thousands of seniors ac-
cess to information on how to keep the mind and body 
active, and what better way than through playing 
bridge.

Geraldton Bridge Club Opening Ceremony
The brand new clubroom was full to overflowing for 
the official opening of Geraldton Bridge Club earlier 
this year.

Barbara Allen, Club Presi-
dent, welcomed the special 
guests, and then proceeded 
to give a detailed descrip-
tion of the early history of 
the club, through to what 
was involved in the build-
ing process. She made spe-
cial mention of those who 
had donated their time and 
skills, so that Geraldton 
could have its very own 
bridge club. Fittingly, the 
playing room is named af-
ter Barbara and Ken Allen, 
for their generosity and continual support.

Geraldton’s Deputy Mayor, John Sewell, was asked to 
officially open the clubrooms. His was the honour, as 
he had been very supportive, using his knowledge to 
assist with applications through council.

Be fo re  Ba rba ra 
closed proceedings, 
BAWA Promotions 
Officer, Di Brooks 
presented a shield, 
on behalf of BAWA, 
acknowledging Ger-
aldton’s participa-
tion in “Fostering 
Bridge in WA”.

Life members Ella Murphy, Barbara Allen 
and Yvonne Dymond with the BAWA shield

Di Brooks and Ken Marston

News from the West Barbara Allen thanked BAWA for their support, with 
members echoing the President’s sentiments.
Geraldton has 71 members, with three tables of stu-
dents learning the basics. Good luck with their new 
endeavours.
Jewellery Auction current fundraising drive
While on the subject of Western Australia, one of 
the major fundraising drives at present is the Jewel-
lery Auction being held to generate funds for youth 
bridge.
To see and find out how to bid on the jewellery, pic-
tured below, go to www.bawa.asn.au

From the Editor
If feedback is to be believed, it appears that the human 
interest articles which regularly appear in the ABF 
Newsletter are well-received and popular.
We appreciate the efforts of all the contributors from 
bridge clubs across Australia, as well as the occasional 
story received by individuals.
Please feel free to email me at editor@abf.com.au with 
anything you consider will be of interest to the Austral-
ian bridge public. It is for you that this Newsletter is 
produced; be part of it!

Barbara & Ken Allen, the ‘driving 
foce’ behind Geraldton Bridge 

Club’s new premises
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W: www.bridgemate.com.au
E: info@bridgemate.com.au

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

A Bridgemate is only a genuine Bridgemate when the name Bridgemate is clearly visible. 
The name Bridgemate is a guarantee for quality, stability and service wherever in the world. 

Don’t settle for less if the best is in reach.

• Large keys which makes it easy to use for people of all ages

• Low energy use

• Reduces the number of scoring errors to a minimum

• Displays the % scored instantly - 
100% is a top, 50% means flat

• Gives an up-to-the-minute display of rankings throughout
the session of all sections

• Displays the final results with contract, lead card and tricks 
made within seconds.

• Saves club managers and scorers time & effort

• No more keying in of travellers and player names

• No more “when will the results come out?”

• Fewer queries regarding errors

It is the only system recognized by the World Bridge Federation which 
guarantees a constant quality control. The Bridgemate system is under 
constant development which ensures the users of new features without 
costs! Bridgemate has a large panel of testers which ensures clubs to 
have bug free new releases of upgrades. Bridgemate has (in Australia) a 12 
hours a day, 7 days a week helpdesk for any questions or troubleshooting 
during installation and sessions. Bridgemate can be used with dozens of 
scoring programs. Bridgemate can be used as scorer and recorder for 
internet broadcasts on BBO, SwanGames and StepBridge. Bridgemate 
helps your favourite scoring program to make high class real time 
web publications.

Bridgemate is sold for over 12 years in 35+ countries worldwide and is in 
use by thousands of clubs and national bodies. The biggest event ever 
run with Bridgemate was the 2006 World Championships in Verona (Italy) 
with 300 table top units and 150,000 scores. Since 2005 all WBF and 
EBL championships are scored with Bridgemate. The PABF in 2008 (Gold 
Coast) and several ACBL nationals recently joined the group of bodies who 
is using the reliable scoring system. Bridgemate was introduced in Australia 
at the Adelaide Bridge Centre in December 2005.

P: 08 8363 5776
M: PO Box 136, Marden SA 5070

Give it a go! 
Visit one of the clubs using Bridgemate 
as mentioned on the website and 
see how life can be easy. If you are 
getting excited: Bridgemate has test 
sets available for a free trial period of a 
month or rentals for larger numbers and 
longer periods. There are also special 
arrangements for congresses. 

Bridgemate is an advanced scoring system for bridge, developed to make 
recording of results easier, reduce errors to a minimum, have real-time registration 
of results in the scoring program and increase the speed of publishing final results. 
Both players and directors will benefit from using Bridgemate.
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Coaching Cathy at Contract
THE CURSE OF THE NINE

Dear Guru,
Not for the first time, I have been dealt a suit headed 
by the KJ9, and have missed my chance for a trick.
The latest debacle occurred the other day.
 I responded 1NT to Glenda’s 1  opening with the 
South hand below, and she raised to 3NT with a pretty 
good hand:
   North
   A K 7 5 4
 K J 9
 A K 
  Q 3 2 
  
 
 South 
  J 3
 6 5
 J 3 2

A J 10 8 6 4

West led 4, and, after some thought, I inserted 9.  
East took this with 10 and played a diamond.

I won in dummy and played Q and, of course, the 
finesse lost.

West now led 7, and I had to guess which card to play. 
I tried K, which lost to the ace, and a heart came back 
to West’s queen. It’s no doubt stating the obvious to 
say that losing four heart tricks was a less than ideal 
result. It seems that playing 9 is what caused all the 
trouble. What do you think?

Greetings Cathy,

I usually take the view that the nine is a distraction 
in these situations, especially in notrump. More often 
than not, a low card led indicates length and an honour.  
Many players don’t treat 10xxx as an honour holding, 
so it is best to decide between the jack and the king. 

I will, however, show you an exception to the rule, 
albeit in a suit contract:

   10 8 5
 J 10 8 6 4
 K J 9 4 
  K 
   
  6
 ---
 8 7 3 2

A 10 9 8 7 5 4 3

After opening 5  and getting doubled by your RHO, 
West leads 2.

If this is a singleton, you are in deep trouble, so you 
should assume that the lead is from the queen. Given 
you have no remaining hope of making if you lose two 
diamond tricks, the normal play of the jack can’t be 
right, as West will ultimately win a second diamond 
trick for his side.

So the remaining legitimate chance of making is to 
play low and hope that (a). East is not alert enough 
to play the 10 from A10 doubleton, or (b). that West 
started with Q102.

In fact, East started with a singleton ace, but West did 
not get the lead at the next trick to give a ruff to East. 
Now South made his contract on the fortunate 2-2 club 
break and the marked diamond position.

Yours, David

Spoil yourself 
for four days

Join Brigitte and Keith Kat
at

The
Grange 

Bellinzona
Hepburn Springs

Tuesday afternoon September 1st to
Friday lunchtime September 4th

Set in the tranquil township of Hepburn 
Springs, The Grange Bellinzona is one of 
Victoria’s favourite retreats for leisure or 
business. The emphasis is on time to do what 
you want. So, in the middle of winter, why 
not take four days out of your hectic life 
and come to a stop in the peace of Hepburn 
Springs.

Contact Keith via email:
keithkat@kattery.com.au.
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Oz Bridge TravelOz Bridge TravelOz Bridge TravelOz Bridge Travel presents: 

Circumnavigation of Australia  

on the 4 Star Sun Princess      29 April  2010 

Join us for 2 Solid Weeks of Cruising in the footsteps of 
the famous explorer - Mathew Flinders 

starting at only $4,490.00  

     Ish and Kim Del’Monte                 
This is a ripper of price and will not last, so grab it before they change their minds! 
Because this cruise is a favourite with Australians it should book-out by spring, so it is 
important that you get your deposits in promptly to ensure your seat.  Join Australia’s 
top Bridge teacher and Australia’s top Bridge player for what promise to be a great 
Bridge Holiday.  Bridge, fine wine, fabulous food and great company!   
    

No expensive, long-drawn overseas flights! 

Darwin - Port Douglas - The Kimberly’s - Bali - Broome 

Big Bridge Program  - Tournament at Sea 

      Joanne and Gary Brown 
 

For brochure, travel queries and booking form -  call toll free: 1800 630 343  or  balwyn@travelrite.com.au 
For Bridge Program or any query: Contact Gary:  0418 570 430  or  brownbridge@ozemail.com.au    

________________________________________     

The Australian bridge community in general, 
and the worldwide youth bridge community in 

particular, will be delighted to hear of the arrival of 
Alexander Zachary Heller on June 3, 2009, to Kylie 
Robb and Josh Heller.

Kylie has been living in New York City since 2002, 
and she and Josh were married in Italy in 2007. The 
couple both work in the finance sector (and still have 
jobs!!) Kylie is at Goldman Sachs, while Josh is at 
Morgan Stanley.

They are not playing much bridge currently, but look 
forward to getting back into it when time permits.

Kylie, daughter of Sydney representative player Mer-
rilee Robb, burst onto the bridge scene in the mid-

New bridge baby

Josh, Alex and Kylie

1990s as a teenager, playing with Tony Nunn and many 
other leading talented players of the day.
In 1995 she was part of the fifth-placed Australian 
Far East Youth Team (now called the Australian Pa-
cific-Asia Youth Teams), and in 1999 she was again a 
member, finishing in second place.

In 2000, she was equal third-placed in the Generali 
Individual in Greece, which assisted in her win of that 
year’s Helman Youth Award in the General category 
and in the Hills-Hurley Awards in partnership with 
Tony Nunn. 

The road to winning the Hurley-Hills Award
The award, donated by Steve Hurley -Richard Hills, 
is made each year to the youth pair who demonstrably 
show that bridge is a partnership game. 

From the youth archives of the ABF website: “In 2000, 
Kylie Robb and Tony Nunn made the NOT Finals in 
Canberra in January, were second in the Gold Coast 
Teams in February and defeated New Zealand in the 
Zone 7 Youth Championship in July. They were second 
in the Interstate Teams in Brisbane, and in October 
they won the NSW State Open Pairs Championship. 
Systemically they play what some of us call “Sydney 
Standard”, a variation of Standard with many modern 
gadgets such as Mini-Splinters.

It will be a great day if Kylie and family ever return 
to Australia to live.
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When is a card played?
“I saw that card – now you have to play 
it”, is a common catchphrase used by 
some players. 

The real situation is much more complex 
than this, and it can be very confusing, 
as the criteria are different depending on 
whether you are a defender, a declarer playing your 
own cards, or a declarer calling for a card from dummy 
(this last category will be covered in a later article).

If, as a defender, you detach a card from your hand 
and hold it in a way that it is ‘possible’ for your partner 
to see the face of the card, then it must be played! This 
does not mean that your partner did actually see it, only 
that your partner could have seen it! (Law 45C1)

It doesn’t matter, for example, that your partner at the 
time was looking out the window at some children 
playing on the swings; if the card was in such a posi-
tion that in the normal course of events it would have 
been visible to your partner, then you are deemed to 
have played it!

Sometimes the director will ask you to repeat the ac-
tions that occurred, using one of dummy’s cards, or 
alternatively one from a previous quitted trick. What 
the director is trying to determine is whether, in their 
opinion, the card was held in such a position that your 
partner could have seen it. When these re-enactments 
take place, the opposition can either confirm or dis-
pute whether the positioning of the card has been ac-
curately reproduced. Inevitably, one side will have the 
card moving only slightly downward from the upright 
position, while the others have it descending almost to 
the table and horizontal – reality is usually somewhere 
between these two extremes!

Alternatively, if you are declarer and playing from 
your own hand, then you must play any card that you 
have “held face up, touching or nearly touching the 
table, or maintained in such a position as to indicate 
that it has been played.” (Law 45C2).

This is fairly straightforward but does lead to a number 
of director calls because of the many individual and 
varied ways that different declarers play cards from 
hand. The key aspects are that the card has to be both 
faced and (semi-) stationary.

People have a variety of habits in regard to how they 
actually manipulate their cards. Some just detach a 
card from hand and place it directly on the table, while 
others hold the card upright on the edge of the table 
before letting it fall over to be revealed. Still others pull 

It’s the Law! out a card and hold it in mid-air, sometimes waving it 
around. A subset of these players (irritatingly) repeat 
this procedure several times with different cards, while 
they reconsider which card to finally contribute.

I am sure you have seen a variety of other methods 
yourself, and directors need to keep all these variations 
in mind when deciding how to rule over a disputed play 
of a card by declarer. If you find yourself in a position 
at the table where you see an opponent’s card, you 
are fully entitled to use the information. However, it 
is not a good idea to tell everyone at the table what 
the card is. If you think it might qualify as a ‘played 
card’, the best approach is simply to call the director.  

Being allowed to see one of declarer’s unplayed cards 
is a distinct advantage, but if you name that card and 
the director ultimately rules it as ‘not played’, then all 
you have done is potentially disadvantaged your side 
(this is because all the information from such utter-
ances remains unauthorised for the other defender). 

Similarly, just because a defender’s card was visible to 
declarer, does not necessarily mean that it was also vis-
ible to the other defender. Prematurely broadcasting the 
identity of a defender’s card when you are the declarer 
can only ever help the opposition, since it legitimately 
informs one opponent as to what his partner holds (and 
this time there won’t be any unauthorized information 
restrictions upon the opponents).

Finally, if you are dummy in any of these situations, all 
you need to remember is to remain silent throughout 
the play of the hand! 

Laurie Kelso

John Hardy
Books

Countdown to Winning Bridge 
Bourke & Smith $29.70
Three Notrump in Depth
Augie Boehm $19.80

Software
JACK 4.1  $112.20
Bridge Baron 19  $110.00
Upgrade to BB19 (old CD required) $59.40
Improve your bridge play –
The Terence Reese Classics 
Three classic books on one CD $59.40

John Hardy (ABN 63 813 139 759)
63 Tristan St., Carindale QLD 4152
Ph: 07-3398 8898 or  0409 786 050

Email J.Hardy@uq.net.au
Website www.uq.net.au/~zzjhardy
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NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL BRIDGE CONGRESS

Kingsgate Hotel, Hamilton. September 26th to October 3rd 2009

We welcome players from Australia to eight days of bridge played
in a competitive and friendly environment.

The week includes events for players of all abilities including:
New Zealand Pairs New Zealand Teams
New Zealand Intermediate/Junior Pairs and Teams
New Zealand Seniors Pairs and Teams
New Zealand Mixed and Same Sex Pairs
and many other events.

Registration for full congress is just NZ$315.00.
Stay at the Kingsgate for NZ$ 112 .00 per room per night.

Enquiries- see www.nzbridgecongress.co.nz  or contact
      Richard Solomon    on  rksolomon@xtra.co.nz  or

by phone on 0064 9 232 8494

Your Help is Needed!

The Beginning Intermediate Lounge (BIL) of Bridge 
Base Online (BBO) is urgently seeking volunteer 
mentors to teach students one-on-one in online 
learning sessions.
If you are able to volunteer just once a 
week to help someone learn this wonder-
ful game, please contact Maureen Hall at 
admin@bilbridge.com. She can also answer 
your questions about the commitment and 

objectives involved.

Our Australian beginning players need your help! Thanks in advance!
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August 18 - 23
Coffs Harbour Gold Congress
www.coffsbridge.com.au (Info & online entries)
Email: jon@australiawideconferences.com.au
August 25 - 26
Swan River Swiss Open Pairs
Convener: Hilary Yovich
August 29 - 30
Dubbo Pairs and Swiss Teams
Contact Secretary, Jane North: (02) 6882 5107
Email: jln@bbso.com.au
August 30
Noosa Novice Pairs
Email Kath McKay: noosabridge@bigpond.com
September 2 - 6
Territory Gold Bridge Festival, Darwin
Convener: Pam Nunn
Email: tgbf@abf.com.au
September 20 - 21
Noosa Swiss Teams & Butler Pairs
Email Kath McKay: noosabridge@bigpond.com 
October 3 - 4
Gold Coast BC Butler Pairs & Swiss Teams
Email: gcbc@winshop.com.au
October 17 - 18
Taree Pairs and Teams Congress
Email: judithscott@bigpond.com

  

 Name Improvers Points Total This Year
1.  Schwartz, Andrew  2476.11 32.91 32.91
2.  Ma, Lisa  2446.22 50.6 36.84
3. Moskovsky, Ellena  2236.86 89.06 42.29
4. Nilsson, Peter  2155.04 149.74 53.82
5. Crossman, Bruce  2143.53 229.27 70.58
6. Thornberry, Rebecca  2135.2 178.1 59.38
7. Crossman, Bev  2118.94 230.59 70.05
8. Nilsson, Deborah  2074.98 126.99 47.1
9. Whiddon, Catherine  2051.37 286.23 79.23
10. McCoull, Frances  2050.51 133.21 47.82
11. Casey, Ron  1907.22 299.01 76.1
12. Travis, Lauren  1901.93 71.3 32.58
13. Jeffries, Julie  1884.33 54.75 29.16
14. Tredinnick, Michele  1877.02 237.13 63.28
15. Leach, Elainne  1860.53 342.83 82.39
16.  Bookallil, Marianne  1825.37 411.24 93.32
17.  Frazer, Kim  1794.33 165.67 47.67
18. Seychell, Lewis  1737.84 48.23 25.76
19. Yuen, Sebastian  1709.40 300.96 68.54
20. O’Loughlin, Tim  1685.85 85.90 31.34

Congress Dates Barrier Reef Congress Results
Open Pairs
1. Peter Gill - Barbara Travis
2. Neville Francis - Magnus Moren
3. Joan Butts - John Summerhayes
4. Robyn Clayton - Alan Smith

Eric Parsons Trophy presented

Best FNQ Zone: Betty Hobdell - Ian Patterson
Restricted Pairs
1. Peter Busch - Jill Smith
2. Claudia Lua - Stefan Lua
3. Mary Horseman - Judy Park
Best under 100 MPs: Sue Hosie - Rose Sperling (=6th)
Best Cairns: Peter Nilsson - Deborah Nilsson
Barrier Reef Teams
1. Michael Courtney, Linden Raymond, Simon Andrew, 
Gwen King
2. Fred Whitaker, Andrew Braithwaite, Neville Francis, 
Magnus Moren
3. Peter Gill, Barbara Travis, John Gill, Lauren Travis
4. Keiren Crowe-Mai, Anita Mathers, Peter Wilsmore, 
Sarah McCoy, Trevor Strickland, Diane Rigano

Winners Barrier Reef Teams

Best FNQ Zone: Ian Patterson, Betty Hobdell, Judy Hunt, 
John Johnson
Restricted Teams
1. Jenny Crawt, Margaret Aiston, Joy Trigg, Len Wilson
2. David & Bearice McConachie, Claudia & Stefan Lua
3. Margaret Azar, Malcolm Wyburn, Julie Wyburn, Susan 
Holme
Best all under 100 MPs: Peter & Deborah Nilsson, Peter 
Ellis, Lesley Fraser
Best Cairns: Camilla 
Nicholson, Julianne Knobel, 
Andrea Mathieson, 
Josephina Burrie

Best FNQ Team

Top 20 Improvers - 30.5.09
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Philadelphia, October 1-16, 2010
WBF Press Release, June 16, 2009

The World Bridge Fed-
eration is pleased to an-

nounce that the next World 
Bridge Series will be held 
from October 1 - 16, 2010 at 
the Marriott Hotel in Phila-
delphia. This will be the 
first time this championship 
has been held in the United 
States for 16 years, although 
of course, everyone will re-
member other great championships held in the USA, 
like New Orleans in ‘78 Miami in ‘86, Albuquerque 
‘94 and the special IOC Grand Prix staged in Salt Lake 
City in 2002.

Thousands of the world’s best bridge players will 
compete for world titles, with events for players of 
varied skill levels.  A special junior programme is be-
ing planned, and will be specially designed to encour-
age the participation of young players in the world’s 

greatest card game. It is 
likely to include the Ortiz 
Patiño Trophy and José 
Damiani Cup. In addition, 
a great Regional Cham-
pionship will be staged 
throughout the event with 
ACBL and WBF Master 
Point Awards.

Up to 100 different nations 
are expected to participate 
in this exciting and chal-
lenging event. A special 
invitation is being planned 
for bridge players from 
Cuba, with the very real 
possibility that an official Cuban delegation may visit 
the US for the first time in 50 years.

José Damiani, WBF President, stated: “Philadelphia 
will be an ideal location for the 2010 World Bridge 
Series. We greatly appreciate the welcome that is being 
provided by local Philadelphia bridge players, the city, 
convention bureau, and the Mayor’s office. This warm 
welcome was a major factor in our selecting Philadel-
phia. My warm personal thanks go to the ACBL and 
the USBF for their support and encouragement.”

“We look forward 
to hosting the 2010 
World Bridge Series 
in Philadelphia,” re-
sponded Bill Pollack, 
USBF President, “and 
providing a magnifi-

cent site, good value, and world class competition for 
thousands of players from all over the world.”

For more information please contact:

Mrs Christine Francin: 

cfrancin@worldbridgefed.
com 

2010 World Bridge Series
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PAUL LAVINGS BRIDGE BOOKS & SUPPLIES
PO Box 807  Double Bay NSW 1360

Tel: (02) 9388-8861  Email: postfree@bigpond.net.au

Visit bridge museum www.postfree.cc or drop in at
UPSTAIRS, 68 New South Head Rd, VAUCLUSE 2030.

Books, software, club & home supplies. 2nd hand books, vintage & antique items.

NON-DISCOUNTED BOOKS AND SOFTWARE ARE POSTFREE

My Favorite 52
by Larry Cohen
Larry’s best 52
hands.
Humourous,
exciting,
instructive.
Great reading.
$29.95
POSTFREE

Somehow we
Landed in 6NT
by David Bird
Well written, with
the added
excitement of a
notrump slam
contract. Amazing
hands, my tip for
best bridge book
of 2009. $32.95
POSTFREE

Planning the
Play of a Bridge
Hand
Barbara Seagram
& David Bird
Two famous
award winning
authors present
declarer play
techniques for
newer players.
$29.95

A Bridge to
Inspired Declarer
Play
Julian Laderman
A maths professor
inspires novice
and intermediate
players. His first
book was AmBTA
Book of the Year
in 2006. $32.95
POSTFREE

TOP VALUE DEALS FOR CLUBS
• 500 page double-sided BIDDING SLIPS

40 pads $200, 80 pads $372
• TRAVELLERS, SYSTEM CARDS,

PERSONAL SCORERS
• TIMER from Europe (1 year warranty)

$460 postfree
• EBA 100% PLASTIC CARDS – $4.75 each

1-36 packs, $4.40 for 37+
• QUEENS SLIPPER $2.75 each 1-36 packs,

$2.50 pp 37+ packs
• PLASTIC DUPLICATE BOARDS $3.25 each

1-36 boards, $2.75 each 37+
• DERRICK BROWNE BEGINNER & INT.

BOOKS, Flippers
• BIDDING BOXES $49.95 or $59.95 with

100% plastic bid cards - quantity discounts.
Bridge clubs – we pay first $10 postage per parcel on orders over $150

SOFTWARE ON SPECIAL

BRIDGE BARON 19 (PC & MAC)
$99.00 POSTFREE

JACK Version 4.01 (CD, PC)
$99.00 POSTFREE

BRIDGEMASTER 2000(CD, PC)
$89.95 POSTFREE

AUDREY GRANT BRIDGEMASTER
$69.95 (beginners)

New titles

We stock the full range of Paul
Marston’s beginner & intermediate
books & cheat sheets, including:
INTRODUCTION TO BRIDGE,
THE LANGUAGE OF BIDDING
(both books in Standard or Acol)

An ideal gift – A subscription to
Australian Bridge, your national
bridge magazine.
$54 for 6 issues

Divine
Intervention
by Treence Reese
& David Bird
The long-awaited
reprint of the
rarest monks at
play classic.
$29.95
POSTFREE

Problem Corner
by Patrick
Jourdain
The best of the
author’s declarer
play problems,
from his regular
feature in Bridge
Magazine.
$29.95
POSTFREE

TOP BOOKS for $15 POSTFREE
BRIDGE, ZIA & ME Rosenberg
MOMENTS OF TRUTH AT THE BRIDGE
TABLE Jayaram
EASY GUIDE TO  DEFENSIVE SIGNALS

Pottage
GREAT HANDS I WISH  I HAD PLAYED

Brocks
PLAY BRIDGE WITH REESE Reese
52 GREAT BRIDGE TIPS Bird
SUIT CONTRACTS Senior
DEFENSIVE  PLAYS Brock
NO TRUMP CONTRACTS Bird
BETTER  SIGNALLING NOW Horton

OVER HOFFMAN’S SHOULDER & Smith
THE MAGIC OF BRIDGE Bird & Bourke
CARDPLAY: ATTACK & DEFENCE Smith
OMAR SHARIF TALKS BRIDGE Sharif
BRIDGE WITH  IMAGINATION Helgemo
BRIDGE  FOR MONEY Bird & Hoffman
PLAYING WITH TRUMPS Brock
ASK ZIA Zia

BEAUTIFUL ITALIAN BIROS
Fine point, black ink,
5 different colour tops, cheep
Pack of 50 for $10 + $2.50 postage.

Dealing
Machine

NEW
MACHINE!

100% Australian made, a
sensation worldwide.

No barcodes, faster, smarter,
cheaper at $4495 + delivery

within Australia.
Ask us about government grants.

Buy Australian – We Do


